BELGIUM 


AND 


GERMANY. 


DANZIO 


GE^RMAXY 


%MANOV£.R 


BE.ISLIN 
mA*AOO£BU/?0 


POS£N  • 


MOMS 


%DU3S£LDORF  9CASS£L 

^COLOCNC. 
ZAIX  -L  a  -  C^AP£LL£ 

%COaL£NZ 

mFKANKFORT 


%L£/PZfC 
0/P£S0£/V9 


BffSSLAU  ® 


%STRAsaayifo 


TEXTS  AND  DOCUMENTS 


PRECEDED  BY 
A  FOREWORD 

BY 


HENRI  DAVIGNON. 


THOMAS  NELSON  &  SONS, ' 
35  &  36,  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.G. 
Edinburgh,  New  York.  Paris. 


H'lnUd  in  Great  Britain 


BELGIUM 


AND 


\bRUS5£LSI 

SIMONS  L/£CL 
^  A/AMUR 


GERMANY. 


STETT/Ni 


y  BE/PL /A/ 


^COJLOCA/E 
\AIX-CA  -CMAP£LL£ 


%CASS£L 


^BELGRJM 


•  /V^  COBBL/JPC 


%L£//»Z/C 
0^£3D£/V  • 


%COBi.£A/^ 


fiO^£/V . 


B/?£SLAU 


TEXTS  AND  DOCUMENTS. 


PRECEDED  BY 
A  FOREWORD 

BY 


HENRI  DAVIGNON. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/belgiumgermanytOOdavi 


A  WORD  TO  THE  READER. 


We  have  collected  in  the  present  volume  a  certain  number  of  texts,  facsimiles,  and  other 
photographs  of  such  a  nature  as  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  heroic  but  deplorable  situation  of 
Belgium  in  the  present  war.  Our  country  which  existed  by  Right  has  been  crushed  by  Might.  But 
her  honour  remains,  and  with  it  remains  the  glory  of  the  struggle  in  which  she  has  sought  to  avenge  her 
afHictions.  After  a  superhuman  effort  on  the  part  of  her  soldiers  under  the  leadership  of  their  King, 
and  vigorous  protests  on  the  part  of  her  Government  and  moral,  civil  and  religious  authorities,  and 
while  awaiting  the  day  of  reparation  which  must  inevitably  come,  Belgium  avails  herself  of  her  right 
to  make  clear  to  the  world  how  loyal  has  been  her  spirit  and  how  undeserved  her  sufferings.  Indeed, 
it  is  her  duty  to  do  so.  An  enemy,  strong  beyond  all  measure,  defying  treaties  and  setting  at  nought 
the  most  solemn  promises,  has  fallen  upon  her,  laid  her  low  and  devastated  her  according  to  a  pre- 
conceived plan,  and  left  her  in  ruins  and  drenched  in  blood,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  by  terrorism  what 
he  has  been  unable  to  obtain  by  threats  and  to  compensate  himself  for  the  price  he  has  had  to  pay  for 
victory.  Because  he  was  checked  in  his  advance  successively  at  Liege,  Antwerp  and  the  Yser,  the 
invading  monster  thought  by  calumny  to  belittle  the  honour  and  the  loyalty  of  Belgian  citizens. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  here,  either  by  argument  or  speeches  or  dissertations  to  reply  to  the  systematic 
propaganda  which  has  been  carried  on  in  neutral  countries  with  an  energy  vvhich  is  sufficient  in  itself 
to  condemn  it.  Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  the  naked  truth,  and,  in  the  case  of  Belgium,  the  truth 
appears  in  a  triple  light.  Whoever  wishes  can  come  into  contact  with  it  in  its  three  incarnations  and 
receive  from  it  a  deep  impression  of  the  loyalty  and  innocence  and  infinite  suffering  which  it  presents 
to  anyone  who  examines  it. 

The  reader  will  find,  first  of  all,  in  the  following  pages,  the  story  of  Belgium's  claim  to 
independence,  an  independence  which  was  recognised  by  the  Powers  in  1830  in  consequence  of  a 
spontaneous  and  irresistible  movement  in  favour  of  it  on  the  part  of  a  people  born  to  liberty.  In 
1839  the  Powers  imposed  upon  the  country  a  statute,  very  carefully  prepared,  constituting  it  a  strictly 
neutral  State.  In  1870  they  guaranteed  that  State  against  all  attacks  from  outside,  and  in  1907  entered 
into  a  second  formal  engagement  to  respect  both  the  spirit  of  the  statute  and  the  obligations  to  the 
fulfilment  of  which  it  bound  them. 

We  shall  next  see  in  what  manner  Belgium  met  the  threats  and  actual  violation  of  her  rights  by 
the  strongest  of  the  Powers  which  guaranteed  the  inviolability  of  those  rights,  and  what  were  the 
true  and  wise  precepts  which  Belgium  recommended  her  unarmed  population  to  follow. 

Finally,  by  the  contemplation  of  a  long  succession  of  appalling  occurrences,  we  shall  know  by 
what  systematic  cruelty,  injustice  and  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  and  of  humanity  itself,  the  aggressor 
has  placed  a  prosperous  country,  which  he  coveted,  under  his  yoke. 

The  texts  which  have  been  reproduced  speak  for  themselves,  and  may  be  verified  in  the 
historical  and  juridical  works  from  which  they  have  been  collected,  or  in  the  newspapers  of  neutral  or 
hostile  countries  which  have  called  our  attention  to  them.  The  unpublished  statements  are  necessarily 
incomplete,  having  been  collected  on  the  battlefield  or  furnished  by  martyrs  fainting  from  exhaustion, 
or  obtained  at  an  inquiry  such  as  is  always  very  dangerous  and  difficult  to  hold  for  fear  of  malicious 
reprisals  on  the  part  of  the  occupying  army. 

However,  we  have  collected  and  published  a  sufficient  number  of  these  statements  to  enable  the 
reader  to  realise  the  enormous  extent  of  the  damage  inflicted  on  the  victims  of  the  invasion,  the 
unceasing  and  bloody  persecutions  to  which  they  were  exposed,  and  the  terrible  and  ungoverned  rage  of 
the  butcher.  However  anxious  we  may  be  for  a  calm  discussion  of  the  facts,  it  is  impossible  to  view 
Germany's  dealings  with  Belgium  in  a  light  other  than  that  in  which  we  present  them.  We  shall  see 
that  for  every  form  of  suffering  undergone  by  the  Belgians,  whether  massacre  or  devastation,  whether 
atrocities  committed  on  individuals  or  atrocities  committed  on  communities,  evidence  of  premeditation 
can  be  found  in  the  publications  of  German  theorists  or  the  orders  of  the  military  commanders,  or  the 
admissions  of  their  soldiers. 
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We  confidently  hope  that  the  perusal  of  this  narrative  will  lead  the  impartial  reader  to  fonn  the 
following  conclusions. 

The  first  is  that    Belgium  in  resisting  Germanv  has  onlv  pcrfonncd  lier  diilv.'" 

Beyond  the  recognition  of  this  fact  Belgium  asks  for  no  mark  of  approval,  and  King  Albert  speaks 
in  the  name  of  all  his  people  when  he  says  in  reply  to  the  expressions  of  admiration  with  which  he  is 
greeted  on  all  sides  :  "  I  have  but  done  what  any  honest  man  should  do."  There  is  another  conclusion 
which  follows  from  this  as  a  corollary,  and  one  wdiich  closely  concerns  Germany,  namely,  that  the 
bargain  proposed  by  the  mighty  Empire  to  the  little  nation  was  an  infamous  bargain.  The  German 
Chancellor  himself  made  this  clear  to  the  whole  world  when  he  said  in  the  Keichstag:  "The  wrong  we 
are  committing."  His  tardy  defence,  by  which  he  hoped  to  allay  the  indignation  of  neutrals  after 
several  months  of  war,  and  which  consisted  in  the  publication  of  two  private  Anglo-Belgian 
"  Conversations "  which  were  already  known,  before  the  occupation  of  Brussels,  to  have  taken  place, 
only  brought  out  German  bad  faith  in  a  clearer  light.  It  was  necessary  to  alter  the  text  of  these 
conversations  in  the  translation  in  order  that  they  might  support  his  argument.  The  publication  of  the 
garbled  passages  in  their  complete  and  original  form  affords  yet  another  proof  that  not  even  through 
her  General  Staff — who,  in  any  case,  are  not  competent  to  bind  the  country — did  Belgium  ever  envisage 
any  mihtary  action,  except  in  consequence  of  an  attack  which  she  was,  by  treaty,  bound  to  resist. 


The  second  conclusion  to  be  drawn  froin  the  examination  of  the  facts  attested  by  the  documents  is 
that  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  German  invasion  of  Belgium,  and  before  any  proof  could  have  been 
given  of  a  hostile  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  population,  a  system  of  tcrroiisiii  was  established.  This 
system  was  already  prepared  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders  in  conformity  with  the  principles  which 
governed  their  strategy.  It  was  applied  to  Belgium  immediately  it  was  known  that  a  free  passage 
through  the  country  would  be  refused  ;  and  the  exaggerated  apprehensions  which  filled  the  minds  of 
the  soldiers,  and  in  particular  the  dread  of  the  "  franc-tireurs,"  by  which  they  were  haunted,  were 
additional  motives  for  its  application.  The  responsibility  for  the  death  of  advanced  patrols  of  Uhlans 
shot  by  small  detachments  of  the  regular  Belgian  Army  sent  forward  to  await  the  enemy  in  conceal- 
ment and  then  fall  back  and  rejoin  the  main  body,  was,  without  any  hesitation  or  any  form  of  enquiry, 
thrown  upon  civilians. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  civilians  received  the  fullest  instructions  from  the  authorities  warning  them 
of  their  danger  ;  their  arms  had  been  taken  from  them  by  order,  and  stored  and  labelled  at  the 
Communal  Hall,  and  they  had  merely  observed  an  attitude  of  curiosity  with  regard  to  the  invader — 
which  attitude,  however,  was  soon  changed  into  one  of  fury.  They  were  ignorant  of  the  true 
character  of  this  war  ;  they  were  prepared  for  the  horrors  of  the  battle  field  ;  but,  outside  its  zone, 
they  expected  to  experience  nothing  more  than  an  orderly  occupation  during  w'hich  the  rules  of  war 
would  be  observed. 

Everywhere  the  Clergy  had  advised  an  attitude  of  calm.  The  first  place  in  which  the  German 
troops  halted  after  crossing  the  frontier  at  Gemmenich  was  the  borough  of  Battice.  The  day  before, 
the  Cure  had  assured  his  parishioners  from  the  pulpit  that  "  the  Germans  are  not  savages."'  The 
following  day  the  village  was  sacked  and  burned  to  the  ground,  and  a  number  of  civilians  were 
assassinated.  The  whole  of  the  district  beyond  the  forts  of  Liege  outside  the  range  of  the  Belgian 
shells  was  the  first  to  suffer  from  the  application  of  the  system.  The  sanguinary  check  inflicted  on  the 
invader  when  his  armies  met  with  an  unexpected  resistance  was  visited  on  the  populace,  for  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  make  such  an  impression  upon  the  people  that  their  Government  would  be 
induced  to  abandon  the  struggle,  The  calm  which  ensued  upon  the  fall  of  Liege  was  quickly 
followed  by  fresh  extortions,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Meuse  itself,  as  early  as  the  15th  of  August, 
Vise  was  entirely  destroyed  for  no  military  purpose.  To  this  succeeded,  at  very  short  intervals,  the 
massacres  at  Andenne,  Dinant,  Tamines,  Aerschot,  Louvain  and  Termonde,  accompanied,  in  every 
case,  by  pillage,  incendiarism  and  systematic  devastations.  The  enemy  had  hoped  that  after  the 
events  at  Liege  their  passage  through  the  country  would  be  unopposed,  but  when  this  was  continually 
denied  them  in  conformity  with  strict  international  obligations,  they  set  themselves  to  put  an  end  to 
delay  and  to  destroy  undefended  towns  "  by  way  of  warning  "  as  they  themselves  now  confess.  As  long 
as  there  was  an  army  in  Belgium  the  same  system  was.  to  be  applied.  The  fury  engendered  by  the 
thought  of  the  losses  which  had  been  sustained  and  of  the  time  which  had  been  wasted,  and  the 
composition  of  the  regiments  of  the  first  line,  did  much  to  bring  about  its  application.  In  presence 
of  the  ruins  of  Dinant,  more  complete  than  those  of  Pompeii,  and  of  the  bodies  exumed  at  Louvain  and 
Aerschot,  the  military  authorities  stood  aghast,  and  recognised  that  "we  have  gone  too  far  ;"  "it  was 
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not  necessary  ;"  "  too  much  has  been  done."  But  not  one  of  them  disavowed  the  principle  itself 
which  had  inspired  the  system.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  degree  which  must  be  estimated,  says  the 
Staff  Officer's  Manual,  solely  according  to  military  exigencies. 

And  the  interpretations  differ  according  to  the  temper  of  the  commentator.  "  Belgium  has 
suffered,"  say  the  Roman  Catholics,  "  from  the  circumstance  that  the  first  troops  to  arrive  were 
Saxons  or  Pomeranians,  sincerely  convinced  of  the  absolute  power  of  the  priests."  And  thus  they 
explain  the  execution  of  49  ecclesiastics  who  have  to-day  been  recognised  as  innocent,  the  imprison- 
ment and  ill-treatment  of  numbers  of  others,  the  sacrileges  and  the  desecrations. 

Persons  with  an  inadequate  knowledge  of  the  Belgian  temperament  continue  to  lay  the  blame  on 
the  fanaticism  and  the  ignorance  of  the  country  people  and  the  vagueness  of  the  instructions  issued  by 
the  Government,  hoping  thus  to  excuse  the  devastations  and  reprisals  which  took  place  in  the  south  of 
Luxemburg,  in  the  suburbs  of  Malines,  at  Limbourg  and  on  the  rural  table  lands  near  Liege.  But  the 
case  of  Dinf  nt,  Louvain,  Namur  and  Termonde  embarrasses  them.  In  these  towns  the  bourgeois,  the 
intellectual  class  and  the  landowners  had  to  suffer,  as  well  as  the  monuments  of  art  and  science  and 
charitable  institutions.  In  these  cases  they  endeavour  to  shut  their  eyes  and  express  no  opinion  at  all. 
Civilians  carried  away  to  Germany  as  prisoners  and  the  few  survivors  of  the  massacres  were  warned 
not  to  speak  ;  the  lists  of  bodies  exhumed  at  Dinant  were  required  to  be  given  up  :  the  Town  Hall  of 
Louvain  was  declared  to  be  still  standing  and  the  bombardment  of  Termonde  was  described  as  a 
strategic  necessity. 

Although  the  vast  majority  of  the  less  educated  in  Germany,  debarred  from  enlightenment  by  the 
strict  intellectual  blockade  maintained  by  the  Censor,  still  hold  to  the  legend  of  the  "  gouging  out  of 
eyes  and  the  conspiracy  of  the  priests,"  an  inclination  to  refute  them  has  manifested  itself  in  the 
independent  press.  A  direct  lie  is  given  to  an  imperial  statement  as  it  appears  in  the  telegram  to 
President  Wilson.  Henceforth  only  isolated  assaults  by  civilians  are  spoken  of,  but  the  brain  of  the 
soldier  is  still  nourished  with  the  suggestion  which  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  keep  alive.  His 
friends  write  to  him  from  his  country  :  "  Do  not  let  the  civilians  come  near  you  "  ;  "  Fire  on  those 
who  approach  you."  And  he,  in  his  turn,  does  not  scruple  to  write  from  the  war  zone  :  "  We  are 
drinking  the  red  wine  of  a  Cure  who  has  been  executed." 

* 

*  * 

The  third  conclusion  which  neutrals  must  necessarily  draw  in  face  of  the  facts  is  that  the  German 
army  in  Belgium  deliberately  and  effectively  set  at  nought  the  rules  of  war.  Here  again,  the  wolf  accuses 
the  lamb.  A  single  principle  pervades  the  German  notion  of  right  : — "  What  is  necessary  or  useful 
from  the  military  point  of  view  is  permissible."  The  weaker  party  has  to  accept  this  principle  and  bow 
to  it  when  resistance  to  it  would  bring  upon  him  inordinate  suffering. 

And  this  is  how  they  justify  their  treachery  in  battle  :  expanding  bullets  are  used  because  the 
morale  of  their  enemy's  troops  is  such  that  they  can  stand  up  to  fair  blows  ;  hospitals  and  open  towns 
are  bombarded  because  fortified  towns  are  secured  against  sudden  attack  ;  asphyxiating  gases  are 
employed  because  a  winter  in  the  trenches  has  only  had  the  effect  of  enhancing  the  courage  of  the 
Belgian  soldiers. 

What  is  a  man's  life  to  them  ?  What  do  they  care  for  the  laws  of  humanity  or  the  usages  of 
civilisation  ?  If  regard  for  principles  which  the  introductory  chapter  of  the  Conventions  of  the  Hague 
deems  to  be  axioms  universally  admitted,  should  involve  a  loss  of  time  or  a  sacrifice  of  troops,  or  render 
success  doubtful,  it  must  be  immediately  set  aside  in  the  interests  of  humanity  itself  and  with  a  view  to 
a  speedy  termination  of  the  war.  Hostages,  human  shields  and  wanton  shootings,  such  are  the 
barbarous  methods  which  will  compel  French,  English  or  Belgian  troops  to  take  precautionary 
measures  and  reserve  for  themselves  certain  rights  useful  to  assailants  ;  and  they  will  be  justified  in  so 
doing. 

And  above  all,  there  is  the  great  method,  of  which  the  manual  speaks — wholesale  reprisals.  For 
this  a  formula  was  already  prepared.  It  is  only  necessary  to  reproduce  the  texts  of  the  placards  and  the 
proclamations  adapted  to  the  occasion.  This  method  may  be  usefully  employed  at  all  times,  as  upon 
the  arrival  anywhere  of  the  wearied  troops,  in  order  to  procure  them  a  refreshing  sleep,  and  executions 
have  taken  place  by  way  of  averting  an  imaginary  danger.  Others  are  synchronous  with  the  alleged 
commis  ion  of  the  offence.  Thus,  when  an  attack  is  made  by  the  regular  army  on  a  railway  line,  men, 
women  and  priests  are  taken  from  the  villages  of  the  neighbouring  district,  thrown  into  prison  and 
conducted  from  one  place  to  another  without  food  or  water  ;  a  mock  execution  takes  place,  and  finally 
they  are  actually  shot  as  a  warning  to  others  and  a  guarantee  for  the  future.     Other  executions  again 
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took  place  subsequently  to  the  offence  by  way  of  vengeance  or  retaliation  and  in  this  case  consisted  in 
the  massacre  of  loo,  300  or  800  persons,  some  of  them  little  children  at  the  breast  "  for  the  innocent 
must  suffer  for  the  guilty." 

And  can  we  suppose  that  a  man  who  has  once  "got  his  hand  in  "  so  to  speak,  would  be  deterred 
by  the  respect  due  to  a  wounded  and  disarmed  soldier.  The  difficulty  of  transporting  prisoners  and  the 
embarrassment  they  cause  present  another  form  of  "  military  exigencies."  And  then  comes  the  order 
to  make  no  more  prisoners — and  the  soldiers'  notebooks  are  there  to  testify  that  this  order  is 
carried  out. 

* 

*  * 

The  fourth  and  last  conclusion  to  which  the  study  of  the  documents  leads  us  is  that  Germany, 
having  crushed  Belgium  in  forcing  a  passage  through  the  country  after  the  fall  of  Liege,  made  an 
improper  and  arbitrary  use  of  her  occupation  of  that  country  by  employmg  its  resources  for  her  own 
ends.  Heavy  war  contributions  during  the  period  of  hostilities  were  followed  by  systematic  expropria- 
tion of  the  public  funds.  Requisitions,  iines,  and  confiscations  have  paralysed  the  economic  energies 
of  the  nation  while  the  employment  of  intimidation  and  violence  has  paralysed  it  morally.  But  thanks 
to  American  gcnerositv  Belgium  still  subsists,  in  spite  of  the  occupation,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
consoling,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  touching,  aspect  of  the  war  that  the  great  people  of  the  new 
world  should  have  spontaneously  given  their  support  to  one  of  the  little  nations  of  the  old  Continent  as 
a  token  of  the  admiration  of  the  later  races,  with  their  future  before  them,  for  the  self-sacrifice  and 
high  moral  perceptions  of  a  people  in  whom  are  revived  the  noblest  traditions  of  the  past. 

Nor  will  Belgium  perish  on  account  of  the  moral  subjection  to  which  she  is  exposed.  Her 
enemies  may  imprison  without  trial  the  Burgomaster  Max,  the  incarnation  of  civic  independence  ;  they 
may  try  to  impose  silence  and  inactivity  on  Cardinal  Mercier,  who  publicly  denounced  the  Burgomaster's 
martyrdom  ;  they  may  daily  arrest  young  people  hurrying  to  join  the  camps  of  the  army  behind  the 
impassable  Yser,  and  visit  their  sins  upon  their  families  ;  they  may  attempt  by  threats  or  feigned 
benevolence  to  convince  the  nation  that  its  interests  are  with  the  invader — but  nothing  avails  against 
the  latent  fundamental  and  paramount  forces  which  operate  to  keep  Belgium  within  herself,  and  isolate 
Germany  on  the  soil  which  is  the  centre  of  her  exploits,  and  make  the  Belgian  people  feel  more  and 
more  confident  of  their  final  deliverance,  and  of  a  day  of  justice  and  redress  to  come. 

It  cannot  be  said  with  truth  of  a  nation  that  it  has  lost  everything  when  it  has  preserved  its  soul  ; 
nor  indeed  can  this,  in  any  case,  be  said  of  Belgium  outside  the  daily  narrowing  circle  within  which 
the  might  of  Germany  battens  upon  it  own  sophisms.  The  sympathy  of  humanity  throughout  the 
world  is  with  her.  There  is  no  one  who  is  not  grieved  at  her  lot  or  who  does  not  admire  her  secretly, 
if  not  openly,  and  no  one  who  is  not  prepared  to  rejoice  at  her  redemption.  * 

For,  thank  God,  the  God  of  absolute  justice  and  eternal  right,  there  is  sufficient  pure  air  in  the 
universe,  sufficient  space  in  the  spiritual  world,  for  the  fame  of  a  people  who  have  been  able  to  show 
what  liberty  and  honour  mean  for  them,  to  live  and  thrive  there  unscathed  by  the  ambitions,  cupidity, 
selfish  aspirations  or  reactionarv  forces  of  others. 

HENRI  DAVIGNON. 

London,  May  1915. 
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BELGIUM  AT  THE  BAR  OF  HISTORY. 


"  Belgium,  proud  and  confident,  submits  herself  to  the  judgment  of  the  World." 

Paul  Hymans,  Minister  of  State,  Belgian  Minister  at  London. 
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H.M.  LEOPOLD  I,  Elected  King  of  the  Belgians  on  the  4th  June,  1831. 

"  The  position  of  Belgium  has  been  determined  by  treaties  and  perpetual  neutrality  has  been  solemnly 
assured  to  her.  .  .  .  We  cannot  remind  ourselves  too  often  that  neutrality  is  the  true  aim  of  our 
political  existence.    Sincerely,  loyally  and  bravely  to  maintain  it  must  be  our  constant  aim." 

(Speech  of  the  King  at  the  opening  of  the  Belgian  Parliament  on  the  loth  November,  1840.) 
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THE  FOUNDATIONS  OF   BELGIAN  INDEPENDENCE  AND 

NEUTRALITY. 


"  The  Belgian  provinces  forcibly  separated  from  Holland  shall  form  an  independent  State." 

Order  passed  by  the  Provisional  Government  of  Brussels  on  the  4th  October,  1830. 
"  Belgium    .    ,    .    shall  form  a  perpetually  neutral  State. 

"  The  five  powers  .  .  .  guarantee  to  it  this  perpetual  neutrality,  as  also  the  integrity  and 
inviolability  of  its  territory.    .    .  ." 

Article  5  of  the  Treaty  of  18  Articles  signed  on  the  26th  June,  1831,  by  the 
representatives  of  the  five  Great  Powers,  including  Prussia,  and  approved  by 
the  National  Congress  of  the  9th  July,  1831. 

"  Belgium,  within  the 
limits  specified  in 
Articles  1,  2  and  4  sliall 
form  an  independent  and 
perpetually  neutral  State. 
It  shall  be  bound  to 
observe  such  neutrality 
towards  all  other  States.'' 

Article  VII  of  the 
Treaty  of  19th 
April,  1839,  be- 
tween Belgium  and 
the  Netherlands. 

"  H.M.  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
H.M.  the  King  of  the 
French,  H.M.  the  Queen 
of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, H.M.  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  H.M.  the 
Emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  declare  that  the 
Articles  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  forming  the 
tenour  of  the  Treaty  con- 
cluded this  day  between 
His  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  Belgians  and  H.M. 
the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, Grand  Duke  of 
Luxembourg,  are  con- 
sidered as  having  the 
same  force  and  validity 
as  if  they  were  textually 
inserted  in  the  present 
Act,  and  that  they  are 
thus  placed  under  the 
guarantee  of  their  said 
Majesties.''^ 

Article  I  of  the 
Treaty  signed  at 
London  on  the 
19th  April,  1839. 
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H.M.  LEOPOLD  II,  crowned  King  of  the  Belgians  on  10th  December, 

1865. 


"  Belgium,  in  the  position  in  ivliicli  International  Law  places  her,  will  bear  in  mind  both  her  duty  to 
neutral  States  and  her  duty  to  herself.  .  .  .  The  Belgian  people  are  deeply  conscious  of  their  duty  ; 
they  know  the  value  of  the  benefits  that  they  were  so  fortunate  as  to  acquire  40  years  ago  and  have 
so  honourably  preserved.  They  are  not  likely  to  forget  what  is  at  stake — the  welfare,  freedom, 
honour,  and  the  very  existence  of  their  country." 


King's  speech  from  the  Throne,  1870. 


(   5  ) 


THE   CONFIRMATION   OF   BELGIAN  NEUTRALITY. 


"  H.M.  The  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  H.M.  the  King  of 
Prussia,  desiring  at  the  present  time  to  record  in  a  solemn  Act  their  fixed  determination  to  maintain 
the  independence  and  neutrality  of  Belgium  as  established  by  Article  VII  of  the  Treaty  signed  at 
London  on  19th  April,  1839,  between  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands,  which  article  has  been  declared 
by  the  quintuple  Treaty  of  1839  to  have  the  same  force  and  the  same  validity  as  if  it  were  inserted 
textually  in  the  said  quintuple  Treaty,  the  said  Majesties  have  resolved  to  conclude  a  separate  Treaty 
between  themselves,  which,  without  iuvnlidating  or  impairing  the  conditions  of  the  quintuple  Treaty  above 
mentioned,  will  be  subsidiary  and  accessory  to  il. 

"  Article  i. — H.M.  the  King  of  Prussia  having  declared  that,  notwithstanding  the  hostilities  in  which 
the  North  German  Confederation  is  engaged  with  France,  //  is  his  fixed  determination  to  respect  the 
neutrality  of  Belgium,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  be  respected  by  France,  H.M.  the  Queen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on  her  part  declares  that,  if  during  the  said  hostilities  the  armies 
of  France  should  violate  that'neutrality,  she  will  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  His  Prussian  Majesty 
for  the  defence  of  the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  employing  for  that 
purpose  her  naval  and  military  forces  to  ensure  its  observance,  and  to  maintain  in  conjunction  with 
His  Prussian  Majesty,  then  and  thereafter,  the  Independence  and  Neutrality  of  Belgium." 

Treaty  signed  at  London  on  the  9th  August,  1870.  An  identic  treaty  was 
concluded  and  signed  the  same  day  between  France  and  Great  Britain. 


"Sir, 

In  confirmation  of  my  oral  assurances,  I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  in  writing  the  declaration — 
superfluous  in  view  of  the  treaties  in  force — that  the  North  German  Confederation  and  its 
allies  will  respect  the  neutrality  of  Belgium,  provided  of  course  that  it  is  respected  by  the  other 
belligerent." 

Letter  from  Herr  von  Bismarck  to  Baron  Northomb,  Belgian  Minister  at  Berlin, 
dated  22nd  July,  1870. 


"  Article  I, — The  territory  of  neutral  Powers  is  inviolable. 


"Article  II. — Belligerents  are  forbidden  to  move  across  the  territory  of  a  neutral 
Power  troops  and  convoys,  either  of  munitions  of  war  or  of  supplies. 


"  Article  X. — The  fact  of  a  neutral  Power  repelling,  even  by  force,  attacks  on  its 
neutrality  cannot  be  considered  as  a  hostile  act." 


5th  Convention  by  the  Hague,  signed  by  44  States,  including  Germany. 
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Notice  distributed  by  the  German  Consul  General  to  the 
German  residents  in  Antwerp  on  August  2nd,  1914,  the  date 
of  the  German  ultimatum  to  Belgium. 


At  the  end  of  the  circular  the  following  sentence  was  added  ;  "  Germany,  as  well  as  France,  has 
given  to  Belgium  the  assurance  thai  her  neutrality  will  be  respected" 
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ORAL  GUARANTEES,  GIVEN  BY  THE  OFFICIAL  REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF  THE  GERMAN  EMPIRE,  WITH  REGARD  TO 
THE  NEUTRALITY  OF  BELGIUM. 


Belgian  neutrality  is  provided  for  by  International  Conventions  and  Germany  is  determined  to  respect 
those  Conventions." 

Speech  by  Herr  von  Jagow,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Budget  Committee  of  the  Reichstag  on  April  29th,  19 13. 

"  Germany  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  neutrality  of  Belgium  is  guaranteed  by  International 
treaty.'' 

Speech  by  Herr  von  Heeringen,  Minister  of  War,  at  the  same  meeting. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  whicli  the  Secretary-General  of  my  Department  had  with  Herr 
von  Below  this  morning,  he  explained  to  the  German  Minister  the  scope  of  the  military  measures 
which  we  had  taken,  and  said  to  him  that  they  were  a  consequence  of  our  desire  to  fulfil  our 
international  obligations,  and  that  they  in  no  wise  implied  an  attitude  of  distrust  towards  our 
neighbours. 

"  The  Secretary-General  then  asked  the  German  Minister  if  he  knew  of  the  conversation  which  he 
had  had  with  his  predecessor,  Herr  von  Flotow,  and  of  the  reply  which  the  Imperial  Chancellor  had 
instructed  the  latter  to  give. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  controversy  which  arose  in  191 1  as  a  consequence  of  the  Dutch  scheme  for 
the  fortification  of  Flushing,  certain  newspapers  had  maintained  that  in  the  case  of  a  Franco-German 
war  Belgian  neutrality  would  be  violated  by  Germany. 

"  The  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  suggested  that  a  declaration  in  the  German  Parliament 
during  a  debate  on  foreign  affairs  would  serve  to  calm  public  opinion,  and  to  dispel  the  mistrust  which 
was  so  regrettable  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

"  Herr  von  Bethmann-Hollweg  replied  that  he  had  fully  appreciated  the  feelings  which  had 
inspired  our  representations.  He  declared  that  Germany  had  no  intention  of  violating  Belgian  neutrality, 
but  he  considered  that  in  making  a  public  declaration  Germany  would  weaken  her  military  position  in 
regard  to  France,  who,  secured  on  the  northern  side,  would  concentrate  all  her  energies  on  the  east. 

"  Baron  van  der  Elst,  continuing,  said  that  he  perfectly  understood  the  objections  raised  by  Herr 
von  Bethmann-Hollweg  to  the  proposed  public  declaration,  and  he  recalled  the  fact  that  since  then,  in 
1 91 3,  Herr  von  Jagow  had  made  reassuring  declarations  to  the  Budget  Commission  of  the  Reichstag 
respecting  the  maintenance  of  Belgian  neutrality. 

''  Her  von  Below  replied  that  he  knew  of  the  conversation  with  Herr  von  Flotow,  and  that  he  ivas 
certain  that  the  sentiments  expressed  at  that  time  had  not  changed." 

Letter,  dated  31st  July,  1914,  addressed  by  M.  Davignon,  Belgian  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  King's  Ministers  at  Berlin,  London  and  Paris. 

"  The  troops  will  not  cross  Belgian  territory.  Grave  events  are  imminent.  Perhaps  you  will  see  your 
neighbour's  house  in  flames,  but  the  fire  will  spare  your  dweUing." 

Herr  von  Below,  German  Minister  at  Brussels,  to  Brussels  journalists  on  the 
morning  of  the  2nd  August,  1914. 
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Photograph  of  the  first  page  of  the  original  text  of  the 
ultimatum  sent  by  HerrJ  von  Below,  German  Minister,  to 
M.  Davignon,  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  at  7  p.m.  on 
August  2nd,  19U, 
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THE   BARGAIN   OFFERED   BY   GERMANY  TO  BELGIUM. 


Imperial  German  Legation  in  Belgium, 

Brussels, 

August  2,  1914. 

(Very  Confidential.) 

"  Reliable  information  has  been  received  by  the  German  Government  to  the  effect  that  French 
forces  intend  to  march  on  the  line  of  the  Meuse  by  Givet  and  Namur.  This  information  leaves  no 
doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  France  to  march  through  Belgian  territory  against  Germany. 

"  The  German  Government  cannot  but  fear  that  Belgium,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  goodwill,  will 
be  unable,  without  assistance,  to  repel  so  considerable  a  French  invasion  with  sufficient  prospect  of 
success  to  afford  an  adequate  guarantee  against  danger  to  Germany.  It  is  essential  for  the  self-defence 
of  Germany  that  she  should  anticipate  any  such  hostile  attack.  The  German  Government  would, 
however,  feel  the  deepest  regret  if  Belgium  regarded  as  an  act  of  hostility  against  herself  the  fact  that 
the  measures  of  Germany's  opponents  force  Germany,  for  her  own  protection,  to  enter  Belgian 
territory. 

*'  In  order  to  exclude  any  possibility  of  misunderstanding,  the  German  Government  make  the 
following  declaration  : — 

"  I.  Germany  has  in  view  no  act  of  hostility  against  Belgium.  In  the  event  of  Belgium  being 
prepared  in  the  coming  war  to  maintain  an  attitude  of  friendly  neutrality  towards  Germany,  the  German 
Government  bind  themselves,  at  the  conclusion  of  peace,  to  guarantee  the  possessions  and  independence 
of  the  Belgian  Kingdom  in  full. 

"  2.  Germany  undertakes,  under  the  above-mentioned  condition,  to  evacuate  Belgian  territory  on 
the  conclusion  of  peace. 

"  3.  If  Belgium  adopts  a  friendly  attitude,  Germany  is  prepared,  in  co-operation  with  the  Belgian 
authorities,  to  purchase  all  necessaries  for  her  troops  against  a  cash  payment,  and  to  pay  an  indemnity 
for  any  damage  that  may  have  been  caused  by  German  troops. 

"  4.  Should  Belgium  oppose  the  German  troops,  and  in  particular  should  she  throw  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  their  march  by  a  resistance  of  the  fortresses  on  the  Meuse,  or  by  destroying  railways,  roads, 
tunnels,  or  other  similar  works,  Germany  will,  to  her  regret,  be  compelled  to  consider  Belgium  as  an 
enemy. 

"  In  this  event,  Germany  can  undertake  no  obligations  towards  Belgium,  but  the  eventual  adjustment 
of  the  relations  between  the  two  States  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  arms. 

"The  German  Government,  however,  entertain  the  distinct  hope  that  this  eventuality  will  not 
occur,  and  that  the  Belgian  Government  will  know  how  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  incidents  such  as  those  mentioned.  In  this  case  the  friendly  ties  which  bind  the  two 
neighbouring  States  will  grow  stronger  and  more  enduring." 


Translation  of  the  German  ultimatum. 
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H„M.  King  Albert,  crowned  King  of  the  Belgians '  on  the  23rd  December,  1909. 

"Valiant  soldiers  in  a  lioly  cause,  1  have  every  confidence  in  your  stubborn  valour,  and  greet  you 
in  the  name  of  Belgium.  Your  fellow  citizens  are  proud  of  you.  You  will  triumph,  for  you  are  Ihe 
army  which  fights  on  the  side  of  justiccy 


Proclamation  of  the  King  to  the  Army,  5th  August,  1914. 
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BELGIUM  READY  FOR   ALL   EMERGENCY  AISID  UNITED 
IN  THE  FACE  OF  THE  MENACE. 

"  Never  since  1830  has  a  more  grave  moment  come  to  Belgium  :  the  integrity  of  our  territory  is 
threatened. 

"  The  strength  of  our  just  cause,  the  sympathy  which  Belgium,  proud  of  her  free  institutions,  and 
of  her  moral  conquests,  has  never  ceased  to  enjoy  at  the  hands  of  other  nations,  the  fact  that  our 
independent  existence  is  necessary  for  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  these  considerations  give  rise  to 
hope  that  the  events  which  we  fear  will  not  take  place. 

"  But  if  our  hopes  fail,  if  we  must  resist  the  invasion  of  our  soil  and  must  defend  our  threatened 
homes,  this  duty,  hard  though  it  be,  will  lind  us  ordered  and  prepared  for  the  greatest  sacrifices  {cheers 
and  cries  of''  Long  Live  the  King  !    Long  Live  Belgium  /'). 

"  From  this  moment,  with  a  view  to  meet  every  contingency,  the  valiant  youth  of  our  nation  stand 
ready,  firmly  resolved  with  the  traditional  tenacity  and  calmness  of  the  Belgians  to  defend  their 
fatherland  at  a  moment  of  danger  {cheers). 

"  To  them  1  send  a  brotherly  greeting  in  the  name  of  the  nation  (cheers  and  cries  of  Long  Live  the 
Army  !).  Throughout  Flanders  and  the  country  of  Wallonie  in  town  and  country  one  sentiment  alone 
fills  every  heart — patriotism  ;  one  vision  alone  fills  every  mind — our  threatened  independence.  One 
duty  alone  is  laid  upon  our  wills,  stubborn  resistance  (clieers). 

"  At  this  grave  moment  two  virtues  are  indispensable — courage,  calm  (renewed  cheers)  but  firm, 
and  close  union  among  all  Belgians. 

"  Striking  evidence  of  both  these  virtues  is  already  before  the  eyes  of  a  nation  full  of  enthusiasm. 

"  The  faultless  mobilisation  of  our  army,  the  multitude  of  volunteers,  the  devotion  of  the  civil 
population,  the  self-sacrifice  of  families  have  shown  incontestably  that  the  whole  Belgian  people  is 
carried  away  by  stimulating  courage  (applause).    The  moment  has  come  to  act. 

"  I  have  called  you  together,  gentlemen,  to  give  to  the  Legislative  Chambers  an  opportunity  to 
associate  themselves  with  the  impulses  of  the  people  in  the  same  sentiment  of  sacrifice.  Gentlemen, 
you  will  know  how  to  deal  urgently  with  all  the  measures  which  the  situation  requires  for  the  war  and 
for  public  order  {general  assent). 

"  When  I  see  this  enthusiastic  gathering  in  which  there  is  only  one  party,  that  of  the  fatherland 
(enthusiastic  cheers  and  cries  of  Long  Live  Belgium),  in  which  at  this  moment  all  hearts  beat  as  one, 
my  mind  goes  back  to  the  Congress  of  1830,  and  I  ask  of  you  gentlemen,  are  you  determined 
unswervingly  to  maintain  intact  the  whole  patrimony  of  our  ancestors  ?    {Yes,  yes,  from  every  side.) 

"  No  one  in  the  country  will  fail  in  his  duty. 

"  The  army,  strong  and  disciplined,  is  fit  to  do  this  task  :  my  Government  and  I  have  full 
confidence  in  its  leaders  and  its  soldiers.    {Hear,  hear.} 

"  The  Government,  firmly  attached  to  the  populace  and  supported  by  them,  is  conscious  of  its 
responsibilities,  and  will  bear  them  to  the  end  with  the  deliberate  conviction  that  the  efforts  of  all 
united  in  the  most  fervent  and  generous  patriotism  will  safeguard  the  supreme  good  of  the  countiy 

"  If  the  foreigner,  disregarding  the  neutrality  whose  every  duty  we  have  always  scrupulously 
observed  should  violate  our  territory,  he  will  find  all  Belgians  grouped  around  their  sovereign  who 
will  never  betray  his  coronation  oath,  and  around  a  Government  possessing  the  absolute  confidence  of 
the  entire  nation.    {Cheers  on  all  the  Benches.) 

"  I  have  faith  in  our  destiny  ;  a  country  which  defends  itself  commands  the  respect  of  all  ;  such  a 
country  shall  never  perish.    {Hear,  hear.    Long  live  the  King,  long  live  Belgium.) 

"  God  will  be  with  us  in  this  just  cause  (fresh  applause). 

"  Long  live  independent  Belgium  (long  and  unanimous  cheers  from  the  Assembly  and  from  the 
Galleries).'^ 

The  King's  Speech  to  the  Belgian  Parliament  met  in  session  extraordinary  on 
4th  August,  1 91 4. 


(  ) 


M.  DAVIGNON,  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 


BARON  DE  BROQUEVILLE,  Minister  ol 
War,  President  of  the  Council  of 
Belgian  Ministers. 


"  No  hesitation  was  possible  as  to  the  reply 
called  for  by  the  amazing  proposal  of  the  German 
Government." 


I  declare  in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation, 
united  heart  and  soul,  that  this  people,  even  if 
they  are  conquered,  will  never  be  subdued." 


Letter  to  Belgian  Ministers  at  Paris,  London 
and  St.  Petersburg. 


Speech  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on 
4th  August,  1 914. 


(    13  ) 


THE    PROFFERED    BARGAIN  REJECTED. 


"  Brussels, 

"  3rd  August,  1 9 14. 

"  The  German  Government  stated  in  their  note  of  the  2nd  August,  1914,  that  according  to  rehable 
information  French  forces  intended  to  march  on  the  Meuse  via  Givet  and  Namur,  and  that  Belgium,  in 
spite  of  the  best  intentions,  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  repulse,  without  assistance,  an  advance  of 
French  troops. 

"  The  German  Government,  therefore,  considered  themselves  compelled  to  anticipate  this  attack 
and  to  violate  Belgian  territory.  In  these  circumstances  Germany  proposed  to  the  Belgian  Government 
to  adopt  a  friendly  attitude  towards  her,  and  undertook,  on  the  conclusion  of  peace,  to  guarantee  the 
integrity  of  the  Kingdom  and  its  possessions  to  their  full  extent.  The  note  added  that  if  Belgium  put 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  advance  of  German  troops,  Germany  would  be  compelled  to  consider  her 
as  an  enemy,  and  to  leave  the  ultimate  adjustment  of  the  relations  between  the  two  States  to  the 
decision  of  arms. 

"  This  note  has  made  a  deep  and  painful  impression  upon  the  Belgian  Government. 

"  The  intentions  attributed  to  France  by  Germany  are  in  contradiction  to  the  formal  declarations 
made  to  us  on  August  i,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Government. 

"  Moreover,  if,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  Belgian  neutrality  should  be  violated  by  France, 
Belgium  intends  to  fulfil  her  international  obligations  and  the  Belgian  army  would  offer  the  most 
vigorous  resistance  to  the  invader. 

"The  treaties  of  1839,  confirmed  by  the  treaties  of  1870, vouch  for  the  independence  and  neutrality 
of  Belgium  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Powers,  and  notably  of  the  Government  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia. 

"  Belgium  has  always  been  faithful  to  her  international  obligations,  she  has  carried  out  her  duties 
in  a  spirit  of  loyal  impartiality,  and  she  has  left  nothing  undone  to  maintain  and  enforce  respect  for  her 
neutrality. 

"  The  attack  upon  her  independence  with  which  the  German  Government  threaten  her  constitutes 
a  flagrant  violation  of  international  law.    No  strategic  interest  justifies  such  a  violation  of  law. 

"  The  Belgian  Government,  if  they  were  to  accept  the  proposals  submitted  to  them,  would  sacrifice 
the  honour  of  the  nation  and  betray  their  duty  towards  Europe. 

"  Conscious  of  the  part  which  Belgium  has  played  for  more  than  eighty  years  in  the  civilisation  of 
the  world,  they  refuse  to  believe  that  the  independence  of  Belgium  can  only  be  preserved  at  the  price 
of  the  violation  of  her  neutrality. 

"  If  this  hope  is  disappointed  the  Belgian  Government  are  firmly  resolved  to  repel,  by  all  the 
means  in  their  power,  every  attack  upon  their  rights." 


Reply  of  the  Belgian  Government  to  the  German  Ultimatum. 


(    14  ) 


ADMISSION    BY    THE    OFFICIAL    REPRESENTATIVES  OF 
GERMANY  OF  THE  VIOLATION  OF  INTERNATIONAL  LAW. 

"  We  are  now  in  a  state  of  necessity  (Nolwchr),  and  necessity  knows  no  law. 

"  Our  troops  have  occupied  Luxemburg  and  perhaps  have  already  entered  Belgian  territory. 
That  is  a  breach  of  international  law.  It  is  true  that  the  French  Government  declared  at 
Brussels  that  France  would  respect  Belgian  neutrality  as  long  as  her  adversary  respected  it. 
We  knew,  however,  that  France  stood  ready  for  an  invasion.  France  could  wait,  we  could  not,  A 
French  attack  on  our  flank  on  the  lower  Rhine  might  have  been  disastrous.  Thus  we  were  forced  to 
ignore  the  rightful  protests  of  the  Governments  of  Luxemburg  and  Belgium.  The  wrong — I  speak 
openly — the  wrong  we  thereby  commit  we  will  try  to  make  good  as  soon  as  our  military  aims  have  been 
attained. 

"  He  who  is  menaced  as  we  are  and  is  fighting  for  the  highest  possession  can  only  consider  how  he 
is  to  hack  his  way  through  {diirchhaiien).    We  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  Austria-Hungary." 

Speech  of  Herr  von  Bethmann  HoUweg,  German  Imperial  Chancellor,  before  the  German  Reichstag  on 
August  4th,  1914. 


when 


had  only  spoken  a  few  words 
claimed  : 

it  is  with  the  utmost  grief  that  Ger- 
neutrality  of  Belgium,  and  personally  I 
But  what  could  you  expect  ?    It  is  a 
Empire.    If  the  German  armies  do  not 
hammer  and  the  anvil  they  must  strike 
then  to  turn  back  again  against  Russia.' 
'  the  frontiers  of    France  are  suffici- 
to  avoid  passing  through  Belgium.' 
fied.  Besides,  what  is  it  that  we  are  asking 
to    allow  us  free 
from  destroying 
tunnels,  and  to  let  us 
places  that  we  need. ' 
plied   the  Belgian 
very   easy  way  of 
reply  of  which  this 
mit.  It  is  to  suppose 
addressed  the  same 
we  had  acceded  to 
Germany  have  said 
guilty  of  a  coward- 

"  The  Secre- 
not  answer  this 
tion.  Baron  Beyens 
"  'At  any  rate,' 
anything  to  re- 
Have  we  not  always, 
of  a  century,  ful- 
of  our  neutrality  to- 
towardsall  the  other 

Have  we  not  given  Germany  evidence  of  loyal  friendship  ?  What 
return  does  Germany  propose  to  make  for  that  ?  To  make  Belgium  the  battle-field  of  Europe,  and  we 
know  what  devastation  and  disaster  modern  war  brings  in  its  train.' 

Germany  has  nothing  to  reproach  Belgium  -with  and  the  altitude  oj   Belgium  has  always  been 
perfectly  correct.' 

"'You  must  recognise  then,'  replied  Baron  Beynes,  'that  Belgium  cannot  give  you  any  other 
reply  than  that  which  she  has  given  without  losing  her  honour.  It  is  with  nations  as  with 
individuals,  and  there  is  not  one  kind  of  honour  for  peoples  and  another  for  private  folk.  You  must 
recognise,'  insisted  Baron  Beyens,  'that  the  reply  could  not  have  been  other  than  that  which  has  been 
given.' 

"  '/  recognise  it  as  a  private  individual,  but  as  Secretaty  oJ  State  I  have  no  view  to  express.'" 

Last  interview  of  Baron  Beyens  with  Herr  von  Jagow,  3rd  August,  according  to  the  book  of  M.  Waxweiler, 
"  Neutral  and  Loyal  Belgium." 


The      Belgian  Minister 
Herr    von  Jagow 

"  '  You  must  understand  that 
many  has  decided  to  violate  the 
feel  the  most  poignant  regret, 
question  of  life  or  death  for  the 
want  to  be  caught  between  the 
a  decisive  blow  at  France,  in  order 

"  '  But,'  said  Baron  Beyens, 
ently  extended  to  make  it  possible 

"They  are  too  strongly  forti- 
of   you  ?  Merely 
passage,  to  refrain 
your   railways  and 
occupy  the  fortified 

"  '  There  is,'  re- 
Minister  at  once,  '  a 
arriving  at  the  only 
demand  could  ad- 
that  France  had 
invitation  to  us  and 
it.  Would  not 
that  we  had  been 
ly  betrayal  ? ' 

tary  of  State  did 
very  pertinent  ques- 
pursued  : 

he  asked,  '  have  you 
proach  us  with  ? 
for  three  quarters 
filled  all  the  duties 
wards  Germany,  as 
Great  Powers  who  guaranteed  it  ? 


BARON  BEYENS,  Belgian  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  in  Germany. 


(    15  ) 

GREAT   BRITAIN,   GUARDIAN    OF   THE   SANCTITY  OF 

TREATIES. 


SIR  EDWARD  GOSCHEN,  British  Ambassador  in  Germany. 


"  I  found  the  Chancellor  very  agitated.  His  Excellency  at  once  began  a  harangue,  which  lasted 
for  about  twenty  minutes.  He  said  that  the  step  taken  by  His  Majesty's  Government  was  terrible 
to  a  degree  ;  jiisl  for  a  ivord — "  neutrality,''''  a  word  which  in  war  time  had  so  often  been 
disregarded — jtcst  for  a  scrap  of  paper  Great  Britain  was  going  to  make  war  on  a  kindred  nation 
who  desired  nothing  better  than  to  be  friends  with  her.  All  his  efforts  in  that  direction  had  been 
rendered  useless  by  this  last  terrible  step,  and  the  policy  to  which,  as  I  knew,  he  had  devoted 
himself  since  his  accession  to  office  had  tumbled  down  like  a  .  house  of  cards.  What  we  had  done 
was  unthinkable  ;  it  was  like  striking  a  man  from  behind  while  he  was  fighting  for  his  life  against 
two  assailants.     He  held  Great  Britain  responsible  for  all  the  terrible  events  that  might  happen. 

"  I  protested  strongly  against  that  statement,  and  said  that,  in  the  same  way  as  he  and  Herr  von  Jaow 
wished  me  to  understand  that  for  strategical  reasons  it  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  Germany  to 
advance  through  Belgium  and  violate  the  latter's  neutrality,  so  I  would  wish  him  to  understand  that  it 
was,  so  to  speak,  a  matter  of  "  life  and  death  "  for  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  tliat  she  should  keep  her 
solemn  engagement  to  do  her  utmost  to  defend  Belgium's  neutrality  if  attacked.  That  solemn  compact 
simply  had  to  be  kept,  or  what  confidence  could  any  one  have  in  engagements  given  by  Great 
Britain  in  the  future  ?  " 

Extract  from  Sir  E.  Goschen's  report  telegraphed  on  4th  August,  1914,  but  not 
received  by  the  Foreign  Office,  and  re-written  in  London  on  8th  August. 


(    i6  ) 


(    17  ) 


GERMAN  PREMEDITATION. 


"  I  have  received  from  an  absolutely  reliable  source  an  account  of  a  conversation  which  took 
place  a  fortnight  ago  between  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  in  the  presence  of  the  Chief 
of  the  General  Staff — General  von  Moltke.  This  conversation,  it  appears,  has  made  a  profound 
impression  on  King  Alberc.  I  am  in  no  way  surprised  at  the  impression  he  gathered,  which 
corresponds  with  what  I  have  myself  felt  for  some  time.  Eninity  a<^aiiisl  iis  is  incrcasiii!^,  and  the 
Emperor  lias  ceased  to  be  the  friend  of  peace.''' 

Letters  from  M.  Jules  Cambon  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  France, 
dated  22nd  November,  19 13. 

"  But  in  the  next  European  war  //  ivill  also  be  uccessaiy  that  the  small  states  should  be  forced  to 
follmv  lis  or  be  sitbdiied.  In  certain  conditions  their  armies  and  their  strong  positions  can  be  rapidly 
conquered  or  neutralised  ;  this  would  probably  be  Ihe  case  with  Belgium  and  Holland. 

" .  .  .  .  This  will  be  a  vital  question  for  us,  and  our  aim  must  be  to  take  the  offensive  with  a 
large  superiority  from  the  first  days.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  concentrate  a  large 
army,  followed  up  by  strong  Landwehr  formations,  which  will  induce  the  small  states  to  follow  us  or 
at  least  to  remain  inactive  in  the  theatre  of  operations,  and  ivhich  would  crush  them  in  the  event  of  armed 
resistance. 

"  .  .  .  .  An  ultimatum  with  a  short  time-limit,  to  be  followed  immediately  by  invasion,  would 
allow  a  sufficient  justification  for  our  action  in  international  law." 

Extract  from  a  Secret  official  report  on  the  strengthening  of  the  German  Army, 
dated  Berlin,  the  igth  March,  1913,  which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
Government  from  a  trustworthy  source. 

"  France  must  be  so  crushed  as  never  to  be  able  to  rise  again  to  interfere  with  us." 
"  This  result  must  be  secured  at  any  cost,  even  at  the  cost  of  an  European  war." 
"  The  neutrality  of  Belgium  ivill  not  stop  us." 

General  von  Bernhardi  :  Warfare  of  to-day. 

"  The  plan  for  the  invasion  of  France  was  thoroughly  thought  out  a  long  time  ago.  It  was 
necessary  for  its  success  that  it  should  take  place  in  the  north  by  ivay  of  Belgium." 

Deutsche  Kriege  Zeiinng,  2nd  September,  1914. 
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(  I«  ) 


'  yCm/U^p*^ ^t*U<i.>^    *^  5.^*4^ 


■^e^fttxt  g^;-^^£<a««  di^tclt^p  ^Im-hm.  ''j' ^^ut^t**^  ij>  <^ 


Facsimile  extract  from  a  draft  report  of  the  Belgian  Minister  for  War  in  1906  relating  to  a  private 
conversation  between  a  Belgium  oflScer  of  high  rank  and  the  British  Military  Attach^,  regarding  the 
possibility  of  a  landing  of  British  troops  m  case  o/      violation  of  Belgian  neutrality  by  Germany. 


(    '9  ) 


TARDY  AND  FLIMSY  EXCUSES. 

"  Oberstleutnant  Barnadiston  inachte  mir  Mitteilungen  von  den  Besorgnissen  des  Generalstabs 
seines  Landes  hinsichtlich  dea  allgemeinen  politischen  Lage  und  wegen  der  Moglichkeit  eines 
alsbaldigen  Kriegsausbruches.  Eine  Truppensendung  von  im  ganzen  ungefahr  100,000  Mann  sei 
fiir  den  Fall  vorgesehen,  dass  Belgien  angegriffen  wiirde." 


"  Barnardiston  fuhr  fort  :  Die  Landung  des  englischen  Truppen  werde  an  der  franzosischen 
Kiiste  stattfinden,  in  der  Gegend  von  Diinkirchen  iind  Calais,  und  zwar  wiirden  die  Truppenbewegungen 
MOGLICHST  BESCHLEUMiGT  WERDEX.  EiXE  Laxduxg  IX  Antwerpen  wiirde  viel  mehr  Zeit  erfordern, 
weil  man  grossere  Truppentransporte  brauche  und  andererseits  die  Sicherheit  weniger  gross  sei." 


"  Nachdem  Barnardiston  seine  voile  Genugtung  iiber  meine  Erklarungen  ausges-prochen  hatte, 
betonte  er  :  i.  (/^rss ////scr  Abkommex  absoliit  vertraulich  sein  solite  ;  2.  dass  es  seine  Regierung  nicht 
binden  sollte  ;  3.  dass  sein  Gesandter,  der  englische  Generalstab  und  er  und  ich  iiber  die  Angeegenheit 
unterrichtet  seien  und  4.  dass  er  nicht  wisse,  ob  man  die  Meinung  seines  Souveriins  vorher  eingeholt 
habe." 

"  Abgeschlossex,  September  1906." 


German  translation  of  the  text  opposite  by  the  Norddeulsche  Allgemeine  Zeitung,  of  the  13th  October, 
1 914.    In  this  translation  there  are  three  alterations  of  the  text  : 

(1)  ' Omission  of  the  sentence  "the  entry  of  the  English  into  Belgium  would  only  take 
place  after  the  violation  of  our  neutrality  by  Germany."  This  sentence,  which  forms  an 
integral  part  of  the  text,  is  reproduced  in  French  by  the  German  translator  after  the 
translation,  as  if  it  were  a  note  independent  of  the  text. 

(2)  Alteration  of  the  word  "  conversation  "  into  "  convention  "  (abkominen). 

(3)  Alteration  of  the  date  "end  of  September  1906"  into  the  expression  ^'■concluded 
September  igo6  "  (abgeschlosscnj. 

This  garbled  version  has  been  spread  broadcast  and  served  as  a  basis  for  the  Dutch  version 
published  at  the  Hague  (R.  W.  E.  Wijnmalen  1914)  and  the  EngUsh  version  for  America. 
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Deutsche 

Kriegszeilung 

1.  —  Namur,am  24  August 
von  den  Deutschen  genommen. 


VerofFentlichungen  des 
deutschen  GouvernemeDts. 

berlin,  5.  Sepl.  Bei  dcr  Wegnahme  des  hoch 
ill  Kwsen  goieijenen  Spprrlorls  (iiviM  haben, 
ehenso  wie  in  Naimii'.  ilic  \i>ii  Oevlci  rcicli  /ugc- 
saiidlen  scliwcii'n  Miilorltalli'diTi  sirli  diircli  ihif 
l^(•wpgli(■lll^('il.  Ti  i'Hsi(  hci  lii'il  uiid  Wii  kiing  vdi- 
IrefTich  bewaclil;  sie  liabeii  iins  aiisgezfichnele 
Uienste  geleislel.  Die  Spei  i  belesliguiigon  Girson, 
A>  velles.  Konde  und  Lafece  haben  wir  ohne 
kanipl  geniimnien.  Daiiiil  l)elindpn  sicb  samt- 
liche  Speri  belesllgiingen  iiii  noerdlicben  Frank- 
rei(  li.  aussei  der  Keslung  Maubeiige,  in  unseren 
llanden. 

Gegen  Reims  isUer  AngrilT  eingeleilel  Die 
Kavaiieiie-Arniee  d»*s  (ieneralohersien  von 
Kluik  sireill  bis  Paris.  Das  Weslheer  iiber- 
sehrill  die  Aisnelinie,  liirlgese(7,l  »ird  der  \(ir- 
marsch  gegen  die  Marne,  einzelne  Vorljulen 
erreichen  sie  bereil*. 

Dcr  Feind  belindel  sieh  vor  den  Armeen  der 
Generaidlierslen  von  Kliick.  Bnlow,  Hansen  iind 
des  llerzogs  von  Wurlleinberg  iin  Kuekzug. 
Aiil  und  liinler  der  Marne,  vor  der  Armee  des 
deiilschen  Kronprinzen  leistete  er  ini  Anschluss 
an  Verdun  Widersland,  wurde  aber  sudwarts 
zuruckgeworlen. 

Die  \rnieen  des  Kronprinzen  von  Bayern  und 
dos  Generalolierslen  von  lleeiingeii  hahen 
inunei-  nocli  einen  slarken  Feind  in  befesliglen 
Slellnngen  im  Iranzosischen  Lolhringen  gegen- 
uber. 

Ini  obern  Elsass  slreifen  denlsebe  und  franz^i- 
sisclie  Ableilungen  unler  gegenseiligen  Kanipfen. 

Ini  Oslen  ernlen  die  Truppen  des  General- 
obersleii  Hindcnburg  weilere  Knlchle  Sieges. 
Die  Zaiil  der  (ielangenen  w.iili^l  laglicli  und  siieg 
licreils  aul  neunziglausend.  Wie  \pel  (•escliiilze 
irnd  soiivlii;e  Siegeszeiehen  niich  in  den  Waldern 
unci  Suniplen  sleeken,  lassl  sirli  noeh  nielil  iiber- 
selien.  Auselieiuend  sind  drei  rnssisrhe  koni- 
iiiaiidierende  iieiieraele  gelangen.  Der  nissiselie 
\rineelnlirer  soil  nacli  lussisclien  Nai  hrielilen 
gefallen  sein. 


Nouvelles  oiBcielles 
de  la  guerre 

I.  —  Namur  a  ele  pris  par 
les  Allemands,  le  2i  aoiil. 


Nouvelles  publi6es  par  le 
Gouvernement  allemand. 

Berlin,  3  septenibre.  I  ors  tie  la  prise  des 
[oris  d'arrel  silues  sur  les  hauteurs  rocheii.ses 
de  (iivel,  loul  eomnie  a  .'Namnr,  les  lourdes 
balieries  a  inolenrs  envoyees  par  l  Aulriche  se 
sontdislingueespar  leura;>ilile,parla  precision 
de  leiir  lir  el  par  leur  eflicaeile.  Elles  nous 
ont  rendu  d  excellenls  services.  INous  avons 
pris  les  forts  d  arr^t  de  Girson.  d  Ayvelles, 
de  Foude  el  de  Lafere.  Ainsi  tons  les  forts 
d'arrel  du  nord  de  la  Fraiice.saul  la  place  forle 
de  Maubeuge,  s«  irouvent  en  iios  mains. 

L'altnque  coolre  Reims  est  preparee. 
L'arniee  de  cavalerie  du  l  olonel  general  von 
Klurk  poiisse  ses  nuirches  jnscpie  devanl  Paris. 
Lannee  de  I'ouesl  a  passe  la^ligne  de  I'Aisne, 
la  inarcbe  vers  la  .^larne  ronliiine  ;  certaines 
avant-gardes  I'onl  deja  alteinle. 

L'ennemi  est  en  relraite  devanl  les  armees 
des  colonels  generaux  Kluck,  Bulow  el  du  due 
de  Wurtlemberg.  Sur  el  derriere  la  Marne, 
devanl  I'arMiee  du  Kronprinz  allemand,  11  a 
resisle  s'appuyani  sur  Verdun,  mais  il  a  ete 
rejele  vers  le  Sud. 

Les  armees  du  prioce  lierilier  de  Daviere  el 
du  colonel  general  von  Heeriocen  se  irouveol 
loujours  en  face  d'uo  ennemi  fori  el  prolege 
par  des  (Msiiions  forlifiees  de  la  Lorralpe  frso- 
faise. 

Dans  la  HauleTAI<uice,deslroup<;s  ^llemandes 
el  franchises  baiallleDI  contliiuelleinenl  en 
pairouillanl. 

A  IXsl.  les  troupes  du  colonel  general  Hinden- 
biirg  recollenl  de  notiveanx  Iruiis  de  leur 
vicloire.  Le  nonibre  des  prisonniers  ru\ses  aug- 
menie  quotidiennement  et  a  deja  atleint  le 
ctiillre  de  90,000.  On  ne  peul  pas  encore  preciser 
le  chiHre  des  cjinons  pris,  de  nonibieux  canons 
s  etanl  enfonces  dans  les  ruarais  el  dans  les  lorels 
II  paiail  (|ue  l,»'S  generanx  conimandani  des 
corps  d'armee  sont  parnii  les  prisonniers  Le 
gencralis.sinie  russe  serail,  d'apres  des  rensei- 
gnemenls  russes,  mort. 

k  Gmerifiiit  iilaire  iWmt 


Duilsch  oiBcieel 

krijgsnieuws 

I.  —  Namen  werd  op  24 
guslus  door   de  l)uitsrliei*s 
ingenompn. 

Mededeelingen  van  het 
duitsche  Gouvernement. 

Berlijn.  3  Sepleinlier  Bij  de  wegneming  van 
liet  hoog  op  de  rolsen  liggende  afsliiilingslorl 
Givel  heliben.  zooaK  le  Nanien,  de  zuate  motor- 
ballerijen  zich  dooi  Imnne  beweegbaarheid.lref- 
zekerheid  en  uilvveiking  loortreffelijk  beproefd; 
zij  hebben  oiis  uilslekende  dienslen  i)«'VNezen De 
alsluilingsveslingen  (iirsim,  Ayvelles,  Fonde  en 
L.3(ere  hebben  »ij  zonder  strijd  genomen.  Daar- 
mede  bevinden  zieh  alle  alsliiiiingsvestiiigen  in 
'I  noordelijke  Frankrijk.  iiitf;enomen  de  v(>s(ing 
Kaubeuge,  in  onze  handen. 

Tegen  Reims  is  dp  aanval  in 't  werk  gezel.  Hel 
kavalierie-leger  van  den  generaaloversle .  von 
Kluck  slroopt  lot  »oor  Parijs 

Hel  leger  in  l  wesleii  heed  de  Aisne-linie 
nver.sclirpden.de  voorniarsch  tegen  de  Xariie 
wordi  voortgezpl.  enkele  voorhoeden  bereiken 
ze  reeds. 

De  vijand  bevindt  zich  voor  de  Icgers  der 
generaaloversten  von  Kluck,  Biilow.  Hansen  en 
herlog  van  Wurltemberg  op  den  Icrugiwhl  Op 
en  achler  de  Marne,  voor  hel  leger  van  den 
duiLschen  Kroonprins,  leverdp  hij  in  aan.sluiting 
aan  Verdun  wedei'sland,  loch  werd  hij  zuid- 
waarls  lcrllggev^orpen 

De  lepers  van  den  Kroonprins  van  Beieren 
en  van  den  generaaloversle  von  Heeringen 
sUan  nog  alUjd  legenover  eenen  sterken  vijand 
io  bevesligde  pfisilien  in  1  (ransche  Lolnaringen 

In  Opper-Elzass  slroopen  duitsche  en  Iransche 
aldeelingen  onder  wederzijdsche  gevechlen. 

In  'I  Oosten  oogslen  de  troepen  van  den  gene- 
raaloversle HIndenburg  de  vruchten  der  over- 
winning. 

Het  gelal  der  ge\angenen  groeit  dagelijks  en 
sleeg  reeds  op  90,000  man  Hoevpel  kannnnen 
en  ander  niateriaal  zich  nog  in  de  v»uuden  en 
inoerassen  lievinden,  laat  zich  nog  niel  n\erzien 
Waarschijniijk  zijn  drie  rws.sische  kommandee- 
deerenile  generaiiK  gevangen  De  ru.ssischp 
legeraanvoerili'i  z,jl  Milgpns  riissiseh,"  lijdingen 
gevallen  zijn 


War  News  placarded  at  Brussels  by  the  German  Military  |Staff. 

1.  The  fall  of  Namur. 

2.  Admission  of  the  presence  of  Austrians  before  Namur. 


(  -'I  ) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY  WAS  MORE  ANXIOUS  TO  SUPPORT 
GERMAN  FORCE  THAN  TO  RESPECT  INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. 

"  The  Hague, 

"  August  28,  1914. 

"  On  the  instructions  of  my  Government,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  as  follows  : — 
Whereas  Belgium,  having  refused  to  accept  the  proposals  made  to  her  on  several  occasions  by 
Germany,  is  affording  her  military  assistance  to  France  and  Great  Britain,  both  of  which  Powers  have 
declared  war  upon  Austria- Hungary,  and  whereas  as  has  just  been  proved,  Austrian  and  Hungarian 
nationals  in  Belgium  have  had  to  submit,  under  the  very  eyes  of  the  Belgian  authorities,  to  treatment 
contrary  to  the  most  primitive  demands  of  humanity  and  inadmissible  even  towards  subjects  of  an 
enemy  State,  therefore  Austria  finds  herself  obliged  to  break  off  diplomatic  relations  and  considers 
herself  from  this  moment  in  a  state  of  war  with  Belgium.  I  am  leaving  the  country  with  the  staff  of 
the  legation  and  1  am  entrusting  the  protection  of  Austrian  interests  to  the  United  States  Minister  in 
Belgium.  The  Austro-Hungarian  Government  are  forwarding  his  passports  to  Count  Errembault  de 
Dudzeele." 

CLARY. 


Declaration  of  war  from  Austria  to  Belgium  (telegram  addressed  by  Count  Clary, 
Austro-Hungarian  Minister,  to  M.  Davignon)  four  days  after  the  fall  of  Naiinir. 


"  Antwerp, 

"  August  29,  1914. 

'■  Belgium  has  always  entertained  friendly  relations  with  all  her  neighbours  without  distinction. 
She  has  scrupulously  fulfilled  the  duties  imposed  upon  her  by  her  neutrality.  If  she  has  not  been  able 
to  accept  Germany's  proposals,  it  is  because  those  proposals  contemplated  the  violation  of  her 
engagements  toward  Europe,  engagements  which  form  the  conditions  of  the  creation  of  the  Belgian 
Kingdom.  She  has  been  unable  to  admit  that  a  people,  however  weak  they  may  be,  should  fail  in  their 
duty  and  sacrifice  their  honour  by  yielding  to  force.  The  Government  have  ivaited,  not  only  until  the 
ultimatum  had  expired,  but  also  until  Belgian  territory  had  been  violated  by  German  troops,  before 
appealing  to  France  and  Great  Britain,  guarantors  of  her  neutrality,  under  the  same  terms  as  ate 
Germany  and  Austria-Hungary,  to  co-operate  in  the  name  and  in  virtue  of  the  treaties  in  defence  of 
Belgian  territory.  By  repelling  the  invaders  by  force  of  arms,  she  has  not  even  committed  an  hostile 
act  as  laid  down  by  the  provisions  of  Article  10  of  the  Hague  Convention  respecting  the  rights  and 
duties  of  neutral  Powers. 

"  Germany  herself  has  recognised  that  her  attack  constitutes  a  violation  of  international  laiv,  and; 
being  unable  to  justify  it,  she  has  pleaded  her  strategical  interests. 

"  Belgium  formally  denies  the  allegation  that  Austrian  and  Hungarian  nationals  ha\  e  suffered 
treatment  in  Belgium  contrary  to  the  most  primitive  demands  of  humanity. 

"  The  Belgian  Government,  from  the  very  commencement  of  hostilities,  have  issued  the  strictest 
orders  for  the  protection  of  Austro-Hungarian  persons  and  property.'' 

DAVIGNON. 


The  reply  of  the  Belgian  Government. 


(.  22 


Motor  cars  equipped  with  mortars  lent  by  Austria  to  Germany  for  an  attack  on  the  fortifications  of 
Namur,  Maubeuge  and  Antwerp.  These  formidable  engines  of  destruction  remained  some  time  at 
Brussels.  They  are  here  shown  at  the  infantry  barracks  with  the  Austrian  ofi5cers  and  men  entrusted 
with  the  working  of  them. 

"  Our  batteries  of  motors  equipped  with  mortars,  coming  from  various  directions,  were  concentrated 
at  Cologne  on  August  15th.  It  was  there,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  to  i6th,  that  I  received  the  order 
to  proceed.  Wc  were  directed  first  to  Ven'iers  and  halted  there.  On  August  21st  we  left  Verviers  for 
Namur  where  our  activities  commenced.  Two  hours  after,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  day,  the  first  fort  of 
Namur,  Cognelle,  fell  ;  the  second  followed  an  hour  later.  A  mortar  of  30  cm.  5  had  been  in  action 
against  the  Cognelle  fort,  two  of  45  cm.  against  the  other.  By  August  24th  Nainur  was  in  our  hands. 
The  27th  saw  us  on  the  way  to  Maubeuge,  and  on  the  29th  we  were  there  in  position,  with  only  half 
our  batteries,  however,  since  the  remainder  were  approaching  Givet." 

Statement  of  the  Austrian  Colonel  Albert  Langer,  to  the  Nciic  Ficic  Prcssc  of  Vienna  (i8th  February, 
1913),  reporting  tlic  co-opcnitioii  of  Austria  in  the  war  against  Belgium  as  early  as  August  i6th, 
12  days  before  the  rupture  r)f  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the  Austro-Hungarian  and  Belgian 
Governments. 


(  n  ) 


BELGIUM  BEFORE  THE  INVASION. 


"The  Belgium  population  is  of  a  peaceful  temperament  ;  its  demeanour  is  one  of  calm  and  it 
has  great  practical  sense.  The  Civil  Authorities  had  warned  it  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  to 
maintain  the  attitude  of  self-possession  demanded  by  the  circumstances.  .  .  .  The  religious 
authorities  had  spoken  in  the  same  sense  as  the  civil  rulers." 

Jules  Van  den  Heuvel,  Minister  of  State,  Minister  of  Belgium  at  the  Vatican. 
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AUX  HABITANTS 

DU 

PAYS  DE  LIEGE 


La  grande  Allemagne  eovabit  noire  lerriloire  apres 
un  ultimalum  qui  constilue  on  outrage. 

La  petite  Beigique  a  relev6  Gerement  le  gant. 

L'armee  va  faire  son  devoir ! 

La  population  du  pays  de  Liege  accomplira  le  sien ! 

Aussi  ne  cessera-l-elle  de  donner  I'exemple  du  calme 
el  du  respect  aux  lois. 

Son  ardent  patriotismc  en  repond. 

Vive  le  Roi.  commandant  en  chef  de  l'armee ! 

Vive  la  Beigique ! 

Le  Li«utertuit-C«a«rmJ 
Gouverneur  MillUir*  d»  Llc?'? 

LEMAN. 

Lifege.  le  4  AoQt  1914. 


Tl'clllsltllinils. 

TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF 
THE  DISTRICT  OF  LIEGE. 

I^ovverful  .Germany  invades  our  territory 
after  an  ultimatum  which  is  tantamount  to  an 
outrage.  Little  Belgium  has  proudly  jiicked 
up  the  gauntlet. 

The  Army  will  do  its  duty  ! 

The  population  of  Liege  will  also  fulfil 
theirs  ! 

They  will  not  cease  to  give  an  example  of 
calm  and  respect  for  law. 

Their  fervent  patriotism  is  a  guarantee  of 
this. 

I/Ong  live  the  King  !     Commander  and 
General  of  the  Army. 
Long  live  Belgium  ! 

Leman,  Military  Lieutenant, 
Governor  of  Liege. 

Liege,  4th  August,  19 14. 


VILLE  DE  LIEGE 


L>E  BOURGMESTRE  A  SES  CONCITOYENS 

Je  crois  utile  de  rmis  rommnniquer  o-apres  le  texte  d  unf  i-irrulaire  qup  |e  \  ien>  de  rece 
voir  de  M  le  Ministry  de  I  Inteneur  el  qui  regie  les  droits  el  le*-  devoirs  dc^  liftbitanLs  en 
ca.*-  d  ocrupfttion  etran^ere 

J  attire  touLe  voire  Hlieiilion  ^ur  \es  indjcatiODs  c.r.tenue'-  duns  re  docnnu  rit  qui  vous 
servira  eventuellement  de  guide  si  le  malheur  vouIhiI  que  notre  ville  fot  un  iipee  par 
]  armee  en  vahiesajiU- 

G.  KLEYER 


TOWN  OF  LIEGE. 

Liege,  5th  August,  1914. 

The  Burgomaster  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

I  consider  that  it  is  fitting  to  communicate 
to  you  herewith  the  text  of  a  circular  that  I 
have  just  received  from  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  in  which  he  lays  down  the  rights 
and  duties  of  the  inhabitants  in  case  of  a 
foreign  occupation. 

I  call  your  earnest  attention  to  the  instruc- 
tions contained  in  this  circular  which  will 
serve  as  a  guide  for  your  conduct  in  case  our 
town  is  unfortunately  occupied  by  the  in- 
vading Army. 

Burgomaster  G.  Kleyek. 


I.  Proclamation  by  the  Military  Governor  of  Li6ge  to  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  environs, 
n.  Communication  by  the  Burgomaster  of  Li6ge  to  his  fellow  citizens. 
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Oouvernement  Provincial  de  Namur 

Avis  tres  important 


Le  Gouverneur  civil  attire  la  tres  serieuse 
attention  des  habitants  de  la  province  sur  le 
tres  grave  danger  qui  pourrait  resulter  pour 
tes  civils  de  se  servir  d'armcs  contre  rennemt. 

lis  doivent,  a  cet  egard.  observer  comme  il 
convient  du  reste,  I'abstention  la  plus  complete. 

C'est  a  la  lorce  publique  seule  qu'il  appartient 
de  defendre  le  territoire 

Toute  inobservation  de  cette  recomman- 
dation  serait  de  nature  a  provoquer.  le  cas 
echeant.  des  represailles.  des  incendies.  etc. 

Namur.  le  7  aoCit  1914 

Baron  de  Montpellie. 

Vu  el  approiive  . 
Niiiiinr.  Ir  7  :i<ii'it  lill  I 

Le  Goui^erti^ur  mjtiotrt:. 

MICHEL. 


Traiislaiioiis. 

PROVINCIAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  NAMUR. 
VERY  IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

The  civil  Governor  calls  ihe  very  earnest  attention 
ot  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  to  the  grave  danger 
in  which  civilians  might  be  placed  in  case  they  should 
take  up  arms  against  the  enemy. 

In  this  matter  it  is  most  essential  that  they  should 
observe  a  complete  self-restraint. 

The  defence  of  the  territory  is  the  duty  of  the  public 
forces  alone. 

Any  disregard  of  this  appeal  might  have  the  effect 
of  provoking  reprisals,  such  as  the  burning  of  build- 
ings, &c. 

Bakox  ue  Montpellier. 
Seen  and  approved. 

Namur,  yth  August,  1914. 

The  Military  Governor 
MICHEL. 

7th  August,  19 14. 


AVIS 

Tous  delcQlciirs  <lariiii'<  .ilcu  ilj>ils.  r.ir.'iMncs.  revol- 
vers), parliculi(T>  I'l  iic.;<i'i  i.ii!i^.  sonl  leiiiis  iiblisaldlrcnipnt 
d'eo  liiire  rpmi>e  u  I  IIdIi  I  iIc  Mile,  au  plus  lard  Luodi  (7 
couraiil.  de  <0  heur<>$  a  midl. 


Les  armes  deposees  de\  mni 
laire.  II  sera  deli\re  rerepis-'f 


porter  1  adressc  du  prcpria- 
du  depiii. 


De  ;e  teoir  ft  I  t] 
d  il  y  a  eu  proi  uo 


Si  le 
de  l'«<s< 


upeot.  poor  Be  de'.'D 
10  ne  puiue  qu 


L  eote  de  i 
loi  puDit  d  en 
repr^KioQ  sr 
dee  lemmee  at  dee  eofeat 


leote.  RO  pille^e  et  eu  mat 


peurrei 
■ecre  d( 


UD  Veritable  orime  que  le 
servir  da  preteiita  a  one 
la  populetioa  tecoceate. 


Fleurus.  le  U  Aoiil  I9U. 


Le  Bourgtoeatre, 

tVERAERTS. 


,  Imp  Lucien  Hacquart-Wfttia 


NOTICE. 

Any  one  in  possession  of  firearms  (such  as  guns, 
riHes,  or  revolvers),  whether  in  their  private  capacity 
or  as  dealers,  are  hereby  ordered  to  deposit  them  at 
the  Hotel  cle  Ville  not  later  than  Monday,  the  17th 
instant,  between  10  o'clock  and  noon. 

The  arms  deposited  must  bear  the  address  of  the 
owner.    A  receipt  will  be  given  for  the  arms  deposited. 

The  Mmister  for  the  Interior  recommends  civilians 
in  case  the  enemy  should  show  himself  in  that  district  : 
Not  to  fight  ; 

To  give  expression  to  no  insulting  or  threatening 
words  ; 

To  remain  within  their  houses  and  close  the 
windows,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
allege  that  there  was  any  provocation  ; 

To  evacuate  any  house  or  isolated  hamlet  which 
the  soldiers  may  occupy  in  order  to  defend 
themselves,  so  that  it  cannot  be  alleged  that 
civilians  have  fired  ; 

An  act  of  violence  committed  by  a  single  civilian 
would  be  actually  a  crime  for  which  the  law 
provides  arrest  and  punishment.  It  is  all  the 
more  reprehensible  in  that  it  might  serve  as 
a  pretext  for  measures  of  oppression  resulting 
in  bloodshed  or  pillage,  the  massacre  of  the 
innocent  population,  with  the  women  and 
children. 
Fleurus,  14th  August,  1914. 

The  Burgomaster, 

Dr.  EVERAERTS 


Examples  of  proclamations  issued  by  the  provincial  and  communal  authorities 

(1)  The  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Namur. 

(2)  The  Burgomaster  of  Fleurus. 
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1 


Geheral  Leman 


Lieutenant-General  LEMAN,  Commanding  the  fortified  position  of  Liege. 

{See  p.  28). 
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HOW   THE   CIVIL   POPULATION   WAS   PREPARED  TO 

RECEIVE   THE  ENEMY. 

"  The  threat  of  foreign  invasion  must  cause  trouble  and  emotion  among  the  people.  The  first 
duty  of  Communal  officials  must  be  to  warn  those  over  whom  they  exercise  authority  of  their  duties 
towards  their  country,  and  of  the  attitude  which  they  must  adopt  towards  the  invading  army.  For 
that  reason  the  present  circular  is  issued. 

"  According  to  the  Laws  of  War,  armed  action — that  is  to  say,  resistance  to  or  attack  on  the 
enemy,  the  use  of  weapons  against  isolated  soldiers  of  the  hostile  army,  or  direct  intervention  in 
combats  and  skirmishes — is  never  permitted  to  men  who  are  not  embodied  in  either  (i)  the  Regular 
Army,  (2)  the  Civic  Guard,  or  (3)  Bodies  of  Volunteers  observing  military  law,  subject  to  a  responsible 
officer,  and  wearing  a  distinctive  badge. 

"  Only  such  persons  are  authorised  to  engage  in  hostilities  and  are  styled  belligerents  ;  when  they 
are  captured  or  lay  down  their  arms  they  are  entitled  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

"  If  the  population  of  a  region  not  yet  occupied  by  the  enemy  takes  arms  spontaneously  at  the 
approach  of  the  invader,  but  has  not  the  time  to  organize  itself  in  military  fashion,  it  will  be  considered 
belligerent  if  it  openly  carries  arms  and  observes  the  Laws  of  War. 

"  But  isolated  individals,  belonging  to  none  of  the  categories  stated  above,  who  may  engage  in 
acts  of  hostility,  would  not  be  considered  as  belligerents.  If  captured  they  would  certainly  have 
worse  treatment  than  prisoners  of  war,  and  might  even  be  put  to  death. 

Acts  forbidden  to  soldiers  arc  of  course  still  more  inadmissible  to  civilians — such  as  the  use  of 
poison  or  poisoned  weapons,  the  killing  or  wounding  by  treachery  of  persons,  military  or  civil, 
belonging  to  the  hostile  nation,  the  killing  or  wounding  of  enemies  who  have  laid  down  their  arms, 
who  can  no  longer  defend  themselves,  and  have  surrendered  at  discretion." 

Extract  from  the  circular  addressed  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities  on  the 
4th  August,  1914,  by  the  minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Berryer,  to  the  2,700 
communes  of  Belgium.  The  Governors  and  Burgomasters  saw  that  these 
instructions  were  posted  everywhere. 


"TO  CIVILIANS. 

"  The  minister  of  the  Interior  recommends  civilians  in  case  the  enemy  should 
show  himself  in  that  district : 
"  Not  to  flg-ht ; 

"  To  give  expression  to  no  insulting-  or  threatening  words ; 

"  To  remain  within  their  houses  and  close  the  windows,  so  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  allege  that  there  was  any  provocation  ; 

"  To  evacuate  any  houses  or  isolated  hamlet  which  the  soldiers  may  occupy 
in  order  to  defend  themselves,  so  that  it  cannot  be  alleged  that  civilians  have 
fired ; 

"  An  act  of  violence  committed  by  a  single  civilian  would  be  actually  a  crime 
for  which  the  law  provides  arrest  and  punishment.  It  is  all  the  more  repre- 
hensible in  that  it  might  serve  as  a  pretext  for  measures  of  oppression,  resulting 
in  bloodshed  or  pillage,  the  massacre  of  the  innocent  population  with  the  women 
and  children." 

Every  Belgian  newspaper  published  on  each  day  the  above  notice  on  its  first 
page  in  large  print. 
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THE   HONOUR   OF   THE   BELGIAN  ARMY. 

"  Sire, 

"  After  several  battles  had  been  fought  with  great  bravery  on  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  of  August  by  the 
3rd  Division  of  the  Army  reinforced  from  the  5th  by  the  15th  Brigade,  I  considered  that  the  forts  of  Liege 
could  no  longer  serve  as  more  than  a  temporary  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  nevertheless 
maintained  the  military  government  of  the  place  in  order  that  I  might  organise  its  defence  as  far  as 
was  possible  for  me,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  moral  effect  on  the  garrisons  of  the  forts. 

"  That  my  decision  was  well  founded  was  proved  by  the  grave  events  that  followed. 

Your    Majesty   is    aware    that   I    took   up   my    position    in    the  fort   of   Loncin   on  the 
6th  August  towards  noon. 


"  Sire, 

"  You  will  be  grieved  to  learn  that  this  fort  was  blown  up  about  5.20,  burying  in  its  ruins  the 
greater  part  of  the  Garrison,  perhaps  four-fifths. 

"  I  should  have  lost  my  life  in  this  catastrophe  had  it  not  been  that  my  escort,  composed  of 
Commander  Captain  Collard,  a  non-commissioned  Infantry  Officer,  who  has  no  doubt  perished, 
gendarme  Thevenin  and  my  two  orderlies  (Ch.  Vandenbossche  and  Jos.  Lecocq),  removed  me  from  a 
part  of  the  fort  where  I  was  in  danger  of  asphyxiation  by  the  fumes  of  the  explosion.  I  was 
carried  into  the  trench,  where  i  fell.  A  German  Captain  of  the  name  of  Griison  gave  me  some  water 
to  drink,  but  I  was  made  a  prisoner  and  then  taken  to  Liege  in  an  ambulance. 

"  I  am  confident  of  having  upheld  the  honour  of  our  arms.  I  surrendered  neither  the  fortress  nor 
the  forts. 

"  I  trust.  Sire,  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to  pardon  the  shortcomings  of  this  letter  ;  I  am  physically 
much  prostrated  by  the  explosion  at  Loncin,  In  Germany,  where  I  am  about  to  be  taken,  my  thoughts 
will  be,  as  they  have  ever  been,  of  Belgium  and  her  King.  I  would  willingly  have  given  my  life  in  their 
service,  but  death  has  passed  me  by. 

Lieutenant-General, 

"  (Sd.)  G.  LEMAN." 


"  In  the  name  of  the  nation  I  greet  you,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  third  division  and  fifteenth 
mixed  brigade.  You  have  all  done  your  duty,  you  have  upheld  the  honour  of  our  army  and  you  have 
shown  the  enemy  what  it  costs  unjustly  to  attack  a  peaceable  people,  which  finds  invincible  strength  in 
its  righteous  cause.    The  country  may  well  be  proud  of  you." 

Extract  from  King  Albert's  message  to  the  army  after  the  fall  of  Liege. 
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M.Adolphh:  Max 

M.  ADOLPHE  MAX,  Burgomaster  of  the  City  of  Brussels,  imprisoned  by  order 
of  the  German  Military  Governor,  on  26th  September  1914,  detained  in  a  fortress 
without  ever  having  been  tried. 

"As  long  as  I  live  and  i"etain  my  liberty  /  will  protect  ivillt  all  my  power  the  riji^Iils  aiul  iJic  dii^lnity  of 
my  felloiv  citizens.'^ 

Words  of  M.  Max,  posted  on  the  walls  of  the  Capital  the  day  before  tlie  entry  of 
the  German  Troops,  19th  August,  1914. 
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A  BURGOMASTER  ANXIOUS  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  DIGNITY 

AND  INTERNAL  ORDER. 


Vn.T.B  DB  RRUXEULF.S 


(mBnn. 

till  Hvls.  nlllrM  auiounrhnl.  ihhk  apiiri'iiil  Ir 
Dmpnii  Im'Ihf  Rrtxsn^  nux  rm  iiiii-^  ilt-  ihln  ili-iiH'iin->  i-sl 
run,<(id<^n'  rutiime  uito  •  itruMiuiliiiii  •  luir  k^i  Iroupra 

Li'  FrlcMJnn^ctial  von  dcr  iluitt,  ilniis  SN>|>nirlHiiinlli>n 
du  i  sfiilvmbn'  dhiill  (HHirtiiiK  •  uc  iIi'iiuiihIit  It  |i<-r- 
sniiiie  d<>  rviilvr sra 'iriillnH'iil.s  |mlrl<illt|iM»i  >.  Nimi>  iir 
IMMivlons  rinnr  pnWoIr  qiii>  riilllriiinUoii  dp  <•»!>  sciilliiiriils 

serr.ll  tciws  poiir  uiic  ulTensr. 

Lnflldip  qui  immis  Io  r^\Mti  ■  |n  |p  rrfiiniwls. 
rtM!ii<H.-  ea  (onuo  niesun%  cl  aver  Ir  soud  de  im^iMwrir 
DOS  !iiiS4;ciillbll!uVt. 

tile  n'tu  lilesspra  |his  niolns,  d'liiir  nranl^re  pmlitiidr. 
I'ardenle  cl  Utrr  populHlinn  de  Hnivi-llrs. 

Jr  deniondc  A  rcUr  (lopiitallnii  do  doniirr  tin  ikmivi-I 
cxriii|ile  (lu  suiiK-lrokl  cl  dr  [a  Kniiidriir  d'rtiiii'  dmil  rll«Y 
0  fournl       Itinl  dp  (truuvrs  rii  c<>  |iiur>  du<ilourru\. 

AccephiOii  provlsiiimm'nl  k"  siMTiflrr  qui  nuus 
ImposA.  rt^lirons  nos  drii|M'ii«\  |M>ur  iMlrr  dcs  cimniLs,  rl 
aUrndoib  ixillenimriit  I  buiirr  de  Iji  r^iNiniUuii. 

Bnixelles,  ir  It  se|)teinbr«  lUii. 

Le  Boiirgmnilrc 
AOOLPHE  BKAZ. 


STAP  llRrTflSHL 


lUHEHHIS, 

I  it  I'fii  Ihtii-Iii  hi-ilcii  a:iiiK<'|it>'tk(.  \ iM'iii'iiii'ii  wi)  iliil 
ill'  llritilM  III'  \  ilir  iinii  ilr  iii'M'l^  'mx  r  hiil/i'ii  (irljlil. 
iliHir  ill'  0/itM'lii'  liiM'|M'ii  hU  iTiir  •  iiIIiIiikIuii  •  Wiinll 

ilOSriKIUHil 

VrliliiiniirM'liiilk  Mill  ili  r  tinllr.  In  rUiii'  |inN'liiuinlir 

Mill  t  M'IiIi'IIiIh'I'.  /ri  IIIH  lllllll>  :  ■  Ik  >  nillK  lUlM  llll'lllllllll 
xijiir  lUltriiiliM'lir  fti'Mn'liitlN  Ir  iiMl f i'K)ti'll  *•  kiillllrti 
ilii>  iilrl  MMir/irii  iliil  mill  hrl  lM'tr>lli;i'ii  ili'»'r  ki'MX'Ii'<I''< 
■I'll  iN'IriillKriiil  kiinikli  r  luu  Imttrkriiil  Miintcii. 

Ill'  |ilnkliHrr  wiiiirlilj  uij  riilkN  M  i'iii  iiirn.  Iv  Ik  iH-ki'ii 
hrl.  iiii|ii'sli-lil  in  Ki'iiiiil'l'il''  HiHirili'ii  I'li  uiiiilrr  lirl 
iiitii'lil  III  iiiiri'  grMH'li'ii>  Ir  willi'M  kn-iikrn. 

y.ij  nil  iiirliriiilii  ill'  Mirixr  rii  Urn' iM'Miiklliv  vin 

llruvM'l  llll'|l  kVM'Ux'll. 

Ik  »niiiK  mill  ilrrr  iM'MilkiiiK  ii'iinlriiw  Im'»I1»  li'nr\m 
Mill  ill'  kiH'lliliHilliilirlil  I'M  ill'  iinHilMiiHilliilirlil  Viiiiinuil 
ill  ItiiiiMl'l  lilijkrll  llii'll  iiritrM'll  III  iliH'  llrm'Vr  ll|ilrll. 

IjiuI  iiii>  MHirliMi|ilK  liH  iifTrr  iliil  iMi^  ii|iK<'li1ld  >vonll 
Millin'iiKi'li :  liiiil  iiiimIi'  ^lllKK•1l  liiln'kki'ii  iini  lMil>lliKrn 
Ir  MMirkiiiiii'ii.  I'll  liial  iiii>  iiii'l  Ki'<liild  Ih'I  uur  iIit  vpi^ 
IpmliiiK  iilHurhU-ii. 

BmsM-i,  lirn  in*  Sr|i<riiib<T  lUli. 

Df  Itun/ntiffKlfr, 

■  Adolf  MAX. 

lbM.1       llMk-  M  4*«uilnihkrr^  I-  UlITnl    I  Mk..n«iru<  li 


If  PI  BBUH 


Le  Gouverneur  Allemand  de 
U  Vilie  de  Liege.  Lieutenant-Gino- 
ral  von  Kolewe,  a  fait  afficher  hier 


I  avis  suivani : 


li-li  ImtM-  iitii-li  Ki'iioii^i  f:r^  li>-ii  ili'ii  Iti'ii'* 
BiTnil'i*lrl'M:l\  wi'}:i'iiili('iisU\iilri;:rii\n'Ii;t)lriUk 
\on  n'iliriii  Aliilr  /.ii  vii<i[ii'ttilii'rrii  l-j  U'liliilrl 


Ali.t-  huhilniiu      In  Iji  - 

I."  I!iim');iiii'>iri)  il>  |lni\i'lli'<  ;bi;iii  ^i\„u  an 

riiliirii;iliil;i||l  ;tllrNi:iNit  qilu  lu  liiillli'|-ni  llli'lil 

fi-.-iiiriii-  a  ili'i'l:ii-i-  au  i;<.iiii'nii-iiir-iii  |M-Ip' 

riiiii«~.iiiiiiii'  lie  io«i.ii'i'  Mn<'ii>iM'iiii'iii  I'll 

III!  riiji'  iiiiiiiiifi'i:.  VII  ijirij  «e  mil  liti-iiii'iiif  Im-ri'  ^rh  in  rlirrniiilliT  Hall  in  I'iiiri-  Fii'liiiiR. 
Mkiili'leiMvc-  • 

J  oppose  i  eetto  affirmation  le      Brtswi  neo  16  vfiriuhrr  miv 
dementi  le  plus  formeL 


Adolphe  max. 


Ikr  ililiii'n'-Gmtrenicur 

Freiherr  von  LDTTWITZ. 


[  AVIS 


l.e  l^iiir-piii>>.ii-i  M.ii.  ny.itii  (air  ili^bul 
niiX  rii^:!;:!')!)!'!!!-  •■uruui-ii^  t-ini'ro  If  IrfHi- 
iiTiiriiii'iu  .illniii'iiiil.  |r  im  III  liinV  He 
le  »it«|H'iiitre  <lfi  »•«  lon(-(iuiL^  HuitNCur  HiU 
Se  lr'<>ll^^  ei>  (li'ii'iiiimi  tiniKinlilc  ilans  une 

Baron  von  liDTTWIE. 


The  Belgian  Communal  Authorities  attempted  everywhere  to  lessen  the  humiliation  to  which  the 
population  was  subjected  by  the  orders  and  requisitions  of  the  occupying  power.  Nowhere  were  such 
untiring  pains  taken  to  this  end  as  at  Brussels.  Burgomaster  Max,  by  his  tact  and  patriotism,  found  a 
means  of  inducing  his  fellow  citizens  to  carry  out  measures  which  were  deeply  wounding  to  their 
sentiment  of  national  dignity. 

Above  is  a  proclamation  addressed  by  him  to  the  population  of  Brussels  in  consequence  of  the  order 
issued  by  the  Military  Governor  of  the  town  for  the  removal  of  the  Belgian  Flags.  Next  day  this 
proclamation  was  covered  over  with  white  paper,  and  10  days  later  M.  Max  was  carried  away  prisoner  to 
Germany, 
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Translations. 


CITY   OF  BRUSSELS. 


Beloved  Fellow  Citizens  : — 


A  notice  posted  to-day  informs  us  that  the  Belgian  Flag  which  flies  from  the  front  of  our 
houses  is  looked  upon  as  a  "  provocation  "  by  the  German  Troops. 

Field  Marshal  von  der  Goltz  said,  however,  in  his  proclamation  of  2nd  September,  that  "  nobody 
would  be  required  to  abjure  his  patriotic  feelings."  Thus  we  could  not  foresee  that  to  show  these 
feelings  would  be  regarded  as  a  crime. 

The  proclamation  which  informs  us  that  it  is  so  is,  I  acknowledge,  drawn  up  in  moderate  terms 
and  witli  a  regard  for  our  susceptibilities. 

It  will  none  the  less  be  deeply  wounding  to  the  sensitive  and  proud  population  of  Brussels. 

I  ask  the  population  of  this  town  to  give  a  fresh  example  of  the  self-restraint  and  greatness  of 
soul  which  it  has  already  so  often  exhibited  during  these  sad  days. 

Let  us  provisionally  accept  the  sacrifice  which  is  imposed  upon  us  ;  let  us  withdravv  our  flags  in 
order  to  prevent  any  friction,  and  patiently  await  the  hour  of  redress. 

Brussels,  i6th  September.  1914. 

Burgomaster,  ADOLPHE  MAX. 


CITY  OF  BRUSSELS. 

The  German  Governor  of  the  Town  of  Liege, 
Lieut.-General  von  Kolewe,  caused  the  following 
notice  to  be  posted  yesterday  : — 

"  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Liege. 

"  The  Burgomaster  of  Brussels  has  informed 
the  German  Commander  that  the  French 
Government  has  declared  to  the  Belgian 
Government  the  impossibihty  of  giving  them 
any  offensive  assistance  whatever,  seeing  that 
they  themselves  are  forced  to  adopt  the 
defensive." 

I  absolutely  deny  this  assertion. 

Adolphe  Max, 

Burgomaster. 


NOTICE. 

Burgomaster  Max,  having  failed  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  entered  into  with  the  German 
Government,  I  am  forced  to  suspend  him  from 
his  position.  M.  Max  will  find  himself  under 
honourable  detention  in  a  fortress. 

Brussels,  the  26  Sept.,  1914. 

Baron  von  Ltixxwirz, 

General, 
Military  Governor. 
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HIS  EMINENCE  CARDINAL  MERCIER,  Archbishop  of  Malines,  Primate  of  Belgium, 
President  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Belgium. 

"The  senuiiil  is  vol  above  his  lord."  Text  of  St.  Matthew,  quoted  by  the  Cardinal  in  his  Pastoral  Letter  at  Clnistmas. 
All  the  copies  of  tiiis  letter  were  seized  with  a  view  to  their  destruction  hy  the  German  Military  Authorities.  The  venerable 
Archbishop  was  imprisoned  in  his  Palace  and  forbidden  to  move  about  in  his  diocese  or  in  the  disbict  under  his 
jurisdiction. 
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A  GREAT  BISHOP  IN  PRESENCE  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 

OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 

i 

5 

"  From  the  outset  of  military  operations  the  civil  authorities  of  the  country  urged  upon  all^  private 
persons  the  necessity  of  abstention  from  hostile  acts  against  the  enemy's  army.  That  instruction  remains 
in  force. 

"  It  is  our  army,  and  our  army  solely,  in  league  with  the  valiant  troops  of  our  Allies,  that  has  the 
honour  and  the  duty  of  national  defence.    Let  us  entrust  the  army  with  our  final  deliverance. 

"  Toivards  the  persons  of  those  who  are  holding  dominion  among  us  by  military  force,  and  who 
assuredly  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  chivalrous  energy  with  which  we  have  defended,  and  are  still 
defending,  our  independence,  let  its  conduct  ourselves  with  all  needful  forbearance.  Some  among 
them  have  declared  themselves  willing  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  severity  of  our  situation  and 
to  help  us  to  recover  some  minimum  of  regular  civil  life.  Let  us  observe  the  rules  they  have  laid  upon 
us  so  long  as  those  rules  do  not  violate  our  personal  liberty,  nor  our  consciences  as  Christians,  nor  our 
duty  to  our  country.    Let  us  not  take  bravado  for  courage,  nor  tumult  for  bravery. 

"  You  especially,  my  dearest  Brethren  in  the  Priesthood,  be  you  at  once  the  best  examples  of 
Patriotism  and  the  best  supporters  of  public  order. 

"  On  the  field  of  battle  you  have  been  magnificent.  The  King  and  the  Army  admire  the  intre- 
pidity of  our  military  chaplains  in  face  of  death,  their  charity  at  the  work  of  the  ambulance.  Your 
Bishops  are  proud  of  you. 

"  You  have  suffered  greatly.  You  have  endured  much  calumny.  But  be  patient  ;  history  will  do 
you  justice.    I  to-day  bear  my  witness  for  you. 

"  Wherever  it  has  been  possible  /  have  questioned  our  heople,  our  clergy,  and  particularly  a 
considerable  number  of  priests  who  had  been  deported  to  German  prisons,  but  whom  a  principle  of 
humanity,  to  which  I  gladly  render  homage,  has  since  set  at  liberty.  Well,  /  affirm  upon  my  honour, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  assert  upon  faith  of  my  oath,  that  until  now  /  have  not  met  a  single  ecclesiastic, 
secular  or  regular,  who  had  once  incited  civilians  to  bear  arms  against  the  enemy.  All  have  loyally 
followed  the  instructions  of  their  Bishops,  given  in  the  early  days  of  August,  to  the  effect  that  they 
were  to  use  their  moral  influence  over  the  civil  population  so  that  order  might  be  preserved  and 
military  regulations  observed. 

"  I  exhort  you  to  persevere  in  this  ministry  of  peace,  which  is  for  you  the  sanest  form  of 
Patriotism  ;  to  accept  with  all  your  hearts  the  privations  you  have  to  endure  ;  to  simplify  still  further, 
if  it  is  possible,  your  way  of  life.  One  of  you  who  is  reduced  by  robbery  aud  pillage  to  a  state 
bordering  on  total  destitution,  said  to  me  lately,  '  I  am  living  now  as  I  wish  I  had  lived  always.'  " 

Extract  from  the  second  part  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  of  Cardinal  Mercier,  entitled 
Patriotism  and  Endurance.  Such  a  teaching  cannot  but  have  greatly  aided  a 
strong  and  religious  people  to  support  with  resignation  and  in  silent  hope  the 
galling  yoke  of  brute  force. 
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(   34  ) 


M.  HENRY  CARTON  DE  WIART,  Belgian  Minister  of  Justice. 


"  In  spite  of  tlie  untold  atrocities,  in  spite  of  murders,  in  spite  of  the  burning  and  massacre  of 
iimocents,  tlie  loss  of  wealth  and  the  destruction  of  so  many  works  of  beauty— for  dead  stones  as  well 
as  living  souls,  have  suffered  martyrdom  at  the  hands  of  the  invader — though  our  towns  have  been 
devastated  and  our  fields  laid  waste,  though  our  families  are  in  mourning  and  wandering  among 
ruins  or  passing  on  their  way  to  exile,  who  amongst  all  these  sufferers  would  to-day  exchange  his  loss 
for  the  gain  of  the  robber  ?  " 

Speech  delivered  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  Paris,  20th  December,  1914. 
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THE   BELGIAN   GOVERNMENT   AS   GUARDIAN  OF 
INTERNATIONAL  LAW. 

"  Numerous  violations  of  the  rules  of  international  law  and  of  the  duties  of  humanity  have  been 
committed  by  the  Invaders. 

"They  cannot  remain  without  protest.  They  must  be  held  up  to  the  reprobation  of  the  civilised 
world. 

"  A  Committee  has  now  been  formed  with  this  object. 

"  This  Committee  proposes  to  collect,  classify  and  examine  in  the  most  careful  and  impartial 
manner  possible,  all  the  facts  which  may  come  to  its  knowledge. 

"The  Civil  and  Military  Authorities,  as  well  as  private  persons,  are  invited  to  bring  to  its  notice 
cases  of  violation  of  international  law,  and  to  furnish  at  the  same  time  any  circumstances  which  may 
serve  as  evidence  thereof."    (Moiiitcttr  Beige,  August  8th,  1914.) 

By  the  ministerial  order,  of  which  the  above  is  the  preamble,  the  Minister  of  Justice  composed  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  as  follows  : — 

President  :  M.  van  Iseghen,  President  of  the  Court  of  Cassation. 

Members  :  MM.  Cattier,  Professor  of  the  University  of  Brussels  ;  Nys,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
Professor  of  public  international  law  at  the  University  of  Brussels ;  Verhaegen,  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  at  Brussels  ;  Wodon,  Professor  at  the  University  of  Brussels. 

Secretary    M.  Gillard,  Director  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice. 

When  the  Government  removed  to  Antwerp,  the  Committee  was  formed  as  follows  : — 

{Moniteur  Beige,  23rd  August,  1914.) 

President :  M.  Cooreman,  Minister  of  State. 

Members  :  Count  Goblet  d'Alviella,  vice-president  of  the  Senate ;  MM.  Ryckmans,  Senator  ;  Strauss, 
Sheriff  of  Antwerp  ;  Van  Cutsem,  President  of  the  Tribunal. 

Secretaries  :  Chevalier  Ernst  de  Bunswyck  and  M.  Orts,  Councillor  of  Legation. 

Finally,  at  the  time  of  the  siege  of  Antwerp,  delegates  were  instructed  at  London  to  examine  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  the  refugees  from  the  invaded  district  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Mackenzie 
Chalmers,  formerly  Under-Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  Home  Department.  MM.  de  Cartier  de  Marchienne, 
Belgian  Minister  in  China,  and  Henri  Lafontaine,  Senator,  were  appointed  members  of  the  Committee, 
and  M.  Henri  Davignon,  Secretary. 

The  neutral  powers  ivere  approached  as  to  whether  they  would  consent  to  appoint  representatives 
to  sit  on  the  Committee,  but,  influenced  by  scruples  arising  from  their  neutrality,  they  preferred  to 
abstain  from  doing  so. 

The  committee  of  inquiry  drew  up  12  reports.  The  depositions  will  be  given  to  the  public  as  soon 
as  the  names  can  be  made  known  without  danger  to  the  witnesses.  No  denial  of  a  definite  character 
or  supported  by  any  evidence  has  up  to  now  been  made  of  the  findings  of  the  Committee. 
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Photograph  by  Lafayette,  Dublin  ( reproduced  by  permission ). 


VISCOUNT  BRYCE,  President  of  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  British  Government  to  report 
upon  1,800  depositions  made  by  Belgian  Refugees. 

"Sensible  as  they  are  of  the  gravity  of  these  conclusions,  the  Committee  conceive  that  they  would 
be  doing  less  than  their  duty  if  they  failed  to  record  them  as  fully  established  by  the  evidence. 
Murder,  lust,  and  pillage  prevailed  over  many  parts  of  Belgium  on  a  scale  unparalleled  in  any  war 
between  civilised  nations  during  the  last  three  centuries." 

Extract  from  the  Committee's  report. 


(   37  ) 


GERMANY'S  DISREGARD  OF  THE  RULES 

OF  WAR. 


"  It  is  not  true  that  the  life  or  property  of  a  single  Belgian  citizen  has  been  touched  by  our  soldiers 
except  when  the  bitterest  necessity  for  self-defence  rendered  it  unavoidable.    .    .  . 

"  It  is  not  true  that  our  troops  raged  like  brutes  against  Louvain.    .    .  . 

"  It  is  not  true  that  our  war  staff  despises  the  rights  of  peoples.  It  knows  nothing  of  undisciplined 
cruelty. 

Manifesto  by  93  German  Savants,  Artists  and  Professors. 


(    38  ) 


Wound  caused  by  an  expanding  bullet. 


{    39  ) 


HONOUR   IN  WAR  :   FORBIDDEN  PROJECTILES. 

"  Besides  the  prohibilioiis  provided  by  special  conventions,  it  is  especially  forbidden  : 

(e)  To  employ  arms,  projectiles  or  material  of  a  nature  to  cause  superfluous  injury y 

Article  23  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 

"  Gand,  26th  September,  1914. 

"To  the  Minister  of  War. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  herewith  some  cartridges  fitted  with  the  so-called  '  dum-dum 
bullets,'  taken  on  the  person  of  the  Hanoverian  Oberlentnaut  Von  Hadcln,  made  prisoner  by  my  troops 
at  Ninove  on  the  26th  of  this  month.  His  pistol,  which  he  threw  away  just  before  he  was  taken, 
could  not  be  recovered. 

"  (Signed)   L.  CLOETE, 
"  Lieuteuant-Geueral  and  Governor  of  Gand." 

Seizure  of  dum-dum  bullets  on  a  German  Officer. 


"  The  box  with  green  label  sent  me  ['  20  patronen  No.  403  fitr  die  Manser  sclbsladeiide  pistole 
caliber  y6T, ']  must  have  contained  loaded  cartridges.  It  contains  one  clip  in  three  of  expanding 
bullets  taken  from  the  special  boxes  with  yellow  tickets.  These  balls  are  made  expansive  in  the 
manufacture  ;  it  would  not  be  possible  to  make  them  such  by  hand. 

"Antwerp,  28th  August,  1914. 

"(Signed)  V.  ROUSSEUX, 

"  Expert  Armourer." 

Report  of  the  Expert  Armourer. 

"The  soldier,  Theophile  Levant,  of  the  5th  Lancers,  was  wounded  at  12  noon  on  27th  September, 
at  the  battle  of  Alost,  by  an  expanding  bullet.  The  orifice  of  entry,  corresponding  to  the  diameter 
of  the  ball,  was  situated  one-third  of  the  way  up  his  left  forearm,  on  the  front  side. 

"  The  bullet  splashed,  carrying  away  all  the  bones  of  the  wrist,  the  ends  of  four  upper  small  bones 
of  the  palm,  and  the  soft  tissues  of  the  back  of  the  wrist.  On  the  front  of  the  wrist  the  flesh  was 
lacerated  in  several  places.    The  lesions  were  such  that  it  was  necessary  to  amputate  the  forearm. 

"The  amputation  took  place  at  8  p.m.  on  27th  September,  Present  :  Doctors  Van  de  Velde, 
Neirynck,  and  De  Broyker.  The  operation  was  also  witnessed  by  Doctor  Bossaerts  (Chief  of  the 
Red  Cross  Hospital  at  Ghent)  and  the  nurses  on  duty,  Mesdames  M.  Lippens,  E.  J.  Braun,  P.  Lippens 
and  Mesdemoiselles  de  Hemptine  and  Lamont,  also  by  the  hospital  attendants  MM.  Braun  and 
Carpentier.  • 

"  Annexed  are  two  photographs  and  one  X-ray  photograph  of  the  wounded  hand.    It  has  been 
preserved. 

"  Signed  by  the  eleven  persons  mentioned  above  in  the  Report, 

"  Dr.  J.  VAN  DE  VELDE. 

"Dr.  neirynck. 

"Dr.  de  BROYKER. 

"M.  LIPPENS. 

"S.  LIPPENS. 

"A.  DE  HEMPTINE. 

"  EMMA  LAMONT. 

"  Dr.  bossaerts. 

"A.  BRAUN. 

"  E.  J.  BRAUN. 

"  RENE  CARPENTIER. 


Certificate  of  three  doctors,  four  hospital  attendants,  and  two  ambulance  attendants. 


(    40  ) 


Place  Leopold  at  Namur  before  and  after  the  German  occupation.    One  of  the  houses 
behind  the  statue  is  the  Nursing:  Home  of  Dr.  Bribosia,  where 
Belg-ian  and  French  wounded  were  killed. 


(    41  ) 


HONOUR  IN   WAR  :    FORBIDDEN   METHODS   OF  WAR. 
THE    PROTECTION    OF    THE  WOUNDED. 

"  The  contracting  Powers  agree  to  abstain  from  tiie  use  of  projectiles,  the  sole  object  of  which  is 
diffusion  of  asphyxiating  or  deleterious  gases." 

Declaration  signed  at  The  Hague  the  29th  July,  1899. 

"...  il  is  especially  forbidden  to  kill  or  ivound  an  enemy  who  having  laid  down  arms  OR  having 
NO  LONGER  THE  MEANS  OF  DEFENCE  has  surrendered  at  discretion. 

Art.  23  of  The  Hague  Rules  of  War. 

"On  the  23rd  April,  1915,  the  Germans  prepared  to  attack  the  sector  of  Steenstraat-Langemarck 
employing  asphyxiating  gases.  Clouds  of  gas  were  driven  forward  and  settled  in  the  trenches 
occupied  by  the  Allied  troops. 

"  The  gases  were  seen  to  form  a  low  cloud  of  a  dark  geenish  colour  which  became  lighter  and 
transformed  itself  into  a  bright  yellow  towards  the  summit  ;  the  cloud  may  have  been  100  metres  in 
height.  These  gases  appear  to  be  of  different  kinds  being  formed  of  chlorine,  formaline,  nitrous 
vapours,  sulphur,  dioxide  and  gases  not  yet  analysed. 

"  The  Germans  have  employed  the  following  methods  of  driving  these  gases  forward  : — 

"  (a)  Fires  lighted  in  front  of  the  trenches.     The  gases  which  are  then  released  are  driven 

along  by  the  wind  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  positions  ; 

"  {b)  Jars  thrown  into  the  trenches  either  by  hand  or  from  engines  ; 

"  (c)  Tubes  which  set  free  the  gases  ; 

"        Shells  containing  asphyxiating  gases. 

"  The  gases  which  the  Germans  have  employed  have  effect  to  a  distance  of  three  kilometres. 
After  a  minute  or  a  minute  and  a  half  the  victims  begin  to  vomit  and  to  spit  blood.  Their  eyes  and 
mucous  membranes  become  enflamed  and  they  are  overcome  by  a  sort  of  stupor  which  lasts  for  three 
or  four  hours  and  sometimes  longer." 

Extract  from  the  14th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

"  Quartermaster  Baudoin  van  de  Kerchove,  3rd  Lancers,  deposes  that  after  he  had  been  wounded 
by  two  German  bullets  at  the  battle  at  Orsmael  (loth  August,  1914),  the  Germans  maltreated  him  in 
spite  of  his  injuries.  One  of  them  took  his  carbine  from  his  hand,  whirled  it  round  his  head,  and 
inflicted  a  violent  blow  on  his  ribs  with  it.  A  second  German,  seeing  that  he  was  still  alive,  fired  on 
him  from  a  distance  of  only  six  feet  ;  luckily  for  him  the  bullet  only  inflicted  a  grazing  wound  on  his 
abdomen.    [Depositions  taken  at  Ghent,  17th  August,  1914.] 

"  A  cyclist-riHeman,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans  in  this  same  battle,  was  found 
hanged  in  a  hedge.  TFt'  hai'e  several  ivitnesses  to  this  fact,  among  them  the  priest  of  the  village,  who 
took  charge  of  the  burying  of  the  corpse.    [Evidence  of  Captain  Dezande,  of  the  Cyclist  Battalion.] 

"  On  i6th  August,  French  soldiers,  wounded  on  the  previous  night  at  the  battle  of  Dinant,  were 
found  with  their  skulls  battered  in  by  blows  with  clubbed  rifles.  [Evidence  taken  at  the  Session  on 
30th  September,  1914.] 

"  On  23rd  August,  at  Namur,  German  soldiers  moved  their  own  wounded  from  the  private  hospital 
of  Dr.  Bribosia,  which  was  used  as  a  dressing-station,  but  killed  two  Belgian  and  two  French  wounded 
jwen  who  had  been  tended  there.  They  then  set  the  hospital  on  fire.  [Evidence* at  the  Sessions  of 
29th  August,  1914.  28th  September,  1914,  and  ist  October,  1914.] 

"  On  25th  August  at  Hofstaede,  near  Malines,  a  Belgian  rifleman  left  slightly  wounded  was  finished 
ojjt  with  blows  from  the  butts  of  rifles  which  smashed  in  his  skull.  [Evidence  taken  at  Session  of 
27th  August,  1914.] 

"  Twenty-two  soldiers  of  the  same  corps  were  found  dead  in  a  little  wood  lying  to  the  right  of  the 
road  from  Malines  to  Terneuze,  near  Baarbeck.  Eighteen  of  them  had  been  killed  by  bayonet  thrusts 
in  the  face  ;  they  had  bullet  M^ounds,  but  these  were  not  dangerous,  only  sufficient  to  prevent  them 
from  escaping.  But  the  four  remaining  Belgians,  who  had  fatal  bullet  wounds,  bore  no  traces  of  the 
bayonet.    [Evidence  taken  at  Session  of  12th  October,  1914.] 

"  On  25th  August,  at  the  battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sempst,  the  soldier  Lootens,  of  the 
24th  of  the  Line,  whose  duty  it  was  to  aid  the  ambulance  staff  in  carrying  off  the  wounded,  found  two 
Belgian  corpses  bound  to  a  tree.  These  soldiers  were  still  wearing  their  full  equipment  ;  their  coats 
were  torn  open,  and  it  was  clear  that  they  had  been  bayoneted  in  the  stomach  ;  their  entrails  were 
protruding  from  the  wounds. 

"  On  the  25th  August,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  nurse  attending  to  the  wounded  at  Eppeghem 
saw  a  German  soldier  give  a  death  blow  to  a  Belgian  soldier  slightly  wounded  in  th?  lower  part  of  his 
face  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  the  bull  end  of  his  rifle.'' 

Extract  from  the  7th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

"  It  is  proved — 

"  That  the  rules  and  usuages  of  war  were  frequently  broken,  particularly  by  killing  the  wounded 
and  prisoners." 

Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee. 


(     42  ) 


II. — The  town  of  Dinant, 
burnt  and  completely  destroyed 
by  the  German  army  23rd  to 
25th  August,  1914. 


III. — The  town  of  Termonde, 
bombarded  on  three  occasions 
and  entirely  burnt  after  it  had 
been  sacked  by  the  German 
army  between  the  4th  Sep- 
tember and  the  end  of  October, 
1914. 


(    43  ) 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  OPEN  TOWNS :  LOUVAIN,  DINANT, 

TERMONDE, 

"  The  iilldck  or  bonibardiiiciil  by  any  iiicaiis  ivhalcvcr  of  loiviis,  I'illitgcs,  habiliilioiis  or  biiiUliiigs  n'lticli  arc 
not  licfcndcd  is  forbidden.^'' 

Art.  25  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


" //  is  forbidden  to  dcstrov  the  eiu'ntv''s  property  unless  sitcli  destruction  be  imperatively  demanded  In'  the 
necessities  of  war.'" 

Art.  23  (J.)  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


"  The  giving  up  to  pillage  of  a  town  or  place  even  wjien  taken  by  assault  is  forbidden."' 
Art.  28. 


"  At  Louvain  a  third  of  the  buildings  are  down  ;  one  thousand  and  seventy-four  dwellings  have 
disappeared  ;  on  the  town  land  and  in  the  suburbs,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three 
houses  have  been  burnt. 

"  In  this  dear  city  of  Louvain,  perpetually  in  my  thoughts,  the  magnilicent  church  of  St.  Peter  will 
never  recover  its  former  splendour.  The  ancient  college  of  St.  Ives,  the  art-schools,  the  consular  and 
commercial  schools  of  the  University,  the  old  markets,  our  rich  library  with  its  collections,  its  unique 
and  unpublished  manuscripts,  its  archives,  its  gallery  of  great  portraits  of  illustrious  rectors,  chancellors, 
professors,  dating  from  the  time  of  its  foundation,  which  preserved  for  masters  and  students  alike  a 
noble  tradition  and  were  an  incitement  in  their  studies — all  this  accumulation  of  intellectual,  of  historic, 
and  of  artistic  riches,  the  fruit  of  the  labours  of  five  centuries — all  is  in  the  dust." 

Extract  from  the  Pastoral  letter  of  Cardinal  Mercier  (Christmas,  1914). 


"To  sum  up,  the  town  of  Dinant  is  destroyed.  It  counted  1,400  houses  ;  only  200  remain.  The 
manufactories  where  the  artisan  population  worked  have  been  systematically  destroyed.  Rather  more 
than  700  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  killed  ;  others  have  been  taken  off  to  Germany,  and  are  still 
retained  there  as  prisoners.  The  majority  are  refugees  scattered  all  through  Belgium.  A  few  who 
remained  in  the  town  are  dying  in  hunger." 

Conclusions  of  the  i  ith  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  (i6th  January,  191 5). 


"  The  town  of  Termonde  was  systematically  destroyed.  It  w"as  destroyed  by  methodical  arson, 
accompanied  by  pillage.  Even  allowing  that  there  was  a  military  necessity  for  the  bombardment,  that 
bombardment  only  completed  the  devastating  work  of  the  German  pioneer-troops." 

Conclusion  of  the  9th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  (24th  December,  1914)- 

"  It  is  proved — 

"...  that  the  burnings  and  destruction  were  frequent  where  no  military  necessity  could  be 
alleged." 

Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee. 


(    44  ) 


What  remains  of  the  Library  of  the  University  of  Louvain. 
The  outer  walls— the  interior. 


(   45  ) 


PLACES   THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  WHICH  IS  FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS   DEVOTED   TO  SCIENCE. 

"...  All  necessary  steps  should  be  taken  to  spare,  as  far  as  possible,  buildings  devoted  to 
religion,  art,  science  and  charity,  historic  nionunienls,  hospitals  and  places  ivhere  the  sick  and  zvoundcd 
are  collected.    .    .  .'' 

Article  27  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


"  The  tragic  burning  of  the  University  buildings  of  Louvain  b}^  the  German  troops  has  caused  a 
twofold  disaster,  the  destruction  of  a  very  remarkable  historical  monument  and  the  loss  of  the  treasures 
of  learning  that  had  been  preserved  for  centuries  in  tlie  archives  of  the  Library. 

"  The  University  of  Louvain  dates  from  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century.  All  the  world  knows 
the  Salle  des  Pas-Perdus  in  the  University  buildings  ;  so  many  reproductions  have  been  made  of  its 
graceful  cloisters,  its  columns  with  their  varied  capitols,  its  brackets  boldly  carved  with  original 
designs. 

"  The  University  buildings  erected  at  the  end  of  the  17th  century,  and  a  vast  building  added  at 
the  beginning  of  the  i8th  century,  were  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  University  Library.  Few  library 
buildings  could  bear  compprison  with  our  great  room,  with  its  oak  panelling  so  boldly  conceived  and  so 
carefully  executed  as  to  be  at  once  imposing  and  harmonious.  Another  room,  restored  a  year  ago,  was 
a  gem  of  the  fine  and  delicate  architecture  of  the  Renaissance.  In  the  old  medical  lecture  hall,  which 
had  been  scrupulously  preserved  in  all  its  details,  University  degrees  used  to  be  conferred  with  solemn 
pomp.  The  public  reading  room,  called  the  "  salle  des  portraits"  contained  a  collection  which  was  of 
unique  interest  in  the  literary  history  of  the  Low  Countries  ;  the  portraits  of  the  most  illustrious 
professors  and  distinguished  benefactors  of  the  ancient  university  found  a  place  there. 

"  The  Library  of  the  University  of  Louvain  possessed  500  manuscripts.  Particularly  notable 
amongst  them  was  a  tiny  manuscript  written  by  Thomas  a  Kempis  with  his  own  hand,  and  numerous 
prayer  books  illuminated  with  gorgeous  miniatures.  Our  collection  of  incunabula  was  among  the  most 
important  and  most  valuable.  We  had  from  800  to  1,000  specimens.  The  total  number  of  our  volumes 
was  upwards  of  250,000.  Our  collection  of  early  impressions  was  of  the  richest  ;  documents,  pamphlets, 
and  notices  regarding  the  Revolution  in  the  Low  Countries  and  Jansenism  were  bound  in  volumes  of 
"  miscellanies  "  which  formed  an  immense  library  which  it  is  impossible  to  replace. 

"  We  kept  in  large  cupboards  a  hne  collection  of  Flemish  bindings  of  the  i6th  and  17th  centuries, 
and  rare  bibliographical  and  typographical  curiosities  of  every  sort.  We  guarded  the  whole  with  a 
jealous  care  for  all  the  precious  memorials  of  the  ancient  University.  Who  has  not  admired  the  finely 
preserved  original  of  the  charter  founding  our  University  in  1425  ?  Who  has  not  heard  speak  of  the 
copy  on  vellum  of  the  famous  work  of  Andre  Vesale,  dc  humani  corporis  fabrica,  a  copy  of  which 
Charles  V.  presented  to  our  University  ? 

"  The  burning  of  the  University  buildings  has  completely  destroyed  the  treasures  kept  in  the 
Library  of  the  University  of  Louvain.  In  their  night  of  drunken  and  murderous  orgy  the  German 
soldiers  spared  nothing.  Those  who  have  this  crime  against  learning  and  civilisation  on  their 
conscience  will  have  to  bear,  in  the  judgment  of  history,  a  heavy  and  lasting  responsibility. 


"  P.  DELANNOY, 

"  Librarian  of  the  University  of  Louvain." 


(    46  ) 


The  hospital  of  Lierre  protected  by  the  flag  of  the  Red  Cross  systematically  bombarded  by  the  German 
Army.    The  principal  hall— a  wounded  Belg-ian  and  an  infirm  old  woman  were  killed  there. 


{   47  ) 


PLACES  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  WHICH   IS  FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS  DEVOTED  TO  CHARITABLE  OBJECTS. 

LOUVAIN. 

"  On  Thursday,  27th,  at  8  o'clock,  an  order  was  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  to  leave  Louvain  :  the 
town  was  going  to  be  bombarded. 

"Old  men,  women,  children,  sick  people,  lunatics  from  the  asvlums,  priests,  nuns,  were  brutally 
driven  like  cattle  along  the  roads.  We  only  realise  now  the  atrocities  committed  during  this  terrible 
exodus.  These  people  were  driven  in  dii¥erent  directions  by  brutal  soldiers,  forced  to  kneel  and  to  lift 
their  arms  each  time  they  met  German  soldiers  and  officers  ;  they  were  left  without  food  during  the 
day,  without  shelter  during  the  night." 

Extract  from  the  5th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


TERMONDE. 

"  Next  day  (5th  September)  began  the  complete  destruction  of  the  town  by  fire,  under  the 
direction  of  a  Major  von  Sommerfeld.  The  hospital  was  not  spared  ;  it  was  drenched  with  petroleum 
and  set  alight.  The  sick,  wounded,  and  old  people  were  carried  out  ;  but  one  epileptic  man  perished 
in  the  blaze." 

Extract  from  the  9th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


LIERRE. 

"  On  the  29th  September  began  the  bombardment  of  Lierre.  The  first  bomb  fell  at  a  distance  of 
150  metres  from  the  hospital  from  which  the  Red  Cross  flag  was  clearly  seen  to  be  flying.  The  second 
shell  fell  within  9  or  10  metres  of  the  hospital. 

I  went  to  look  immediately  after  the  bombardment  ;  a  woman  had  been  killed,  besides  a  little 
boy  and  a  little  girl  in  the  interior  of  a  house.  I  had  their  remains  taken  up.  I  went  to  the  hospital. 
One  of  the  nuns  told  me  that  they  had  just  brought  down  the  bodies  of  four  people  killed  by  one  of  the 
shells.  I  asked  on  what  spot  the  shell  had  fallen,  and  there  I  found  two  more  corpses  lying  dead. 
On  the  ground  floor  there  were  two  old  women  killed  by  fragments  of  shells.  I  ran  to  a  photographer. 
He  took  four  negatives." 

Statement  of  a  witness  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  3rd  November,  1914. 


The  church  of  Vis6  burnt  down  long  after  the  capture  of  Li^ge  and  at  the  time  when  the  Belgian 
army  had  retired  towards  Louvain.  Vis6  is  the  last  Belgian  town  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Meuse.  The 
town  was  completely  destroyed  after  all  military  operations  had  ceased,  15th  August,  1914. 


(    4Q  ) 

PLACES   THE   DESTRUCTION  OF  WHICH  IS  FORBIDDEN: 
BUILDINGS  DEVOTED  TO  WORSHIP. 

"  The  ancient  church  of  Hastieres  suffered  odious  profanation.  Horses  were  stabled  in  it.  The 
priestly  vestments  were  torn  and  befouled.  The  lamps,  statues,  and  holy-water  stoups  were  broken. 
The  reliquary  was  smashed,  and  the  relics  scattered  about.  Among  them  were  some  relics  of  the 
Eleven  Thousand  Vircfins  of  Cologne,  which  had  escaped  the  fury  of  the  Huguenots  of  1500  and 
the  Revolution  of  1700.  The  tabernacle  resisted  an  attempt  at  burglar}',  but  two  of  the  four  altars 
were  profaned  ;  the  sepulchres  at  the  altars  were  broken  open  and  the  remains  in  them  thrown 
out  and  trampled  under  foot." 

Statement  of  a  witness  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  sitting  of  the  18th 
December,  1014.    (lUh  Report  of  tlie  Committee  of  Inquir}'.) 


"The  church  presents  a  lamentable  aspect.  Its  three  doors,  as  well  as  that  of  the  sacristy, 
have  been  more  or  les?  consumed.  The  door  of  the  nave  and  side  door  on  the  right,  both  of 
massive  oak,  seem  to  have  been  forced  in  by  a  battering  ram  after  the  flames  had  weakened  them. 
In  the  interior,  the  altars,  confessionals,  harmoniums  and  candelabra  are  broken,  the  collection  bo.xes 
are  forced  open,  the  wooden  Gothic  statues  which  decorated  the  columns  of  the  nave  have  been 
torn  down,  others  have  been  partially  destroyed  by  fire." 

Report  by  M.  Pierre  Orts,  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  on  his 
visit  to  Aerschot. 


"  At  Grimberghen  at  the  Abbey  Premontres  there  were  two  sealed  crypts  into  which  no  one 
ever  descends.  On  the  right  are  buried  the  princes  of  Merode  Rubempre,  on  the  other  side  the 
prelates. 

"  The  tombs  have  been  violated.  Some  rings  which  the  dead  prelates  wore  on  the  fingers  had 
been  carried  away." 

Evidence  of  M.  C.  de  Vilvorde. 


"  What  shall  we  sav  noiv  (if  the  material  damage  caused  in  a  few  days  within  oiir  diocese.  We 
visited  several  of  the  districts  which  have  suffered^  and  zve  shed  bitter  tears  before  the  rnins  of  churches., 
schools^  presbyteries,  dwelling  places  and  entire  monuments  which  had  been  destroyed^  sometimes  in  the 
confusion  of  battle^  but  more  often  by  incendiarism.  Must  we  cite  the  names  ?  Dinant.,  Tamines- 
Saint-Martin,  Sorinne^  Spontin.,  Hastihes^  Hermeton-sur-Meusc ^  Onhaye^  Anthee^  et  Alaurenne^  Surice., 
Romedenne^  Franchimont^  Villcrs-en-Fagnc.,  Frasncs^  Villcrzee,  Bourseigne-Neuve^  Mussnn^  Baranz%\ 
Ethe^  Gomery.,  Tintigny,  Houdemont^  Rossignol^  Herbetcmont^  Maissin^  Porcheresse,  these  are  parishes 
which  the  war  has  willed  shall  be  blotted  out  from  the  map  of  our  diocese.  And  apart  from  the 
villages  which  have  siiffered  martyrdom  we  know  of  150  others  where  the  damage  has  been  more  or 
less  serious. 

"  Biit  ivhat  fills  02ir  heart  with  the  deepest  feeling  of  bitterness  is  the  thought  of  the  sacrileges  of 
which  our  diocese  has  been  the  theatre  in  many  localities.  From  the  bottom  of  our  heart  zve  deplore 
these  sacrileges^  because  they  are  a  direct  offence  against  Our  Lord  in  the  Holy  Eucharist^  which  for 
so  long  we  have  sought  to  make  knoxvn^  loved  and  honoured  throughout  our  diocese.'''' 


5'83 


Extract  from  the  Lent  charge  of  His  Grace  Monseigneur  Heylen,  Bishop  of  Namur. 

D 


(    so  ) 


Malines  and  Ypres  contained  two  jewels  of  medieval  architecture  •  the  metropolitan  church  of 
St.  Rombaut  and  the  Cloth  Hall. 

Three  attempts  were  made  by  the  Germans  to  reach  the  first  building  with  their  guns,  the 
seconcl  was  shattered  a  little  more  every  day  by  the  murderous  shells  bent  on  destroying  the  most 
noted  CDmmunal  monument  of  Flanders. 
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PLACES   OF  WHICH  THE  DESTRUCTION  IS  FORBIDDEN: 

HISTORICAL  MONUMENTS. 

SAINT    ROMBAUT    DE  MALINES. 

Of  all  the  monuments  which  our  glorious  past  has  bequeathed  us  none  can  be  more  remarkable 
than  the  Church  of  St.  Rombaut,  the  construction  of  which  was  begun  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth 
century  and  completed  in  13 12.  It  is  a  Gothic  edifice  in  the  form  of  a  cross  with  a  colossal  tower 
in  the  west. 

This  massive  and  venerable  tower  is  of  admirable  proportions.  It  gives  an  impression  of 
strength,  vigour  and  solidity  never  to  be  forgotten.  Standing  before  it  one  has  the  idea  of  being 
in  the  presence  of  something  of  an  eternal  nature.    It  seems  indeed  to  be  the  Guardian  of  the  City. 

Only  the  gay  notes  of  its  chimes,  which  on  summer  evenings  charm  with  their  silvery  music 
the  ears  of  the  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  Cafts  in  the  square,  seem  somewhat  to  soften  the 
austerity  of  its  aspect  as  a  tutelary  spirit. 

The  interior  of  the  church  itself  inspires  a  feeling  of  intense  fervour,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
take  part  in  one  of  the  solemn  masses  which  are  celebrated  there  on  the  days  of  high  festivals  in 
order  to  grasp  all  the  liturgic  splendour  of  Flemish  Catholicism.  Streaks  of  copper,  gold  and  silver 
scintillate  in  the  light  of  the  lofty  windows  and  the  resplendent  stained  glass.  The  e.xcellence  of 
individual  works  of  art,  while  they  contribute  to  the  splendour  of  the  sacred  objects  which  the 
ceremonial  of  worship  seems  to  invest  with  life,  is  almost  lost  in  the  simple,  all-pervading  beaut}'  of 
the  entire  edifice. 

Besides  its  beautiful  Verity  pulpit  of  the  seventeenth  century  carved  by  J.  F.  R.  Bockstuyns 
and  representing  a  multitude  of  men  and  women,  saints  and  angels,  quaintly  grouped  together  in 
delicious  crudity,  and  its  superb  communion  bench  carved  by  Arnold  Ouellyn  in  1678,  St.  Rombaut 
possesses  a  work  of  very  high  order,  namely,  the  Christ  on  the  Cross,  by  Van  D3-ck. 


THE   HALLES   OF  YPRES. 

The  first  stone  of  the  Halles  of  Ypres  was  laid  in  the  year  1200  by  the  Count  of  Flanders, 
Beaudouin  IX.  The  whole  was  completed  in  1304.  In  1620  an  elegant  building  was  built  at  its 
side  with  colonnades,  which  afterwards  became  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  Above  this,  over  the  whole  133 
metres  of  frontage,  a  huge  romantic  room,  decorated  with  wonderful  fiescoes,  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  first  floor. 

The  Halles  of  Ypres,  in  their  ancient  simplicity,  formed  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lay  monuments 
of  Gothic  style,  not  only  of  Belgium  but  of  the  whole  of  Europe.  "  One  finds  oneself,"  said  the 
historian,  Henri  Pirenne,  "  in  presence  of  an  entirely  new  art  which  owes  nothing  to  anybod}-. 
Flanders  has  nowhere  adopted  as  a  model  those  great  and  severe  buildings  whose  practical  purpose 
is  so  happily  mingled  with  a  character  of  heroism  and  majesty.  It  is  in  the  Halles  that  the  Flemish 
civilisation  of  the  thirteenth  century  finds  its  most  noble  and  characteristic  expression." 

The  artist  will  fully  confirm  the  judgment  of  the  historian.  The  Halles  of  Ypres  are  in  the 
lay  and  communal  architecture  of  the  middle  ages  what  the  cathedral  of  Chartres  is  in  religious 
architecture,  the  perfect  model  of  the  highest  expression  of  a  definite  ideal. 

Extract  from  Belgique  illiisirec,  by  Dumont  Wilden. 
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V 
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FORBIDDEN  PILLAGE. 


"  The  giving  up  to  pillage  of  a  toivn  or  place,  even  when  taken  bv  assault,  Is  forbidcicii." 
"  Pillage  Is  for/nallv  prohibited^ 

Arts.  28  and  47  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


"  One  company,  under  a  captain,  burst  into  the  offices  of  the  '  Dender  Central  Bank,'  a  private 
company,  and  searched  them  from  end  to  end.  Soon  after,  a  special  squad  entered  the  bank,  and 
blew  open  the  safe  in  the  room  of  the  manager,  from  which  frs.  2,400  were  taken.  They  then  forced 
the  wrought-iron  gate  of  the  bank  cellar,  which  contained  the  boxes  deposited  by  private  customers. 
But  there  was  a  second  door  to  the  cellar  which  resisted  their  burglarious  efforts.  It  was  only  the 
great  solidity  of  this  structure  which  preserved  the  private  safes  below.'' 

Extract  from  the  qth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  :  The  Sack  of  Termonde. 


"  While  a  certain  number  of  soldiers  were  perpetrating  this  massacre,  others  pillaged  and  sacked 
the  houses  of  the  town,  and  broke  open  all  safes,  sometimes  blasting  them  with  dynamite.  They 
entered  the  Banque  Centrale  de  la  Meuse,  seized  the  Director,  M.  Xavier  Wasseige,  and  demanded 
that  he  should  open  the  safes.  On  his  refusal  they  attempted  to  break  them  open.  As  they  did 
not  succeed,  they  led  M.  Wasseige  and  his  two  eldest  sons  to  the  Place  d'Armes  and  shot  them, 
together  with  120  of  their  fellow  citizens,  with  machine  guns.  M.  Wasseige's  three  youngest  children, 
held  by  soldiers,  were  forced  to  witness  the  murder  of  their  father  and  brothers.  It  is  also  said  that 
one  of  M.  Wasseige's  sons  lay  in  agony  on  the  Place  d'Armes  for  a  whole  hour,  no  one  daring  to 
give  him  help." 

Extract  from  the  nth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry:   The  Sack  of  Dinant. 


"  The  German  authorities  entered  the  private  banks  and  seized  the  cash  in  hand.  They  found 
£\2  at  the  Banque  de  la  Dyle  and  ^4^°  ^'^  ^^'^^  Banque  Populaire." 

Extract  from  the  5th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  :   The  Sack  of  Louvain. 
"  It  is  proved  ; 

"...  that  looting,  house  burning,  and  the  wanton  destruction  of  property  were  ordei'ed  and 
countenanced  by  the  officers  of  the  German  Army." 

Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee. 
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Incendiary  tablets  found  on  soldiers  belonging  to  the  special  corps 
of  "  pionniers "  and  anr.ong  the  ruins  of  houses  destroyed  by  fire 

at  Termonde. 
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RESPECT  OF  PRIVATE  PROPERTY. 

"  A  company  was  directed  (at  Ternionde)  to  carry  out  the  destruction  of  the  houses.  This 
company  kept  central  reservoirs  where  each  man  carrying  a  pneumatic  belt  went  to  replenish  himself 
with  an  incendiary  liquid  with  which  to  sprinkle  the  wood  on  the  outside  of  the  houses  ;  another 
man  wearing  a  glove  especially  provided  with  a  preparation  of  phosphorus,  passed  in  front  of  the 
houses  which  had  been  sprinkled  and  rubbed  his  glove  on  the  wood.  This  set  fire  to  the  houses  and 
permitted  a  whole  street  to  be  burnt  all  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  order  to  expedite  still  further 
the  burning  of  the  houses,  the  men  threw  inside  inflammable  matter  of  which  I  send  you  a  sample." 

Report  of  the  Belgian  military  authority,  19th  September,  19 14. 


"  These  tablets  are  black  in  colour  with  a  metallic  surface  ;  they  are  shin)-,  greasy  to  the  touch, 
elastic  and  without  odour.    When  rubbed  on  paper  they  leave  a  black  mark. 

"  They  have  a  diameter  of  20^5  millimetres,  a  thickness  of  2'9  millimetres,  and  shew  in  the 
centre  a  circular  aperture  of  4-2  millimetres.  They  weigh  1-43  grams.  Examined  under  a  magnifying 
glass  they  shew  a  slight  trace  of  parallel  lines  going  the  same  direction  on  both  sides  ;  which  seems  to 
indicate  that  they  have  been  submitted  to  a  process  of  rolling. 

"  When  cut  in  transverse  sections  it  is  seen  that  they  are  black  only  on  the  surface  and  that  they 
are  composed  of  a  substance  of  a  horny  nature,  of  a  yellowish  colour  and  transparent. 

"  When  lighted  they  quickly  burst  into  flame,  and  produce  a  deflagration  while  emitting  a 
yellowish  flame. 

"  A  chemical  examination  shews  that  they  are  composed  of  nitro-cellulose. 

"  Conchisions. — These  tablets  are  made  with  nitro-cellulose  gelatinised  with  a  view  to  enabling  them 
to  be  submitted  to  the  process  of  rolling  and  afterwards  cut  by  a  machine. 

"Their  surface  is  covered  with  black  lead  with  a  view  to  lessening  the  electric  properties  of  the 
nitro-cellulose  and  facilitate  their  manipulation. 

"  It  is  possible  that  the  central  aperture  of  these  tablets  is  designed  to  enable  a  number  to  be 
joined  together  by  means  of  a  wick  intended  to  be  ignited  before  they  are  thrown  on  to  the  spot 
where  it  is  desired  to  produce  the  fire. 

"  Chemist,  ist  Class, 

(Signed)    G.  DE  RUDDER." 

Analysis  of  the  incendiary  tablets  with  an  indication  of  their  use. 


"  It  is  proved  : 

"...  that  elaborate  provision  had  been  made  for  systematic  incendiarism  at  the  very  outbreak 
of  the  war." 

Conclusions  of  the  report  of  the  English  Committee. 
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His  Grace  Monseigneur  CHARLES  GUSTAVE  WALRAVENS, 
Bishop  of  Tournai. 

Taken  as  a  hostage  at  Tournai  on  the  24th  August,  1914;  died  in  the  same  town,  16th  Februaryj  1915. 


"The  venerable  Bishop  of  Tournai,  an  old  man  and  an  invalid,  was  shut  up  for  five  days  at  Ath, 
in  a  nauseous  place,  where  he  had  only  a  mattress  to  lie  upon,  and  no  food  save  what  certain  devoted 
ladies  brought  him." 

Extract  from  the  loth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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RESPECT  FOR  NON-COMBATANTS:  HOSTAGES. 

".  .  .  in  cases  not  included  ill  the  regulations  adopted^  populations  and  hcllio-erents  remain  under 
llie  protection  and  the  rule  of  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  as  thcv  result  from  the  usages  established 
between  civilised  nations  front  the  laws  of  humanity  and  the  requirements  of  the  public  conscience." 

Preamble  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


"  The  belligerent  is  forbidden  to  compel  the  nationals  of  the  adverse part^  to  take  part  in  the  operations 
of  War  directed  against  their  country  f 

Art.  23  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 


From  the  first  moment  when  the  German  anuy  came  into  touch  with  the  Belgian  forces  before 
Liege,  it  soitglil  la  protect  itself  bv  thrusting  before  it  groups  of  civilians.  One  witness  described  to  us 
the  way  in  which  a  German  battery,  which  was  firing  at  the  Carmelite  Monastery  of  Chcvremont,  sought 
to  shelter  itself  from  the  fire  of  a  fort  by  massing  around  itself  people  arrested  from  the  neighbouring 
villages,  including  women  and  even  children.  The  same  witness  declares  that  he  saw  a  body  of  German 
troops,  who  passed  through  the  gap  between  forts  Fleron  and  Chaudefontaine,  driving  before  them  many 
civilians,  whom  they  had  picked  up  on  the  highway  :  most  of  them  had  their  hands  tied  behind  their 
backs.  Another  group  was  made  to  march  in  the  middle  of  the  column  ;  it  included  an  old  man  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  whom  two  companions  had  literally  to  drag  along. 

To  turn  to  the  other  side  of  Belgium — a  witness  gives  us  the  following  description  of  a  German 
column  as  it  marched  through  a  commune  of  the  Borinage  (province  of  Hainault)  on  its  way  to  attack 
the  French,  who  were  falling  back  to  the  other  bank  of  the  Sambre.  "There  came  first  cyclists,  then 
infantry  in  open  order,  then  a  party  of  about  100  '  hostages,''  then  masses  of  infantry,  next  some  motors 
(of  which  several  were  being  dragged  by  horses),  then  some  guns,  and  lastly  a  i^roup  of  about  joo  more 
'  hostages  '  who  had  ropes  passed  round  them. 

Although  the  French  had  lined  the  heights  which  commanded  the  valley,  they  hesitated  long 
before  firing.  The  reason  was  that  they  saw  these  civilians  both  at  the  head  of  and  behind  the  German 
column.    After  the  fighting  had  begun,  and  many  Germans  had  fallen  under  the  French  fire,  the  troops 

occupying  the  village  of  set  fire  to  all  the  houses  along  the  street  where  they  were  standing." 

This  did  not  hinder  the  onward  march  of  the  invading  army.  At  10  p.m.  the  witness  observed  another 
group  of  civilians,  which  comprised  this  time  many  women  and  children.  Part  of  them,  men,  women 
and  children,  were  forced  to  spend  the  night  on  the  bridge  over  the  Sambre,  in  order  that  the  French 
might  be  prevented  from  bombarding  it.  Others  were  pushed  forward  toward  the  French  firing  line  : 
among  these  were  the  priest  in  charge  of  the  Free  School,  an  old  man  of  64,  and  three  younger 
ecclesiastics.  On  the  following  morning  our  witness,  who  was  under  arrest  himself  in  another  group  of 
"  hostages f  noticed  eight  nuns  stationed  on  the  bridge,  to  preserve  it  against  attempts  at  destruction. 

Extract  from  the  loth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


"It  is  proved  : 

"...  that  the  rules  and  usages  or  war  were  frequently  broken,  particularly  by  the  using  of 
civilians,  including  women  and  children,  as  a  shield  for  advancing  forces  exposed  to  fire." 

Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee. 
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Degrading  mark  painted  in  oil  colours  on  the  back  of  every  civil 
prisoner  interned  in  one  of  the  German  camps  "  Kriegsgefangenen 
Cte'lle."  "Kriegsgefangenen  Munster." 

Thousands  of  Belgian  cilizciis  luivc  been  siiiiilai  lv  Jcpoiicd  lo  Ihc  prisons  of  Gcrnuinv,  to  Mnnslcrlagcn, 
to  Celle,  and  Magdeburg.    At  Mnnslerlagen  alone  the  eivit  prisoners  nnuibered  three  llionsand  one  hundred. 


Pastoral  letter  of  Cardinal  Mercier. 
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CUSTOMS  RECOGNISED  BY  CIVILIZED  NATIONS; 
CIVILIAN  PRISONERS. 

A  witness,  who  was  arrested  when  alone,  and  long  after  the  termhiation  of  hostiHties,  has  given 
us  a  detailed  narralivc  of  his  captivitv.  He  was  seized  in  the  suburbs  of  Brussels,  and  added  to  a 
party  of  about  twenty  other  civilians,  who  were  taken  to  Germany  on  a  military  train,  under  a 
guard  of  four  soldiers.  At  the  German  railway  stations  the  populace  seemed  to  have  been  expecting 
the  passage  of  the  train  ;  they  insulted  the  prisoners,  whom  the  soldiers  in  charge  pointed  out  to 
them  as  "  the  franc-tircursr  Our  witness  affirms  that  in  another  carriage  of  his  train  there  were 
other  civilian  prisoners,  including  an  old  geidleinan  ivilh  two  little  girls  of  tivelvc  and  thirteen,  and 
a  box  abont  ten  years  old.  The  rest  of  the  train  contained  military  prisoners,  Belgian,  French  and 
English,  whom  the  crowd  did  not  molest,  and  who  received  decent  rations  ;  but  the  civilians 
were  given  nothing  but  bread  and  water.    After  several  days  of  most  painful  travelling,  the  civilian 

prisoners  were  interned  at  X  ,  where  our  witness  reports  that  they  found  several  hundred 

other  Belgian  non-combatants.  To  the  number  of  over  650  they  were  shut  up  in  a  granary,  and 
forced  to  sleep  on  straw.  There  were  six  priests  among  them.  They  were  roused  in  the  morning 
by  blows  and  curses,  and  led  into  a  barrack  square  ;  here  an  inscription  was  placed  on  their  backs, 
designating  them  as  "  prisoners  of  war "  at  the  town  where  they  were  detained.  At  midday  they 
were  given  a  bowl  of  soup.  The  punishments  in  vogue  were  the  cells  and  the  pillory — on  which 
men  were  exposed  for  hours  on  end — not  to  speak  of  curses  and  blows  from  sticks  or  the  butt  ends 
of  rifles.  The  rooms  were  insanitary,  and  the  latrine  was  an  open  one — a  rudimentary  structure 
composed  of  a  fir  tree  nailed  down  on  supporting  beams  over  a  trench  about  thirty  feet  long.  In 
this  place  there  were  imprisoned  joo  inhabitants  of  a  certain  Flemish  village,  including  the  parish  priest, 
his  curate,  the  school  master,  the  secretary  of  the  commune,  and  a  seminarist,  as  also  a  priest  from 
the  diocese  of  Namur,  a  seminarist  from  Hoogstraeten,  and  a  clerical  professor  from  the  College  of  St.  Pierre 
at  Brussels. 

Extract  from  the  loth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

From  another  witness  we  have  information  concerning  the  lot  of  the  civilian  prisoners  interned 
at  another  German  town.  This  was  the  place  to  which  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Louvain  were  carried  off.  Crammed  together  in  goods  wagons  without  windows,  these  poor  people, 
among  whom  were  over  100  women    and   children  (some  of  the   latter   mere  infants),  were  forced 

to  travel  almost  without  food  and   without   any  chance  of  sleep.     At  Z  they  were  turned 

out,  to  be  lodged  in  sheds  which  in  time  of  peace  served  some  for  horses  and  others  for  soldiers. 
Many  of  these  people  remain  there  still  ;  most  of  them  have  only  their  summer  clothing,  some  no 
proper  clothing  at  all,  for  they  were  turned  out  of  their  houses  just  as  they  were,  without  being 
permitted  to  finish  their  dressing  or  to  take  any  baggage  in  their  hands.  They  have  only  straw  to 
sleep  upon,  and  it  has  never  been  renewed.  They  were  given  on  their  arrival  only  one  blanket 
between  each  two  persons,  and  these  blankets  were  old,  dirty  and  very  thin.  Fire  and  lighting 
were  unknown  luxuries.  The  food  consists  of  one  loaf  for  each  three  persons,  given  out  on  alternate 
days,  and  this  loaf  weighs  less  than  six  pounds.  Each  morning  and  evening  they  have  a  small  ration 
of  colfee,  and  each  day  at  11  a.m.  a  bowl  of  soup,  which  it  is  often  impossible  to  consume.  The 
German  authorities  have  made  no  provision  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  prisoners — no  towels,  no  soap. 
After  a  time  those  of  the  prisoners  who  had  money  were  able  to  improve  their  condition  somewhat  ; 
but  many  had  been  carried  off  without  warning,  and  had  no  funds  whatever. 

We  are  assured  that  the  moral  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  are  even  worse  than  their  physical 
sufferings.  They  have  to  live  in  unpleasant  and  dangerous  contiguity  with  individuals  suffering  from 
contagious  diseases.  These  civilians  are  of  all  ranks  of  life — priests,  university  professors,  lawyers, 
employers  of  labour,  shopkeepers,  working  people.  All  alike  are  condemned  to  complete  idleness. 
No  books  are  allowed,  and  no  tools.  The  German  soldiery,  alleging  that  they  are  dealing  with 
'\franc-lireiLrs  and  murderers,''  treat  them  with  the  greatest  brutality.  Can  we  wonder  at  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  prisoners  have  become  insane 

Extract  from  the  loth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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Paroisse  de  Saint-Hadelin  (OIne) 


Lps  Menibres  du  Cnnscil  dc  Fabiiquo,  leJ.  Chefs  dps  Crmficrics  dc  la  Sainlc-Vieigc  et  de 
Sainic -Karbc  vous  prienl  dc  bicn  vouloir  asssislcr  au  Service  solennel  f|ui  sefa  celebre  en 
I'pglise  dc  Sainl-Iladelin,  Lundi  9  Novembre,  a  10  heures  et  demie,  pour  Ic  repos 
des  inics  dcs  menibres  dc  Confreiic  doni  Ics  nonis  suivcnt  ■■ 

I'.  J.  Hougrand,  decedc  a  Miclieioux,  Ic  22  Fcviicr.  membrc  dc  la  Confierie  dc  la 
Sainte-Vicrge. 

Elisabelli  Franqucl.  decedce  a  Vcrviers.  lo  0  Juillet.  membrc  dcs  deux  ('.(infrcries 
Ainsi  que  pour  les  victimes  du  massaorc  dcs  .'i  et  (>  Aoi'il  en  ccKc  paroisse  '. 
Jean  >'aval,  (leorgcs  Delrez.  veuve  Desonay.  Joscpliine  Dcsonay.  Victor  Warnicr  pere. 
Victor  Warniei'  fils,  Nelly  Warnicr,  Edgard  Warnicr,  dc  Saint-lladclin. 
Jean  Matz,  Andic  Craliay  et  Paul  Bailly.  dc  Furel. 

Tous  lues  Ic  .')  Aoi'it  sur  Ic  hawcn 

Jean  Willot,  Laurent  Gillel,  Jacques  Rahier,  Denis  Naval,  Jean  Naval,  Jacques  Maguel, 
Henri  Maguel,  Pierre  Dewandrc.  Julien  Dewandre,  Henri  Oewandre,  Joseph  Delsaute.  Louis 
Gerniay,  Guillaume  Lecleroq,  Jean  Legrand,   Noel  Orand'ry,  Joseph  GrandVy.  Leonard 
Grand'ry,   Auguslin  Sequaris,   Pierre  Dethier,  Paul  |Dethier,   Leonard  Laniarche,  Felicten 
Boeur.  lAlphonse  Boeur,  Vicor  Hubert.   Henri  Hubert,  Joseph  Tixhon    Edouard  Daenen, 
Gilles  Hautvast.  Gaspard  HaulvasI,  Jacques  Hautvast,  Joseph  Haulvast,  de  Saint-Hadelin,- 
Victor  Polet,  Jean  Backer  el  Femand  Maguel ,  d'Ayeneux 
Joseph  SIrauven,  de  Charncux  ;  Joseph  Delhalle,  de  Roberniont. 
Toussaint  Hanscz,   Victor  Hansez.   Tonssaint  Hanscz.   Laurent  Francois  et  Jules 
Saive,  de  Bouny. 

I'ous  lues  a  Ricssonsart  Ic  li  Aoul. 

Albert  Schweiz,  Belly  Schweiz,  Wilhelni  Hascnklevcr.  Blaise  Graner.  AnIoine  Daelheni. 
de  Saint-Hadelin. 


Hubert  Blum  cl  Mallueu  KIc 


lie  Fleron. 

l  ous  lues  dans  les  lleids  d'Olne  le  (>  Aoijt. 


Denis  Naval-Rogisler,  de  Magnec,  tuc  dans  les  lleids  d"Aycneux  Ic  (>  Aoiit.  el  Mathieu 
Closset,  de  Sainl-Hedelin,  tue  a  Bouny  le  (i  Aoiit. 

Priez  Oieu  pour  le  repos  de  leurs  ames. 

Doui  Cceur  de  Marie,  soyez  mon  refuge. 
Nolre-Dame  de  Lourdes,  priez  pour  nous. 
.  Saint  Joseph,  patron  de  la  Belgique,  priez  pour  nous 
Saint  Hadelia,  patron  de  la  paroisse,  priez  pour  nous 
Sainle  Barbe,  patronne  de  la  bonne  mort,  priez  ponr  Dous. 


Letter  of  invitation  to  attend  the  celebration  of  a  service  for  the  repose  of  the 
souls  of  61     PERSONS,    OF   WHOM    FOUR  WERE 

WOMEN,  MASSACRED  within  the  territory  of  the  Commune  of  Olne 
(a  few  kilometres  from  Liege)  on  the  5th  and  6th  August,  1914. 


(  ) 


[translation] 


PARISH  OF   ST.  HADELIN  (OLNE) 

The  Members  of  the  Conseil  de  Fabrique.  and  the  Heads  of  the  Brotherhoods  of 
the  Holy  Virgin  and  Sainte  Barbe,  invite  you  to  assist  at  the  solemn  service  which 
will  be  held  at  the  Church  of  St.  Hadelin  on  Monday,  qth  November,  at  10.30,  for 
the  repose  of  the  souls  of  the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  whose  names  are  here 
given  : 

P.  J.  Hougrand,  died  at  Micheroux  on  22nd  Februar}-,  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  the  Holy  Virgin. 

Elizabeth  Franquet,  died  at  Verviers  on  9th  July,  member  of  the  two 
Brotherhoods. 

Also  for  the  victims  of  the  massacre  of  5th  and  6th  August  in  this  Parish  : 

Jean  Naval,  Georges  Delrez,  the  widow  Desonay,  Josephine  Desonay,  Victor 
Warnier,  Victor  Warnier,  son,  Nelly  Warnier,  Edgard  Warnier,  of  St.  Hadelin. 

Jean  Matz,  Andre  Crahay  and  Paul  Bailly,  of  Foret. 

All  killed  on  5th  August  on  the  Fawen. 

Jean  Willot,  Laurent  Gillet,  Jacques  Rahier,  Denis  Naval,  Jean  Naval,  Jacques 
Maguel,  Henri  Maguel,  Pierre  Dewandre,  Julien  Dewandre,  Henri  Dewandre, 
Joseph  Delsaute,  Louis  Germay,  Guillaume  Leclercq,  Jean  Legrand,  Noel  Grand'ry, 
Joseph  Grand'ry,  Leonard  Grand'r\-,  Augustin  Sequaris,  Pierre  Dethier,  Paul  Dethier, 
Lt'onard  Lamarche,  Felicien  Boeur,  Alphonse  Boeur,  Vicor  Hubert,  Henri  Hubert, 
Joseph  Tixhon,  Edouard  Daenen,  Gilles  Hautvast,  Gaspard  Hautvast,  Jacques  Hautvast, 
Joseph  Hautvast,  de  Saint-Hadelin. 

\'ictor  Polet,  Jean  Backer  and  Fernand  Maguel,  of  Ayeneux. 

Joseph  Strauven  of  Charneux  ;  Joseph  Delhalle,  of  Robermont. 

Toussaint  Hansez,  Victor  Hansez,  Laurent  Francois  and  Jules  Saive  of  Bouny. 

All  killed  at  Riessonsart,  on  6th  August. 

Albert  Schweiz,  Betty  Schweiz,  Wilhelm  Hasenklever,  Blaise  Graner,  Antoine 
Daelhem,  of  Saint-Hadelin. 

Hubert  Blum  and  Mathieu  Klein,  of  Fleron. 

All  killed  in  the  heights  of  Olne  on  6th  August. 

Denis  Naval-Rogisler,  of  Magnee,  killed  in  the  heights  of  Ayeneux  on 
6th  August,  and  Mathieu  Closset,  of  St.  Hadelin,  killed  at  Bouny  on  6th  August. 

Pray  to  God  for  the  repose  of  their  souls. 

Gentle  Heart  of  Mary,  be  my  refuge. 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  pray  for  us. 

St.  Joseph,  patron  of  Belgium,  pray  for  us. 

St.  Hadelin,  patron  of  the  Parish,  pray  for  us. 

Sainte  Barbe,  patroness  of  kindly  death,  pray  for  us. 


(     62  ) 


WHOLESALE   REPRISALS:    THE   FIRST  MASSACRES. 

"  I  was  anxious,  in  the  evening  of  the  3rd  August,  to  cahii  the  anxieties  of  my  parishioners.  I  said 
to  them  :  '  You  have  nothing  to  fear  ;  if  you  do  not  attack  the  soldiers  they  will  do  nothing  to  you.  Do 
you  suppose  that  they  are  going  to  pillage  your  houses  and  hurn  the  village,  and  assassinate  women  and 
children  ?    The  Prussians  are  not  savages.' 

"  The  following  day,  the  first  act  of  the  soldiers  who  entered  Battice  was  to  break  the  doors  and 
windows,  to  carry  off  whatever  they  pleased,  and  to  kill  several  persons  and  torture  others. 

"  On  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  the  6th  August,  a  superior  officer  came  and  said  to  me  : 

"  'Monsieur  le  cure,  where  is  the  burgomaster  ?  ' 

"  I  replied  : 

"  '  The  burgomaster  is  not  here.'  . 
"  '  And  the  population  ?  ' 

"  '  There  are  several  inhabitants  here,  but  most  of  them  have  fled  in  the  direction  of  a  neighbouring 
village.' 

"  '  What  are  they  afraid  of?    Go  and  tell  them  to  come  back.    You  will  do  them  a  good  service.' 
"  And  he  added  the  following  words  : 

"  'Tell  them  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear.  I  am  the  commander  or  the  troops  billeted  here,  and 
I  take  you  under  my  protection.  Make  a  point  of  telling  the  inhabitants  that  I  take  them  under  my 
guardianship.' 

"  I  went  away  full  of  confidence  in  his  words.  But  I  had  not  reached  the  hamlet  before  the  sack  of 
Battice  began.  More  than  twenty  persons  were  killed  or  burnt  alive.  The  whole  village  was  set  on  fire 
with  the  exception  of  the  part  about  the  station,  which  was  required  by  the  troops. 

"  Such  is  the  story  of  that  day. 

"  And  do  you  know  how  they  would  justify  these  murders  and  this  destruction  of  an  entire  parish  ? 

'•  At  first  they  said  :  '  Someone  fired  from  this  house  '  (M.  Fraikin's  house).  Now,  I  can  assert  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  that  there  was  not  anybody  in  this  house  or  in  the  surrounding  houses. 

"  Next  they  accused  the  cure,  saying  :  '  He  fired  on  us  from  the  belfry  of  the  church.'  And  yet  the 
soldiers,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  saw  me  leaving  the  village  at  the  request  of  the  officer  ten  minutes 
before  the  fusillade. 

"  Finally,  by  way  of  a  third  explanation,  they  said  :  '  The  burgomaster  killed  our  commander  after 
shewing  him  welcome.'  Now,  the  burgomaster  had  disappeared  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  and  did 
not  see  them  again  at  Battice  until  several  weeks  later,  when  the  Germans  wanted  him  in  order  to  make 
him  give  up  the  treasury  of  the  Commune. 

"G.  VOISIN, 

"  Cure  at  Battice." 

(Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  on  the  12th  March,  19 15,  to  the  Dutch  newspaper 
Dc  Tyd^  of  Amsterdam). 


Battice  is  the  first  important  village  met  by  the  German  army  in  their  march  on  Liege.  It  is  on 
the  plateau  immediately  before  the  town  of  Herve,  which  was  half  destroyed,  and  of  which  44  inhabitants 
were  killed,  and  the  villages  of  Olne,  Soumagne,  Micheroux,  La  Bouxhe,  where  from  the  first  days  a 
number  of  civilians,  men,  women  and  children,  were  shot  or  burned. 


WHOLESALE  REPRISALS: 


(  63 
THE 


MASSACRES  AT  AERSCHOT. 


"  I  have  been  able  to  reconstruct  the  drama  of  Aerschot,  with  the  aid  of  the  depositions  of 
eye-witnesses  and  of  two  letters  of  Mme.  Tielemans,  the  burgomaster's  wife,  written  to  the  Minister 
of  State  (Cooreman)  and  to  the  Committee  of  Enquir}'  into  the  violations  of  international  law,  letters 
which  were  shown  me  by  Chevalier  Ernst  de  Bunswyck. 

"  The  Commanding  Officer  at  Aershot  was  killed,  not  treacherously  in  his  bedroom,  but  on  the 
balcony  of  the  house  of  the  burgomaster  who  was  giving  him  hospitality.  The  market  place  was  full 
of  soldiers.  All  of  a  sudden  shots  were  fired  without  any  apparent  reason.  Indescribable  chaos  followed. 
The  soldiers  fired  at  random  on  the  surrounding  houses.  The  commander  fell  and  was  carried  by  his 
comrades  in  arms  into  a  room,  where  he  expired.  After  his  death  there  was  a  desire  for  reprisals. 
The  mayor  was  arrested,  with  his  brother  and  young  son  who  had  been  wounded  on  the  preceding 
day  by  a  ricochetting  bullet,  and  who,  when  the  confusion  in  the  market  began,  had  hidden  himself 
with  his  mother  in  the  cellars  of  the  house.  The  surrounding  houses  were  also  searched,  and  the 
twenty-seven  persons  were  arrested  in  the  cellars  haphazard.  They  wanted  also  to  arrest  the  senior 
cure  of  the  town,  but  he  had  taken  to  flight.  Consequently  another  priest  was  seized  in  his  stead. 
As  it  was  impossible  to  lay  hands  on  the  mayor's  wife  and  daughter,  who  had  succeeded  in  escaping, 
a  price  was  set  on  their  heads.    .    .  . 

"  The  thirty  persons  who  had  been  arrested  and  who  could  not  be  charged  with  the  shadow  of  a 
crime  were  conducted  to  a  trench.  Their  eyes  were  bound  and  they  were  all  shot,  with  the  exception 
of  a  certain  Mommens  whom  it  had  been  decided  to  pardon  but  who  was  compelled  to  assist  in  the 
burial  of  the  bodies  of  his  fellow  citizens.  As  soon  as  the  work  was  finished  this  individual  was  told 
to  go  to  Louvain  and  tell  there  the  story  of  what  he  had  seen  ;  it  was  no  doubt  desired  that  his 
narrative  should  terrorise  the  city." 

Evidence  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Grondjis,  Dutch  subject,  formerly  professor  at  the 
Technical  Institute  at  Dordrecht. 


Outside  the  I.ouvain  Gate  : 
Victor  Page. 
Bruno  Tuerliiickx. 
Jean  Henri  Sniets. 
Louis  van  den  Heuvel, 
Pierre  Mathijs. 
Raymond  Nijs. 
Kran9ois  Schellens. 
Jean  Oostens. 
I.ouis  Deroey. 
Anguste  Boschmans. 
Caniille  van  Broeckhoven. 
Henri  Nijs. 
Adophe  Govaerts. 
Prosper  Mertens. 
Francois  Branis. 
Omer  Nijs. 
Louis  Verbraeken. 
Ferdinand  Roelauts. 
Joseph  Tielemans  (Burgo- 

master). 
Louis  Tielemans  (son). 
F'mile  Tielemans  (brotlieri, 
8  unknown  (unrecognisable). 
Constant  Grandjean. 
Roger  Vanautenboer. 
Camille  Vertrujen. 
Emile  Govaerts. 
Alphonse  Toussaint. 
Charles  de  Jonghe. 
Joseph  Goossens  (Sichem). 
Henri  Cypers. 
Gustave  Dubois. 
Jean-Baptiste  Venneireu 

(Rillar). 
Jacques  Nijs. 

Isidore  Evariste  Tuerlinckx 
(Sichem). 


3  unknown. 
Henri  Uevroery. 
Louis  van  Autenboer. 
\'ictor  Cools. 
Pau\  Feems. 
Victor  Wouters. 
2  unknown. 

Francois  Verhaegen  (Rillaer) 
Camille  Nijs. 
Richard  Vermaelen. 
Kdouard  van  Aelst  (Messel- 

broek ). 
2  unknov/n. 

Leonard  Verbist  (Rillaerl. 
Alphonse  van  den  Bemden. 
Joseph  van  den  Bemden. 
Adricn  van  den  Bemden. 
Francois  Matthijs. 
Louis  van  Winkel 
Robert  Carette  (Priest). 
Hubert  Nijs  (Reeginevoort). 
Alphonse  Minneu  (Messel- 

broek). 
Polidore  Goossens  (Sichem). 
Jules  van  der  Heyden. 
Adolphe  van  Autenboer, 
Thtephile  Truyts. 
Alphonse  Mutsaerts. 
Jules  Lavaerts. 
L^on  Vancriekinge. 
Charles  Luyten. 
2  unknown. 
Hubert  Verraunicht. 
Emeri  Van  der  Plas. 
Pierre  van  Aer.schot. 
Walter  Tierens. 
Edmond  Deleender. 
Francois  Grandjean. 


Charles  Lamotte. 
Francois  Peelaerts. 
Gustave  van  de  Pol. 
Rigobert  van  den  Plas. 
Leonard  Bergen. 
Jules  Stalmans. 
Jean  Fran9ois  Matthijs. 
Richard  Mertens. 
Henri  Grandjean. 
Jules  Nijs. 
Silvain  Robeyns. 
Joseph  Mertens. 
Jules  (iustave  Grandjean 
Leonard  Grandjean. 
Arthur  Rijckmans. 
Joseph  Verhaeghen. 
Ferdinand  Grandjean. 
Pierre  Tonseuts. 

1  unknown. 
Lucien  Meijernians. 
Vital  Duhaien. 
Joseph  Windelinckx. 
C^lestine  Claes. 
Eugene  Serr^. 
Alida  Marien. 

E.  .\ndries. 

Van  Mol  Marguerite. 
Near  the  Garden  of  the 
Hospital: 

2  children : 
Carmen  Sickens, 
Marie  Vertruyen. 

Servant  to  the  Cur^  Van  Rove. 
I^ouis  Deroo. 
Marie  Ons. 
Near  the  Malines  Gate  : 
Jean  Boxsteyns. 
Alphone  van  Opstal. 


Wed.  Van  Eyck. 
Lucas  Mertens. 
Francois  Mertens. 
Edouard  Jans.sens. 
Francois  V'ouneckx. 
Jiilien  Desmet. 
2  unknown. 
Francois  Debie. 
I  unknown. 
Auguste  Bergen. 
I  unknown. 
5  soldiers. 

Anrodenberg : 
Jean  Camerlinckx. 
Jean  van  de  Velde. 
Joseph  Claes. 
Jean-Baptiste  Delatin. 
E.  Jean  Corenians. 
F^ran<;ois  Peeters. 
Louis  Serneels. 
Victor  Bergen. 
Francois  Bergen. 
E.  Bergen. 

Joseph  van  der  Borght. 
Louis  Nijs. 
Jean  Uaems. 
Jean  Ceulemans. 
Guilichnus  Jansseus. 

Sas: 

Evrard  Bruyninckx. 
Frits  Bruyninckx. 
Victor  Bruyninckx. 
Gustave  Michiels. 
Lsidore  van  Gaubergen. 
Fran^ois-Nicholas-Joseph 

Chapeauville. 
Auguste  Cuypers. 


155  bodies  exhumed  at  Aerschot  on  the  16th-17th  and  18th  December,  1914. 


(    64  ) 


The  house  of  the  burgomaster  on  the  Square 
at  Aerschot.  On  the  balcony  the  German  Com- 
manding Officer  was  struck  by  a  German  bullet. 


The  grave  outside  the  town  into  which,  on 
the  very  spot  of  the  massacre,  the  bodies  of  the 
burgomaster,  his  son,  his  brother,  and  93  other 
civilians  were  thrown  pell-mell. 


oJL 


I 


d^J•>->     C-cooo  (L/^ooi  ^ 

to 
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P^jiotograph  of  one  of  the  letters  written  to  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  by  the 
wife  of  the  Burgomaster  of  Aerschot.  In  order  to  justify  the  burning  and  sack  of  this  town  of  8,000 
souls,  and  the  massacre  of  150  persons  (of  whom  the  bodies  have  now  been  exhumed)  including  several 
women  and  little  children,  during  the  19th  and  20th  August,  the  German  military  authorities 
accused  the  son  of  the  Burgomaster,  Tielemans,  of  having  assassinated  the  commander  of  the  troops 
billeted  on  the  town.   ( Trandatiou  opposite  J. 


(    65  ) 


[translation.] 


Monsieur  le  President, 

The  narrative  for  which  you  ask  me  must  have  been  already  received  by  you. 
I  addressed  it  to  Monsieur  le  Ministre  Schallaert,  not  knowing  to  whom  to 
send  it. 

I  may  add  the  following,  which  I  can  assert  to  have  taken  place  at  the  time  the 
first  shots  were  fired  on  the  square  by  the  Germans,  as  I  was  at  the  moment  at 
the  gate  of  the  street.  The  General  happened  to  be  on  the  balcony  of  my  house 
with  his  two  aides  de  camps.  A  stray  bullet,  or  one  fired  by  his  own  men,  hit 
him  on  the  temple.  The  firing  was  so  continuous  that  I  do  not  understand  how 
those  who  were  with  him  were  able  to  escape.  The  front  of  the  house  was 
riddled  with  shots. 

The  Germans  were  infamous  enough  to  accuse  my  son  of  having  killed  their 
officer.  We  were  at  that  moment  in  the  cellars  with  my  husband,  the  children, 
the  domestics,  and  even  several  German  soldiers,  who  were  seeking  protection  from 
the  bullets  of  their  own  men.  I  can  assure  you  that  we  had  no  arms  in  our 
possession.  My  son  was  of  too  gentle  a  character  and  too  good  a  Christian  for  any 
thought  of  murder  to  enter  his  head.  You  may  obtain  information  as  to  his 
character  from  his  uncle,  your  friend  Paul  Kaepsaet  of  Audenarde.  This  charge 
against  him  has  caused  me  no  less  grief  than  his  death. 

Receive,  Monsieur  le  President,  the  expression  of  my  most  distinguished 
sentiments. 

Mmk.  J.  TIELEMANS. 

Villa  Beau  Rivage, 
Kessingen. 

24th  SeM.,  1914. 
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Photograpli  of  four  victims  of  the  massacre  of  Andenne. 
A  witness  holding  an  official  position  in  the  town 
recognised  on  the  right  of  the  lower  part  of  the  photo- 
graph the  body  of  the  sheriff  of  the  commune,  a 
married  man  and  father  of  three  children.  These  victims 
were  shot  in  a  meadow  near  the  Davin  iron  foundries. 


(    67  ) 


WHOLESALE  REPRISALS;  THE  MASSACRES  AT  ANDENNE. 

The  statistics  of  the  losses  at  Andenne  give  the  following  total  : — Three  hundred  were  massacred  in 
Andenne  and  Seilles,  and  about  300  houses  were  burnt  in  the  two  locaHties.  A  great  number  of 
inhabitants  have  fled.  Almost  every  house  has  been  sacked  ;  indeed  the  pillage  did  not  end  for 
eight  days.  Other  places  have  suffered  more  than  Andenne,  but  no  other  Belgian  town  was  the 
theatre  of  so  many  scenes  of  ferocity  and  cruelty.  The  numerous  inhabitants  whom  we  have  cross- 
examined  are  unanimous  in  asserting  that  the  German  troops  were  not  fired  npon.  They  told  us 
that  no  German  soldier  was  killed  either  at  Andenne  or  in  its  neighbourhood.  They  are  incapable 
of  understanding  the  causes  of  the  catastrophe  which  has  ruined  their  town,  and  to  explain  it  they 
give  various  hypotheses.  Some  think  that  Andenne  was  sacrificed  merely  to  establish  a  reign  of 
terror,  and  quote  words  uttered  by  officers  which  seemed  to  them  to  show  that  the  destruction  of 
the  place  was  premeditated.  Others  think  that  the  destruction  of  the  bridge,  the  obstruction  of  a 
neighbouring  tunnel,  and  the  resistance  of  the  Belgian  troops  were  the  causes  of  the  massacre.  All 
protest  that  nothing  happened  in  the  place  to  excuse  the  conduct  of  the  Germans. 

Extract  from  the  iith  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  concerning  the 
violations  of  the  rules  of  war,  dated  i6th  January,  1915. 


Camus,    Jules,     Burgomaster,    doctor  of 

medicine,  aged  64,  father  of  a  fauiilj'. 
Gillet-Dumont.  Lambert,  factory  overseer, 

aged  28,  father  of  a  family. 
Dozin-Dumout,  Emile,  independent,  aged 

26,  father  of  a  lamily. 
Genicot,  Joseph,   father,  merchant  tailor, 

aged  52,  father  of  a  family, 
Genicot,  L^on,  son,  merchant  tailor,  aged  15. 
Demazy,  Gustav,  tenant,  aged  50,  bachelor. 
Deniazy,    Jules,    confectioner,     aged  51, 

bachelor. 

Li^geois,  Jules,  engineer,  aged  51,  father  of 
a  family. 

Roland,  I.^on,  trader  in  tobacco,  aged  33, 

father  of  a  family. 
Williame,  leather  dealer,  aged  50,  father  of 

a  family. 

Thys.  Achilla,    harness   maker,  aged  51, 

father  of  a  family. 
Bacus,  Thfophile,  tenant,  aged  43,  father  of 

a  family. 

Bacus,  L^on,  his  son,  blacksmith,  aged  25, 
bachelor. 

Lasson,  Eugene,  father,  manufacturer,  aged 

62,  father  of  a  family. 
Lasson,  Victor,  son,  manufacturer,  aged  37, 

father  of  a  family. 
De  Barsy,  Armand,  manufacturer,  aged  26, 

married. 

Davin.  manufacturer,  sheriff  of  the  town, 

aged  37,  father  of  a  family. 
Davin,  manufacturer,  aged  38,  bachelor. 
Davin,  Auguste,   manufacturer,    aged  25, 

bachelor. 

Bolly,  Louis,  engineer,  aged  33,  father  of  a 
family. 

Lallemand,  Prosper,  glazier,  aged  33,  father 

of  a  family. 
Stellings,  Auguste,  tailor,  aged  36,  father  of 

a  family. 

Kroidebise,  Ferdinand,  father,  independent, 
aged  86  (killed  while  singing  the  "Mar- 
seillaise"). 

Kroidebise,  Ernest,  son,  engineer,  aged  37, 

father  of  a  family. 
Deschamps,  Francois,  plumber,  aged  20, 

married. 

WalgrafTe,  Joseph,  master  plasterer,  aged  54 

father  of  a  family  (had  his  head  cut  off ; 

the  head  and  body  were  afterwards  thrown 

into  the  burning  house). 
Polet,  Alexandre,  coffee  house  keeper,  aged 

40,  father  of  a  family. 
Baras,  Arthur,  painter,  aged  40,  father  of 

a  family. 

De  Bois,  Maurice,  manufacturer,  aged  35, 

father  of  a  family. 
Haraoir,  chemist,  aged  40,  father  of  a  family. 
Guilitte,  Camille,  father,  chemist,  aged  40, 

father  of  a  family. 


Guilitte,  F^lix,  brother,  factory  manager, 

aged  42,  bachelor. 
Gulitte,  Val^re.  son,  medical  student  (forced 

by  the  Germans  to  fetch  from  a  cellar  the 

bodies  of  his  father  and  nuclei. 
Lecharlier,  F^licie,  aged  50,  housekeeper, 

mother  of  a  family. 
Lecharlier,  Maris,  sister,  aged  49,  mother  of 

a  family. 

Hubeau,  Florent,  factory  hand,  aged  47, 

father  of  a  family. 
Mme.  Hubeau,  his  wife 

Mile.  Hubeau,  his  niece,  aged  14,  after 
having  been  outraged  by  twenty  German 
soldiers. 

Cousin,  Jules,  factory  hand,  aged  ig, 
bachelor. 

Cousin,  Joseph,  brother,  factory  hand,  aged 

22,  bachelor. 
Bertrand,  Th^oduly,  master  mason,  aged  48, 

father  of  a  family. 
Bertrand,  Nestor,  his  son,  mason,  aged  19, 

bachelor. 

Noel,  Jean,  trader,  aged  25,  bachelor. 
Servais,  Ren^,  baker,  aged  26,  father  of  a 
family, 

Hella,    Fulgence,  father,  aged  50,  factory 

hand,  father  of  a  family. 
Hella,  son,  employe,  aged  20,  bachelor. 
Debrun,  Emmanuel,   locksmith,  aged  35, 

father  of  a  family. 
Minne  Z^nobe,  glazier,  aged  28,  married. 
Gillard,  Maximilien,  workman,   aged  55, 

bachelor. 

Jacqui^re,  Emile,  father,  collier,  aged  50, 

father  of  a  family. 
Jacqui^re,  son,  aged  18,  bachelor. 
Jacqui&re,  son,  aged  iq,  bachelor. 
Defrene,  Eva,  housekeeper,  aged  40,  mother 

of  a  family. 
Warz^e,  infant,  aged  six  months. 
Titeux,  Charles,  factory  hand,  aged  55. 
Michel,  Henri,  trader,  aged  45,  father  of  a 

family. 

Ancelin,  J.,  coffee  house  keeper,  aged  45, 
married. 

Rabot,  father,  paper  maker,  aged  46,  father 

of  a  family. 
Rabot.  A.,  sou,  aged  16. 

Landenne,  Armand,  agent  for  coal,  aged  58, 

father  of  a  family. 
Reuliaux,  Albert,  student,  aged  19,  bachelor. 
Crossart,  foreman,    aged  55,  father   of  a 

family. 

Brissa,  Emile,  stationer,  aged  52,  father  of  a 
family. 

Genneret,  Alexandre,  father,  carman,  aged 

60,  father  of  a  family. 
Genneret,  Jules,  son. 

Rambeaux,  F^lix,  trader,  aged  42,  father  of 
a  family. 


Rambeaux,  Joseph,  brother,  trader,  aged  48, 
married. 

Wascotte,  surveyor,  aged,  23,  father  of  a 
family. 

Jacqui^re,  Jules,  hotel  keeper,  aged  52, 
bachelor. 

Gilles,  Florent,  joiner,  aged  21,  bachelor. 

Mathieu,  Jules,  manufacturer,  aged  63,  ex- 
sheriff,  father  of  a  familv. 

Corneille,  C,  factory  hand,  aged  47,  father 
of  a  family. 

Corneille,  L^on,  joiner,  aged  42,  father  of  a 
family. 

Vivier,  Jules  barber,  aged  31,  father  of  a 
family. 

Laffut,  Gustave,  trader,  aged  34,  bachelor. 
H^rode,  Emile,  brewer,  aged  37,  father  of  a 
family. 

Marchal,  butcher,  aged  35,  bachelor. 
Gramtinne,  Fran9ois,  father,  butcher,  aged 

45,  father  of  a  family. 
Gramtinne,  son.  student,  aged  14. 
Fissette,     Richard,      University  student, 

aged  18. 

Philippart,  Jules,  manufacturer,  aged  32, 
married. 

Rasquin,  Antoine,  road  maker,  aged  50, 

father  of  a  family. 
Lavigne,  Maurice,  butcher,  aged  23. 
Henefie,  chemist,  aged  45,  father  of  a  family. 
Lallemand,  Adolphe,  clerk,  aged  43,  bachelor 
Magis,  L^on,  shoemaker,  aged  52,  married. 
Renglet,  Louis,  blacksmith,  aged  60,  father 

of  a  family. 
Gaukemma,  boatman,    father  of  fourteen 

children. 

Braibant,  Alfred,  market  gardener,  aged  45, 

father  of  a  family. 
Bouhisse,  Jules,  joiner,  aged  19  bachelor. 
Beaujean,  Alexandre,  coachman,  aged  70. 
Moreau,  Constant,  manufacturer,  aged  51, 

father  of  a  family. 
Tillieux,  Emile,    factory  hand,  aged  50, 

father  of  a  family. 
Daenen,  Anselme,  manufacturer,  aged  31, 

father  of  a  family. 
Braibant,  Isidore,  merchant-butcher,  aged 

26,  married. 
Noel,  Jean,  trader,  aged  26,  bachelor. 
Hubeau,  Edmond,  slaughterman,  aged  S4, 

father  of  a  family  (killed  at  a  slaughter- 
house). 
Hubeau.  his  son,  aged  19. 
Karel,  L^on,  veterinary  surgeon,  aged  64, 

father  of  a  family. 
Damoi.seaux,  Joseph,  factory  hand,  aged  46, 

father  of  a  family. 
Godfroid,  J.,  trader,  aged  50,  father  of  a 

family. 

Dereppe,  J.,  manufacturer,  aged  26,  bachelor 
Moreau,  Octave,  cabinet  maker,  aged  38, 
bachelor. 


First  list  of  103  bodies  exhumed  and  identified  (with  their  approximate  ages). 

Andenne  is  a  small  Wallonian  town  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Meuse,  between  Namur 
and  Huy.  A  bridge  joins  it  to  the  village  of  Seilles.  It  possessed  a  population  of  7,800  souls. 
The  German  troops  entered  it  on  the  19th  August,  19 14.  The  massacres  and  pillage  took  place  on 
the  20th,  2 1st  and  22nd  August.  The  massacres  were  principally  the  work  of  the  28th  Regiment 
of  Pioneers,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Schoenemann. 
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Scenes  of  horror  photographed  at  Andenne. 
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THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  ANDENNE. 


The  German  troops  who  were  wishing  to  invade  the  territory  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Meu3e  arrived  at  Andenne 
on  Wednesday,  igth  August,  in  the  morning.  Their  advance  guard  of  Uhlans  found  that  the  bridge  was  not  available. 
A  regiment  of  Belgian  Infantry  had  blown  it  up  at  8  o'clock  on  the  same  morning.  The  Uhlans  retired  after  having 
seized  the  Communal  cash  box  at  Andenne  and  brutally  maltreated  the  burgomaster,  Dr.  Camus,  an  old  man  of  more 
than  70  years  of  age.  The  burgomaster  had  several  days  before  taken  the  most  minute  piecautions  to  prevent  the  population 
from  engaging  in  hostilities.  He  had  posted  up  everywhere  placards  ordering  non-resistance.  All  firearms  had 
been  collected  in  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  the  local  authorities  had  personally  visited  certain  of  the  inhabitants  to 
explain  their  duty  to  them. 

The  main  body  of  the  German  troops  arrived  at  Andenne  in  the  afternoon.  The  regiment  halted  in  the  town  and 
outside  it,  waiting  for  the  completion  of  a  pontoon  bridge,  which  was  not  finished  till  the  following  morning.  The 
first  contact  between  the  troops  and  the  people  was  quite  pacific.  The  Germans  ordered  requisitions,  which  were 
satisfied.  The  soldiers  at  first  paid  for  their  purchases  and  for  the  drink  which  they  served  to  them  in  the  cafes. 
Towards  the  evening  the  situation  began  to  grow  more  strained.  Whether  it  was  that  discipline  was  getting  relaxed,  or 
that  alcohol  commenced  to  produce  its  effect,  the  soldiers  ceased  paying  for  what  they  were  taking.  The  inhabitants  were 
too  scared  to  resist.    No  friction  took  place  and  the  night  was  calm. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th  August,  the  bridge  was  finished  and  the  troops  defiled  through  the  tov.'n  in  great  numbers 
in  the  direction  of  the  left  bank.  The  inhabitants  watched  them  passing  from  their  houses.  Suddenly,  at  6  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  a  single  rifle  shot  was  heard  in  the  street,  followed  immediately  by  a  startling  explosion.  The  troops 
halted,  their  ranks  fell  into  disorder,  and  nervous  men  fired  haphazard.  Presently  a  machine  gun  was  set  up  at  a 
corner  and  commenced  to  fire  against  the  houses,  and  later  a  cannon  dropped  three  shells  into  the  town  at  three 
different  points. 

At  the  first  rifle  shot  the  inhabitants  of  the  streets  through  which  the  troops  were  defiling,  guessing  what  might  happen, 
took  refuge  in  their  cellars  or,  climbing  out  over  the  walls  of  their  gardens,  sought  refuge  in  the  open  country  or  in 
distant  cellars.  A  certain  number  of  people  who  would  not  or  could  not  make  their  escape  were  killed  in  their  houses 
by  shots  fiired  from  the  street,  or  in  some  cases  by  soldiers  who  burst  into  their  dwellings. 

Immediately  afterwards  commenced  the  pillage  of  the  houses  in  the  principal  streets  of  the  town.  Every  window 
shutter  and  door  was  broken  in.  Furniture  was  smashed  and  thrown  out.  The  soldiers  ran  down  into  the  cellars, 
got  drunk  there,  breaking  the  bottles  of  wine  tliat  they  could  not  carry  away.  Finally,  a  certain  number  of  houses 
were  set  on  fire.  During  the  night  rifle  shooting  broke  out  several  times.  The  terrified  population  lay  low  in  their 
cellars. 

Next  day.  Friday,  the  21st  August,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  soldiers  spread  themselves  through  the  town, 
driving  all  the  population  into  the  streets  and  forcing  men,  women  and  children  to  march  before  them  with  their 
hands  in  the  air.  Those  who  did  not  obey  with  sufficient  promptitude,  or  did  not  understand  the  order  given  them  in 
German,  were  promptly  knocked  down.  Those  who  tried  to  run  away  were  shot.  It  was  at  this  moment  that 
Dr.  Camus,  against  whom  the  Germans  seem  to  have  some  special  spite,  was  wounded  by  a  rifle  shot,  and  then 
finished  off  by  a  blow  from  an  axe.  His  body  was  dragged  along  by  the  feet  for  some  distance.  A  watchmaker,  a 
Fleming  by  birth,  who  had  lived  for  some  time  in  the  town,  was  coming  out  of  his  house  on  the  order  of  the  soldiers, 
supporting  on  his  arm  his  father-in-law,  an  old  man  of  80.  Naturally,  therefore,  he  could  not  hold  up  both  his  hands. 
A  soldier  stepped  up  to  him  and  struck  him  with  an  axe  on  the  neck.  He  fell  mortally  wounded  before  his  own  door. 
His  wife  tried  to  bring  him  assistance,  was  pushed  back  into  the  house,  and  had  to  assist  helplessly  at  the  last  agony 
of  her  husband.    A  soldier  threatened  to  shoot  her  with  his  revolver  if  she  crossed  the  door-sill. 

Meanwhile  the  whole  population  was  being  driven  towards  the  Place  des  Tilleuls.  Old  men,  the  sick  and  the 
paralysed  were  all  brought  there.  Some  were  drawn  on  wheel-chairs,  others  pushed  on  hand  carts,  others,  again, 
ijorne  up  by  their  relations.  The  men  were  separated  from  the  women  and  children,  then  all  were  searched,  but  no 
arms  were  found  on  them.  One  man  had  in  his  pocket  some  empty  cartridge  cases,  both  German  and  Belgian.  He 
was  immediately  apprehended  and  set  aside.  So  was  a  cobbler  who  had  a  wounded  hand  ;  the  wound  was  a  month 
old.  An  engineer  was  also  put  apart  because  he  had  in  his  pocket  a  spanner  which  was  considered  as  a  weapon. 
Another  man  seems  to  have  been  arrested  because  his  face  showed  his  contempt  and  rage  at  what  was  going  on. 
These  people  were  shot  in  the  presence  of  the  crowd  and  all  died  bravely. 

Subsequently  the  soldiers,  on  the  order  of  their  officers,  picked  out  of  the  mass  some  40  or  50  men  who  were  led 
off  and  all  shot,  some  along  the  bank  of  the  Meuse,  and  others  in  front  of  the  Police  Station. 

The  rest  of  the  men  were  kept  for  a  long  time  in  the  Place.  Among  them  lay  two  persons,  one  of  whom  had 
received  a  ball  in  the  chest,  and  the  other  a  bayonet  wound.  They  lay  face  to  the  ground  with  blood  from  their 
wounds  trickling  into  the  dust,  occasionally  calling  for  water.  The  officers  forbade  their  neighbours  to  give  them  any 
help.  One  soldier  was  reproved  for  having  wished  to  give  one  of  them  his  water  bottle.  Both  died  in  the  course  of 
the  day. 

While  this  scene  was  going  on  in  the  Place  des  Tilleuls,  other  soldiers  spread  themselves  through  the  town, 
continuing  their  work  of  sack,  pillage  and  arson.  Eight  men  belonging  to  the  same  household  were  led  out  into  a 
meadow  some  50  yards  from  their  dwelling,  some  of  them  were  shot,  the  rest  cut  down  with  blows  of  an  axe  One 
tall,  red-haired  soldier  with  a  scar  on  his  face  distinguished  himself  by  the  ferocity  with  which  he  used  an  axe.  A 
young  boy  and  a  woman  were  shot. 

About  10  in  the  morning  the  officers  told  the  women  to  withdraw,  giving  them  the  order  to  gather  together  the 
dead  bodies  and  to  wash  away  the  stains  of  blood  which  defiled  the  street  and  the  houses.  About  midday  the 
surviving  men  to  the  number  of  800  were  shut  up  as  hostages  in  three  little  houses  near  the  bridge,  but  they  were 
not  allowed  to  go  out  of  them  on  anv  pretext,  and  were  so  crammed  together  that  they  could  not  even  sit  down  on 
the  floor.  Soon  these  crowded  buildings  reached  a  highly  insanitary  condition.  The  women  later  in  the  day  were 
allowed  to  bring  food  to  their  husbands.  Many  of  them,  fearing  outrage,  had  fled  from  the  Place.  These  hostages 
were  not  finally  released  till  the  Tuesday  following. 


Text  of  the  nth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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VILLE  DE  DINANT 


n  est  rappele  aux  inte- 
resses  detenteurs  des  listes 
d'exhumes  (Serie  A)  que 
celles-ci  doivent  rentrer 
SANS  AUCUN  DELAI  a 
I'Hotel  de  Ville. 

Des  mesures  rigoureu- 
ses  pourraient  etre  prises 
centre  ceux  qui  n'obtemr 
pereraient  pas  a  cet  ordre 
formel  de  FAUTORITE 
ALLEMANDE. 

A  DinanL'te  20  Octobre  1914. 

Le  Bourgmestre  ff.,  Fr.  BRIBOSIA 


[translation.] 
TOWN    OF  DINANT. 

Persons  holding  lists  of  bodies  exhumed  (Series  A)  are 
reminded  that  these  lists  must  be  returned  witht)ut  delay  to 
the  Hotel  de  Ville. 

Severe  measures  may  be  taken  against  any  person  not 
complying  with  this  official  order  of  the  German  authorities. 

Dinant,  20th  October,  1014. 

The  Burgomaster,  Fr.  BRIBOSIA. 


Notice  placarded  at  Dinant  enjoining,  by  the  official  order 
of  the  German  authority,  all  the  holders  of  lists  of  bodies  exhumed 
to  hand  them  over  to  the  military  authority  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 
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WHOLESALE  REPRISALS:   MASSACRES  AT  DINANT. 


26  OLD  MEN  BETWEEN  65  AND  75  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

Edmond  Manteaux,  aged  71  ;  Gustave  Nicaise,  77  ;  Leon  Nicaise,  75  ;  Felix  Simonet,  73  ; 
Julien  Disy,  68  ;  Jules  Jacquet,  65  ;  Pierard  Soume,  67  ;  Alexandre  Georges,  67  ;  Emile  Arres, 
67  ;  Auguste  Mathieu,  67  ;  Francois  Fastrez,  68  ;  Jules  Seghin,  68  ;  Celestin  Bon,  65  ;  Charles 
Rouffiange,  68  ;  Felicien  Genot,  05  ;  Henri  Georges,  68  ;  Charles  Bietlot,  76  ;  Collard,  70  ;  Victor 
Demacle,  69  ;  Leopold  Gonze,  66  ;  Eugene  Lehaye,  67  ;  Alfred  Gilain,  64  ;  Emile  Coupienne, 
64  ;  Jules  Monard,  70  ;  Couillard,  70  ;  Bouchat,  70. 


76  WOMEN. 

Mesdames  Stevaux,  aged  75  ;  Marsigny,  23  ;  Thonno  Jadot,  80  ;  Chabottier,  80  ;  Delaete, 
Morelle,  Anciaux,  the  widow  Joris,  Rasneu,  Adrienne  Piette,  74  ;  the  widow  Jacquet,  Leopoldine 
Monin,  Pauline  Fonder,  aged  18  ;  Josephine  Lion,  Eloise  Boby,  aged  23  ;  Adele  Bovy,  aged  28  ; 
the  wife  of  Bovy,  nee  Marie  Defayse,  Marie  Schram  ;  the  wife  of  Jules  Materne  ;  the  widow  Henenne, 
Marie  Pinsmaille  ;  her  daughter  Pinsmaille  ;  Marie  Minet  ;  Nelly  Rodrique  ;  Odille  Fastres,  Jeanne 
Bourdon  (of  Neffe)  ;  Felicie  Pirlot  ;  Emma  Raes,  the  wife  of  Bourdon  ;  Henriette  Poncelet,  the  wife 
of  Betemps  ;  Marie  Martin  ;  Clothilde  Bourguignon  ;  the  wife  of  Kinique  ;  Marthe  Neaujot  ; 
Marie  Paquet  ;  Marie  Diskeuve  ;  the  wife  of  Paulet  ;  Louise  Paulet  :  the  widow  Javaux  ;  Henriette 
Martin  ;  Louise  Kinique,  aged  t8  ;  the  wife  of  Collard,  aged  83  ;  Eugenie  Paulet,  the  wife  of  Struvay  ; 
Gilda  Genon  ;  Nelly  Paulet  ;  Gilda  Marchot  ;  Renee  Dufrenne  ;  the  wife  of  Bultot  ;  Victorine 
Delimoy  ;  the  wife  of  Toussaint  ;  Leonie  Bultot  ;  the  wife  of  Joseph  Guery  ;  Jeanne  Lempereur  ;  Marie 
Guery  ;  the  widow  Even,  aged  75  ;  Georgette  and  Anna  Charlier  ;  Charlotte  Laloux  ;  the  wife  of 
Florin  ;  Celine  Toussaint  ;  Therese  Dulieu  ;  the  wife  of  Meura  ;  her  three  daughters  Meura  ; 
Marguerite  Gustin  ;  the  girl  Cajot  ;  the  wife  of  Dauphin  ;  Henriette  RouHn  ;  Germaine  Roulin  ; 
Juliette  Herman. 


37  YOUNG  BOYS  AND  LITTLE  CHILDREN. 

Joseph  Firmin,  aged  16  ;  Jules  Vinstock,  15  ;  Leon  Colle,  16  ;  Georges  CoUignon,  16  ;  Vital  Soree,  15  ; 
Maurice  Broucoux,  16  ;  Eugene  Deloge,  15  ;  Edmond  Thibaut,  15  ;  Alphonse  Monin,  15  ;  Louis 
Chabottier,  15  ;  Marcel  Hennuy,  15  ;  Rene  Mouton,  15  ;  Georges  Delaey,  14;  Emile  Nepper,  15  ; 
Constant  Migeotte,  15  ;  Georges  Zwolden,  14  ;  Eugene  Goflfin,  15  ;  Jules  Gaudinne,  16  ;  Marcel 
Fonder,  15  ;  Benjamen  Louys,  15  ;  Louis  Ferret,  16  ;  Marcel  Bovy,  5  ;  Rene  Dupont,  10  ;  Claire 
Struyvay,  2\  ;  Felix  Balleaux,  20  months  ;  Fehx  Fivet,  3  weeks  ;  Joseph  Dupont,  8  years  ;  Jean 
Rodrique,  6  months  ;  X.  Betemps,  z\  years;  Edmond  Bourguignon,  \\  years;  Edmond  Gustin,  3  years; 
Norbert  Bultot,  z\  years  ;  Micha  (of  Drehance),  i  year  ;  the  son  of  Edmond  Boudon,  16  years,  his 
daughter,  13  years,  Kinique,  11  years. 

Extracts  from  one  of  the  lists  of  persons  whose  bodies  were  exhumed  at  Dinant. 
This  list  contains  612  names.    The  total  number  of  victims  is  more  than  800. 
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The  dead  city  of  Dinant ;   the  scene  of  the  worst  massacre  of  all  those  of  which  the 
German  Army  was  guilty  in  Belgium. 
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THE   MARTYRDOM   OF  DINANT. 


"  On  Friday,  the  21st,  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  German  troops  coming  down  the  road  from 
Ciney  entered  the  town  by  the  Rue  St.  Jacques.  On  entering  they  began  firing  into  the  windows  of 
the  houses,  and  killed  a  workman  who  was  returning  to  his  own  house,  wounded  another  inhabitant, 
and  forced  him  to  cry  '  Long  live  the  Kaiser.'  They  bayoneted  a  third  person  in  the  stomach.  They 
entered  the  cafes,  seized  the  liquor,  got  drunk,  and  retired  after  having  set  fire  to  several  houses  and 
broken  the  doors  and  windows  of  others.  The  population  was  terrorised  and  stupefied,  and  shut  itself 
up  in  its  dwellings. 

Saturday,  22nd  August,  was  a  day  of  relative  calm.  All  life,  however,  was  at  an  end  in  the  streets. 
Part  of  the  inhabitants,  guided  by  the  instincts  of  self-preservation,  fled  into  the  neighbouring 
countryside.  The  rest,  more  attached  to  their  homes,  and  rendered  confident  by  the  conviction  that 
nothing  had  happened  which  could  be  interpreted  as  an  act  of  hostihty  on  their  part,  remained  hidden 
in  their  houses. 

"  On  Sunday  morning  next,  the  23rd,  at  6.30  in  the  morning,  soldiers  of  the  io8th  Regiment  of 
Infantry  invaded  the  Church  of  the  Premonastrensian  Fathers,  drove  out  the  congregation,  separated 
the  women  from  the  men,  and  shot  50  of  the  latter.  Between  7  and  9  the  same  morning  the  soldiers 
gave  themselves  up  to  pillage  and  arson,  going  from  house  to  house  and  driving  the  inhabitants  into 
the  street.  Those  who  tried  to  escape  were  shot.  About  9  in  the  morning  the  soldiery,  driving  before 
them  by  blows  from  the  butt  ends  of  rifles  men,  women,  and  children,  pushed  them  all  into  the  Parade 
Square,  where  they  were  kept  prisoners  till  6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  guard  took  pleasure  in 
repeating  to  them  that  they  would  soon  be  shot.  About  6  o'clock  a  captain  separated  the  men  from 
the  women  and  children.  The  women  were  placed  in  front  of  a  row  of  infantry  soldiers,  the  men 
were  ranged  along  a  wall.  The  front  rank  of  them  were  then  told  to  kneel,  the  others  remaining 
standing  behind  them.  A  platoon  of  soldiers  drew  up  in  face  of  these  unhappy  men.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  women  cried  out  for  mercy  for  their  husbands,  sons,  and  brothers.  The  officer  ordered  his 
men  to  fire.  There  had  been  no  enquiry  nor  any  pretence  of  a  trial.  About  20  of  the  inhabitants 
were  only  wounded,  but  fell  among  the  dead.  The  soldiers,  to  make  sure,  fired  a  new  volley  into  the 
heap  of  them.  Several  citizens  escaped  this  double  discharge.  They  shammed  dead  for  more  than 
two  hours,  remaining  motionless  among  the  corpses,  and  when  night  fell  succeeded  in  saving  themselves 
in  the  hills.    Eighty-four  corpses  were  left  on  the  Square,  and  buried  in  a  neighbouring  garden. 

"  The  day  of  23rd  August  was  made  bloody  by  several  more  massacres.  Soldiers  discovered  some 
inhabitants  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Pierre  in  the  cellars  of  a  brewery  there  and  shot  them. 

"  Since  the  previous  evening  a  crowd  of  workmen  belonging  to  the  factory  of  M.  Himmer  had 
hidden  themselves,  along  with  their  wives  and  children,  in  the  cellars  of  the  building.  They  had  been 
joined  there  by  many  neighbours  and  several  members  of  the  family  of  their  employer.  About  6  o'clock 
in  the  evening  these  unhappy  people  made  up  their  minds  to  come  out  of  their  refuge,  and  defiled 
trembling  from  the  cellars  with  a  white  flag  in  front.  They  were  immediately  seized  and  violently 
attacked  by  the  soldiers.  Every  man  was  shot  on  the  spot.  Almost  all  the  men  of  the  Faubourg  de 
Leffe  were  executed  en  masse.  In  another  part  of  the  town  12  civilians  were  killed  in  a  cellar.  In  the 
Rue  en  He  a  paralytic  was  shot  in  his  armchair.    In  the  Rue  Enter  the  soldiers  killed  a  young  boy  of  14. 

"  In  the  Faubourg  de  Neffe  the  viaduct  of  the  railway  was  the  scene  of  a  bloody  massacre.  An 
old  woman  and  all  her  children  were  killed  in  their  cellar.  A  man  of  65  years,  his  wife,  his  son  and 
his  daughter  were  shot  against  a  wall.  Other  inhabitants  of  Neffe  were  taken  in  a  barge  as  far  as  the 
rock  of  Bayard  and  shot  there,  among  them  a  woman  of  83  and  her  husband. 

"  A  certain  number  of  men  and  women  had  been  locked  up  in  the  Court  of  the  Prison.  At  six  in 
the  evening  a  German  machine  gun,  placed  on  the  hill  above,  opened  fire  on  them,  and  an  old  woman 
and  three  other  persons  were  brought  down." 


Text  of  the  nth  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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HOMAGE 

TO  THE 

GLORIOUS  MARTYRS  OF  TAMINES, 
Who  fell  on  the  day  of  the  20th  August,  1914. 

List  of  336  names  of  persons  killed,  including  two  priests  and  nine  women,  and  of  the  names 
of  59  persons  wounded.    The  list  was  published  at  Charleroi  "  By  special  permission." 


(   75  ) 


WHOLESALE  REPRISALS:    MASSACRES  AT  TAMINES. 


"About  5  o'clock  on  21st  August,  the  Germans  carried  the  bridge  of  Taniines,  crossed  the  River 
Sambre,  and  began  defiling  in  mass  through  the  streets  of  the  village.  About  8  o'clock  the  movement 
of  troops  stopped,  and  the  soldiers  penetrated  into  the  houses,  drove  out  the  inhabitants,  set  themselves 
to  sack  the  place,  and  then  burnt  it.  The  unfortuhate  peasants  who  stopped  in  the  village  were  shot  ; 
the  rest  fled  from  their  houses.  The  greater  part  of  them  were  arrested  either  on  the  night  of  the 
2ist  August  or  on  the  following  morning.    Pillage  and  burning  continued  all  next  day  (22nd). 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  22nd  (Saturday)  a  group  of  between  400  and  450  men  was  collected  in 
front  of  the  Church,  not  far  from  the  bank  of  the  Sambre.  A  German  detachmeut  opened  fire  on 
them,  but  as  the  shooting  was  a  slow  business  the  officers  ordered  up  a  machine  gun,  which  soon 
swept  off  all  the  unhappy  peasants  still  left  standing. 


Many  of  them 
were  only  wounded 
and,  hoping  to  save 
their  lives,  got  with 
difficulty  on  their  feet 
again.  Tlicy  were  im- 
mediately shot  down. 
Many  wounded  still 
lay  among  the 
corpses.  Groans  of 
pain  and  cries  for 
help  were  heard  in 
the  bleeding  heap. 
On  several  occasions 
soldiers  walked  up  to 
such  unhappy  indi- 
viduals and  stopped 
their  groans  with  a 
bayonet  thrust.  At 
night  some  who  still 
survived  succeeded 
in  crawling  away. 
Others  put  an  end  to 
their   own   pain  by 


Photograph  taken  at  Tamines  showing  the 
bodies  of  persons  who  had  been  shot 
on  the  ruins  of  a  burnt  house. 


rolling  themselves 
into  the  neighbouring 
river. 

"  All  these  facts 
have  been  established 
by  depositions  made 
by  wounded  men 
who  succeeded  in 
escaping.  About  100 
bodies  were  found 
in  the  river    .    .  . 

"...  The 
Germans  burnt,  after 
sacking  them,  264 
houses  in  Tamines. 
Many  persons,  in- 
cluding women  and 
children,  were  burnt 
or  stifled  in  their 
own  homes.  Many 
others  were  shot  in 
the  fields.  The  total 
number  of  victims 
was  over  6^0. 


"  The  Commission  of  Enquiry  devoted  special  attention  to  ascertaining  whether  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  had  fired  on  the  German  troops.  Every  surviving  witness  unanimously  declared  the 
contrary.  They  explained  the  massacre  of  their  fellow-villagers  by  the  fact  that  the  Germans 
attributed  to  the  inhabitants  the  shots  which  had  been  fired  by  the  French  skirmishers,  or  perhaps  to 
the  anger  produced  among  the  Germans  by  the  success  of  an  attack  which  had  been  made  on  them 
that  night  by  the  French  troops." 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  concerning  the  violation  of  the  rules  of 
war,  dated  i6th  January,  191 5. 


Tamines  is  an  industrial  borough  situated  on  the  Sambre,  between  Charleroi  and  Namur.  It  had 
a  population  of  5,700  persons.  The  yyth  German  Regiment  of  Infantry,  from  Celle,  met  there  on  the 
19th  and  2oth  August  the  French  troops  which  arrested  its  progress  during  two  days  on  the  Sambre. 
It  was  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  on  the  20th,  21st  and  22nd  August  that  the  massacres  and 
pillage  took  place. 
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I. — The  Square  of  St.  Martin  at 
Tamines  (its  present  condition), 
where  about  450  men  were  shot 
or  bayoneted  during  the  evening 
and  night  of  Saturday,  the  22nd 
August,  1914.  (The  white  marks 
represent  chloride  of  lime,  which 
was  spread  over  the  place  where 
bodies  lay.) 


II. — Another  corner  of  the 
Square.  The  small  gate  marked 
with  a  cross  is  the  entrance  to 
the  garden  where  the  victims 
were  carried  and  buried  by  the 
survivors,  by  order  of  the  German 
soldiers,  on  Sunday  morning.  The 
houses  were  pillaged  and  burnt 
from  the  21st  August,  and  several 
of  their  occupiers  were  burnt 
alive  or  shot  in  front  of  their 
doors. 


III.— The  Church  of  St.  Martin 
and  the  old  cemetery.  The  Sambre 
flows  beside  the  Square.  Several 
victims,  wounded  or  simulating 
death,  succeeded  in  escaping  dur- 
ing the  night  by  climbing  across 
the  bodies  and  swimming  the 
river.  Several  were  drowned. 
(The  +  indicates  the  cemetery 
where  the  bodies  of  the  victims 
repose  to-day.) 


THE   MARTYRDOM   OF  TAMINES. 


"  On  reaching  the  Square  the  first  thing  that  we  saw  was  a  mass  of  bodies  of  civiHans  extending 
over  at  least  40  yards  in  length  by  6  yards  in  depth.  They  had  evidently  been  drawn  up  in  line 
to  be  shot.    We  were  placed  before  these  corpses,  and  were  convinced  that  we  too  were  to  be  shot. 

"  An  officer  then  came  forward  and  asked  for  volunteers  to  dig  trenches  to  bury  these  corpses. 
I  and  my  brother-in-law  and  certain  others  offered  ourselves.  We  were  conducted  to  a  neighbouring 
field  at  the  side  of  the  Square,  where  they  made  us  dig  a  trench  15  yards  long  by  10  broad  and  2  deep. 
Each  received  a  spade.  While  we  were  digging  the  trenches  soldiers  with  fixed  bayonets  gave  us 
our  orders.  As  I  was  much  fatigued,  through  not  being  accustomed  to  digging,  and  faint  from 
hunger,  a  soldier  brought  me  a  lighter  spade,  and  afterwards  filled  a  bucket  of  water  for  us  to 
drink.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  what  they  were  going  to  do  with  us.  He  said  that  he  did  not.  By 
the  time  that  the  trenches  were  finished  it  was  about  noon.  They  then  gave  us  some  planks,  on  which 
we  placed  the  corpses  and  so  carried  them  to  the  trench.  I  recognised  many  of  the  persons  whose 
bodies  we  were  burying.  Actually  fathers  buried  the  bodies  of  their  sons  and  sons  the  bodies  of  their 
fathers.  The  women  of  the  village  had  been  marched  out  into  the  Square,  and  saw  us  at  our  work. 
All  round  were  the  burnt  houses. 

"  There  were  in  the  Square  both  soldiers  and  officers.  They  were  drinking  champagne.  The 
more  the  afternoon  drew  on  the  more  they  drank,  and  the  more  we  were  disposed  to  think  that  we 
were  probably  to  be  shot  too.  We  buried  from  350  to  400  bodies.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the  victims 
has  been  drawn  up  and  will  have  been  given  to  you  (the  Commissioners). 

"  While  some  of  us  were  carrying  the  corpses  along  I  saw  a  case  where  they  had  stopped  and 
called  to  a  German  doctor.  They  had  noticed  that  the  man  whom  they  were  conveying  was  still  alive. 
The  doctor  examined  the  wounded  man  and  made  a  sign  that  he  was  to  be  buried  with  the  rest.  The 
plank  on  which  he  was  lying  v/as  borne  on  again,  and  I  saw  the  wounded  man  raise  his  arm  elbow- 
high.  They  called  to  the  doctor  again,  but  he  made  a  gesture  that  he  was  to  go  into  the  trench  with 
the  others. 

"  I  saw  M.  X         carrying  off  the  body  of  his  own  son-in-law.    He  was  able  to  take  away  his 

watch,  but  was  not  allowed  to  remove  some  papers  which  were  on  him. 

"  When  a  soldier,  seized  with  an  impulse  of  pity,  came  near  us,  an  officer  immediately  scolded 
him  away.  When  all  the  bodies  had  been  interred,  certain  wounded  were  brought  to  the  Church. 
Officers  consulted  about  them  for  some  time.  Four  mounted  officers  came  into  the  Square,  and,  after 
a  long  conversation,  we  with  our  wives  and  children  were  made  to  fall  into  marching  order.  We  were 
taken  through  Tamines,  amid  the  debris  which  obstructed  the  streets,  and  led  to  Vilaines  between  two 
ranks  of  soldiers.  Think  of  our  moral  sufferings  during  this  march  !  We  all  thought  that  we  were 
going  to  be  shot  in  the  presence  of  our  wives  and  children.  I  saw  German  soldiers  who  could  not 
refrain  from  bursting  into  tears,  on  seeing  the  despair  of  the  women.  One  of  our  party  was  seized  with 
an  apoplectic  fit  from  mere  terror,  and  I  saw  many  who  fainted." 


Deposition  of  a  witness  before  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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The  Station  square  at  Louvain.  A  group  of  German  ofiBcers  and  soldiers  on  the  very  spot  where 
numbers  of  civilians  were  massacred  on  the  26th  August.  At  the  foot  of  the.  statue  of  the  Belgian 
diplomat  Sylvain  van  de  Weyer  (who  signed  the  Treaties  of  1839)  may  be  seen  the  heap  of  earth  under 
which  the  victims  were  buried. 


"  The  depositions  which  relate  to  Louvain  are  numerous,  and  are  believed  by  the  Committee  to 
present  a  true  and  fairly  complete  picture  of  the  events  of  the  25th  and  26th  August  and  subsequent 
days.  We  iind  no  grounds  for  thinking  that  the  inhabitants  fired  upon  the  German  army  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  August.  Eye-witnesses,  worthy  of  credence,  detail  exactly  when,  where,  and  how 
the  firing  commenced.  Such  firing  was  by  Germans  on  Germans.  No  impartial  tribunal  could,  in  our 
opinion,  come  to  any  other  conclusion.    .    .  . 

"  We  are  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  harrying  of  the  villages  in  the  district,  the  burning  of  a 
large  part  of  Louvain,  the  massacres  there,  the  marching  out  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  transport  to 
Cologne  (all  done  without  enquiry  as  to  whether  the  particular  persons  seized  or  killed  had  committed 
any  wrongful  act),  were  due  to  a  calculated  policy  carried  out  scientifically  and  deliberately,  not 
merely  with  the  sanction,  but  under  the  direction  of  higher  military  authorities,  and  were  not  due  to 
any  provocation  or  resistance  by  the  civilian  population." 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee  of  Inquiry. 
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WHOLESALE  REPRISALS:  MASSACRES  AT  LOUVAIN. 

"On  14th  January,  1915,  the  Reverend  Father  Valerius  Claes,  a  Capuchin  monk,  who  has  already 
exhumed,  in  various  parts  of  the  town  of  Louvain,  96  bodies,  opened  the  trench  dug  at  the  foot  of  the 
monument  of  Van  de  Weyer  in  the  Station  Square  at  Louvain. 

There  were  present:  MM.  Alfred  Nerincx,  professor  at  the  University,  performing  the  duty  of 
Burgomaster  ;  Dr.  Louis  Maldagne,  professor  at  the  University  ;  Dr.  Dieudonne,  Medical  Officer  ;  the 
Examining  Magistrate,  Simons.  The  German  Colonel  Ltibbeit,  Military  Commander  of  the  town,  and 
his  aide  de  camp,  subsequently  joined  the  other  members.  All  the  streets  adjoining  the  Square  were 
guarded  by  the  police. 

"  Dr.  Maldagne,  recently  returned  from  Germany,  where  he  had  been  carried  as  a  prisoner  with 
several  of  his  colleagues  of  the  University,  was  a  witness  of  the  massacre  of  civilians  in  front  of  the 
station  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  August.  The  victims  he  saw  were  chosen  indiscriminately  and 
made  to  lie  flat  on  the  pavement.   They  were  killed  by  a  gun  shot  in  the  neck,  the  back  or  the  head. 

"  The  bodies  which  were  exhtiined  bore  traces  of  bayonet  wounds.  Several  in  a  state  of  advanced 
decomposition  \\  ere  unrecognisable.  Madame  Van  Ertyck  recognised  her  husband,  aged  60,  and  her 
son,  aged  27.  The  body  of  a  boy  of  15  was  exhumed,  together  with  those  of  Charles  Munkemer, 
Edgard  Bicquet,  of  Pensioner  Major  Bicquet,  of  A.  van  Gaer,  O.  Candreis  and  two  women  Mmes.  A. 
Bruyninckx  and  Perilleux. 

"  Under  these  bodies,  in  a  second  grave,  seven  others  were  discovered.  On  the  following  day  the 
body  of  Henri  Decorte  was  removed  from  a  quite  small  grave,  and  the  body,  doubled  up,  of  the 
Reverend  M.  Van  Bladcl,  cure  of  Herent,  near  Louvain." 

After  an  eye-witness,  correspondent  of  the  Dutch  Newspaper  De  Tyd. 


"  Everywhere  he  was  known  for  his  devotion,  and  all  his  colleagues  looked  upon  him  as  a  saintly 
priest.  He  gave  proof,  during  33  years,  of  his  love  for  you,  and  his  anxiety  for  your  spiritual  and  moral 
interest.  It  was  for  love  of  you  that  he  went,  in  company  with  his  beloved  vicar,  to  meet  the  foreign 
soldiers,  that  he  bowed  respectfully  and  even  bent  the  knee,  so  far  as  he  could  bring  himself  to  do  so, 
befoi-e  them,  praying  and  imploring  them,  not  for  himself,  but  in  the  hope  that  the  army  would  spare 
his  beloved  parish  and  preserve  your  houses  from  incendiarism  and  destruction,  and  your  persons  from 
assassination.  His  presbytery  and  his  garden  offered  you  a  refuge  whilst  he  himself  was  seized  and 
thrown  on  to  a  cart  and  carried  to  Louvain,  and  thence  to  Rotselaer,  and  from  Rotselaer  to  Wesemael, 
and  then  again  by  Putkapel  and  Wilsele  to  Louvain,  where  he  passed  the  whole  of  the  night  on  his 
feet  and  in  suffering,  until  that  terrible  moment  when,  after  a  calvary  of  three  days,  crying  out  in  a  loud 
voice,  '  Injustice,  injustice,'  he  was  carried  away  by  four  soldiers  to  the  scene  of  his  martyrdom," 

Words  spoken  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Mercier  at  the  public  funeral  of  the 
Abbe  Van  Bladel,  cure  of  Herent,  held  at  Herent  on  22nd  March,  1915. 


"  It  is  proved  : 

"  That  there  were  in  many  parts  of  Belgium  deliberate  and  systematically  organised  massacres  of 
the  civil  population,  accompanied  by  many  isolated  murders  and  other  outrages. 

"  That  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  generally  innocent  civilians,  both  men  and  women,  were  murdered 
in  large  numbers,  women  violated,  and  children  murdered." 

Conclusions  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Committee. 


(    8o  ) 
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THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  LOUVAIN 

(according-  to  a  neutral  witness). 

"  The  vanguard  of  the  Army  of  Von  Khick  occupied  Louvain,  without  striking  a  blow,  on  the  3rd  August  at  noon.  The 
first  error  to  rectify  is  the  following  :  Louv.in  was  not  bombarded.  There  was  no  fighting,  except  in  the  direction  of 
Tirlemont  and  Dieste  to  the  north  and  south  of  Louvain.  The  destruction  of  this  town  was  carried  out  deliberately  by  a 
company  of  incendiarists  seven  days  after  its  occupation.  The  commander  of  the  place  who  gave  the  orders  was  named 
Manteuffel,  and  it  was  the  52nd  Regiment  of  Infantry  which  was  established  there  during  these  early  days. 

"  The  burning  began  at  half-past  seven  in  the  evening  of  the  35th  August.  Whilst  the  town  was  burning  on  all  sides 
the  Germans  shot  the  unfortunate  people  as  they  fled  from  their  burning  houses.  It  was  a  night  of  unimaginable  horror. 
Most  of  the  inhabitants,  however,  succeeded  in  escaping  by  the  courtyards  and  gardens.  I  myself  succeeded  in  doing  so 
when,  about  midnight,  the  houses  adjoining  the  one  which  I  occupied  in  Juste  Lipse  Street  began  to  blaze. 

"  The  following  morning  I  was  taken  prisoner  and  conducted  to  the  station  at  about  10  o'clock. 

"With  me  was  a  Spaniard,  Father  Catala,  Spanish  Vice-Consul,  who  had  been  for  some  little  time  principal  of  a  college 
in  Station  Street,  which  had  been  burnt  down,  in  spite  of  the  Spanish  flag  flying  over  its  door.  The  first  group  of  prisoners, 
from  70  to  80  in  number,  included  some  distinguished  persons,  advocates,  medical  men,  &c.  Five  of  us  were  foreigners. 
Father  Catala,  three  young  Spaniards,  and  myself.  We  were  placed  in  files  of  four,  surrounded  by  soldiers,  who  insulted 
us  and  treated  us  in  a  brutal  manner.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Station  Street  there  was  a  corpse  partially  carbonised.  In 
the  corridors  of  the  station  were  lying  fifteen  or  twenty  bodies  of  civilians  who  had  been  shot.  The  town,  especially  in  this 
quarter,  was  enveloped  in  smoke  and  flames.    These  were  days  of  indescribable  terror. 

"I  had  in  my  hand  my  passport  proving  my  foreign  nationality.  I  was  looking  for  a  means  of  saving  myself  from  the 
death  that  I  felt  was  threatening,  for  the  German  soldiers,  as  well  as  officers  were,  at  that  moment,  no  longer  men  but 
ferocious  beasts.  God  alone  could,  by  a  miracle,  save  us.  They  did  not  wish  to  hear  anything  about  my  passport.  Every 
time  that  I  tried  to  prove  my  innocence  and  my  American  nationality  the  officers  threatened  and  struck  me.  When  I  saw 
that  all  was  useless  I  resigned  myself  and  prepared  for  death.    My  companions  did  the  same.  . 

"  Towards  eleven  o'clock  they  began  to  conduct  us  towards  Malines,  in  the  environs  of  which  fighting  was  going  on 
between  Belgians  and  Germans.  To  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  everything  was  in  flames.  At  Heront,  five  kilometres  from 
Louvain,  I  saw  in  a  corner  of  the  wall  the  body  of  a  little  girl  of  12  or  13  years  of  age  burned  alive.  We  were  terribly  ill- 
treated  during  the  whole  of  the  journey  whether  we  were  made  to  run  or  to  stop,  or  to  walk  slowly,  it  was  all  by  blows  with 
a  sabre,  the  butt  end  of  a  rifle  or  a  lance.  We  were  kicked  and  spat  upon,  and,  O  my  God !  to  what  insolence  we  were 
subjected  I  I  supported  a  sick  old  man  who  dragged  himself  along  with  the  help  of  my  arm  in  order  to  escape  death,  for  if 
he  had  stopped  he  would  have  been  pierced  by  a  bayonet  or  shot  by  a  bullet.  We  glanced  towards  one  another  from  time 
to  time  in  a  state  of  stupefaction  at  such  barbarity.  At  length  we  arrived  in  a  field  nine  or  ten  kilometres  from  Louvain. 
There  a  halt  was  made  and  an  officer  told  us  that  we  were  about  to  be  shot.  When  I  repeated  to  him  that  I  was  a  South 
American,  as  was  proved  by  my  passport,  he  cried  out,  with  fire  flashing  from  his  eyes,  that  it  was  I  wlio  would  be  shot  the 
first  '  because  I  had  kept  concealed  in  my  church  mitrailleuses  and  other  arms.'  He  ordered  me  to  hold  my  tongue.  They 
then  tied  our  hands  behind  our  backs  with  our  own  handkerchiefs.  The  soldiers  drew  themselves  up  in  line  and  every 
preparation  was  made  for  our  e.xecution,  and  we  were  left  there  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  death  staring  us  in  the  face. 

"Presently  we  were  divided  again  into  groups,  with  our  hands  still  bound,  with  the  soldiers  drawn  up  in  front  of  us  as 
shooting  parties,  and  we  were  then  made  to  proceed  through  the  fields  from  village  to  village  towards  the  Belgian  lines. 

"  .  .  .  At  nightfall  we  arrived  at  Campenhout,  where  we  passed  the  night  imprisoned  in  the  church  where  fighting 
was  going  on  all  round.  The  following  day  Father  Catala,  the  three  young  Spaniards  and  myself  were  set  at  liberty.  It 
was  after  innumerable  difficulties  we  succeeded  in  reaching  Brussels  at  noon  on  the  27th  August.  The  other  persons,  all  of 
whom  were  Belgians,  continued  their  journey,  always  in  front  of  the  infantry,  as  far  as  Malines,  where  they  were  finally  set 
at  liberty. 

"The  remaining  inhabitants  of  Louvain  were  no  better  treated.  Many  were  conducted  as  prisoners  into  the  interior  of 
Germany  (Munsterlagen).  Several  thousands  were  dragged  as  far  as  Tirelmont.  Thousands  of  others  passed  a  whole  week 
in  the  woods,  living  only  on  potatoes  which  they  gathered  in  the  fields.  During  the  27th,  28th  and  igth  .August,  Louvain 
remained  denuded  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  Germans  seized  the  occasion  to  pillage  systematically  house  after  house, 
everything  in  fact  which  had  not  been  burned,  so  that  the  families  which  subsequently  returned,  if  their  dwellings  were  still 
standing,  found  nothing  but  the  walls. 

"  What  the  Germans  have  done  at  Louvain,  and  in  the  whole  of  Belgium,  is  indescribable.  A  narrative  of  these  events 
would  fill  volumes.  As  for  myself,  since  God  has  saved  my  life,  I  am  pleased  to  have  been  able  to  be  in  a  position  to  see 
and  verify  all  those  iniquitous  doings  which  cover  with  opprobrium  German  militarism,  of  which  many  other  foreigners 
have  been  witnesses,  if  indeed  they  have  not  been  the  victims,  and  amongst  them  South  Americans,  Uruguayans,  Brazilians, 
Colombians,  &c.,  who  are  able  to  testify,  like  myself,  to  the  truth. 

"  MANUEL  GAMARRA, 

"  Paraguayan  Priest,  student  at  Louvain." 

Letter  addressed  to  the  Belgian  Minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  published  in  the  Courier  dc  la  PUila  and 
the  Argentina  of  the  4th  March,  1915. 


F 
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DIOCtSE  DE  UtGE. 


L**bb*  0  Chabot.  c 
L  abbe  J.  DossocNE. 
L'»bbc  F  Janssen.  CI 
L  abbe  R  Labeye.  c. 


dc  Pbret 
■  de  Hockiy 
de  Hcure-le-Romi 
de  Bicgny 


L«bb«  B.  Rensonnet.  vicaire  d'Oine. 
L'abbe  £.  Tielxn.  cure  de  Htccourt. 

DIOC^E  PE  MAUNES. 

L'abbi  R.  CaRETTC.  proie»eur  au  ColUge  Saint-Pierre  t 
Louva.n 

L'abbe  H.  De  Clerk,  cure  de  Bueken.  pri*  de  Louvain. 
L  abbi  P   Dehcent.  cure  de  Celrode. 
L'abbe  J    CoRlS.  cute  de  Aut^arden 
L'abbe  E  LombaERTS.  cure  dc  Bovcnioo.  pr^s  de  Louvain 
L'abbe  Van  BlaDEL.  cure  de  Herent.  pi*i  de  Louvam 
Le  R   P   DupIErBEUX.  itsuile  de  Louvain 
Le  R    P   ViNCTNT  SOMBBOEK.  conventuel.  de  L^uvain 
Le  R    P    Van  HolmEN.  capucm.  de  Louvam 
Le  R  Chanoine-Primontre  J   Woirrais.  cure  de  Pont- 
BruU 

Le  Frire  ALLAR[>-(dans  le  monde   F  Forger),  religieui 

losiphite  de  Louvam. 
Le  Frcre  StiASTitN  (dani  le  monde  Mr.  Straalman).  rcli- 

gieux  losephite  de  Louvam 
Le  Frirc  CA^^DIDE  (dan>  If  monde  Mr  Pivci).  derf  tire. 

dc  U  Miairicorde  de  BIsuwput.  pri*  de  Louvam 

D10C£SE  DE  TOURNAL 

L'abbi  £.  Druct.  cur«  d'Acot 
L'abbe  J.  POLUUT.  cure  de  RoaeKea. 


t 


Le  College  dei  Prooistun  de  Sainl-JiiUen- 
des-Belges  a  I'bonncur  de  vous  inviter  au 
seruice  religieux  qu'il  fera  ceUbrer  le  Ken- 
dredi  22  Janoier,  d  /  /  beures,  pour  le  repoi 
de  I'ame  de^  Prilrei  et  Religieux,  mis  a 
morl  par  les  troupes  allerrtandes  au  cours  de 
r invasion  de  la  Belgique. 

Vous  en  Irouverez  ci-ccntre  une  premiere 
liste. 

A  cause  de  I'exiguiie  de  I'EgUse  Nalionate. 
le  service  religieux  aura  lieu  dans  /'EcLlSE 
DES  STICMATES.  a  I'angle  de  la  Via  del 
Ceslari  et  du  Corso  V iltorio  Emanuele. 

Lt  PRtSIOEWT 

BARON  D'ERP.  M.niiliedcBclgique  piii  Ic  Stml-Si^< 

Le  Secretaciie 
C.  DE  T'SERCU^ES.  Prisident  du  G>lltft  Belfe 

M  VAES.  Rtcleur  de  Stml-Julien-de.-Belf'> 

OSCAR  BOLLE, 

C  KURTH.  Direcltuf  dt  l  lnilitul  hulocqut  Beljt 
A.  POTTIER.  Ch.no.ne  dc  Si.nte-M.r.e-M.ieu.c 


DIOCtSE  DE  NAMUR. 

L  •bit  )   Alexwdbe.  cur*  de  Musiy-U-Ville 
L  abbe  A    AM6P0ISE.  cure  d'Onhiye 
L  abbe  BiLAUDE.  aumon.er  del  lourds-iTiucti  i  Boute 
L  abbe  BuRMAUX.    profesKur   lu    College  Saint-Loui* 
i  Namur 

L  abbe  Doco.  profesleur  au  Collife  de  Virion. 
L  abbe  C  Caspaii.  profeiieur  au  College  de  Belle-Vue 
k  Dinani 

L  abb*  J   Georges,  cur*  de  T.nti?ny 

L  abbe  P  CiLLl.  docleur  en  Theologie  de  rUniKrait* 

Cregoncnne,  vicaire  de  Couvm 
L  abbe  CloL'DEN,  cure  de  Latour 
L  abbe  Hottlet,  cur*  de  Le>  Alloua 
L  abbe  J    LaISSE.  cure  de  Spontin 
Labbe  Mabichal.  seminar.ite   de  Maiasen 
Labbe  Pat»ot.    .ica.re  de  Deur> 
L  al)be  PlEHET    .ica.re  dXralle 
L  .libe  PlEBRABC.  cure  de  Cbalillon 
L  al.be  PlRET.  cure  d'Anlhee 
L  al.be  POSKIN.  cure  de  Sunce 
L  al.be  E   ScMI.OCEL.  cure  de  Hajl.ercj 
L  abbe  Zendeb.  cure  retratle 

L   R    P   GiLUET   benedicun  de  Tabbaye  de  MarediOul 
Le  Cbanoine  NtCOLAS.  dc  i'abbaye  del  Prcmontrci  dc 
UAe 


Le  College  de!  Pre 


i  I'i 


recommande  egalemcnt  i  ' 


charitable! 

di  Monsieur  N  PoNTHltEE  el  de  Monsiei 

proleneurs  b  I'Universitc  Catholiqu 

fuaillei  par  ici  Iroupea  allemandei. 


r  V.  Lenerti. 
de  Louviin. 


A  considerable  number  of  priests  and  Catholic  monks  were  killed  by  the 
Germans  in  Belgium.  The  Committee  of  Enquiry  is  not  yet  in  possession  of  a 
complete  list,  but  will  publish  it  as  soon  as  it  has  been  possible  to  draw  it  up. 
Above  in  facsimile  is  the  invitation  to  the  religious  service  celebrated  at  Rome, 
on  22nd  January,  on  behalf  of  the  priests  and  monks  put  to  death  by  the 
German  troops.   An  initial  list  of  victims  is  affixed  to  this  invitation    .    ,  . 


(   83  ) 

THE   LIFE    OF   INDIVIDUALS:    PRIESTS  PUT   TO  DEATH. 


^'Hundreds  of  innocent  men  were  shot.  I  possess  no  complete  necrology;  but  I  know  that  there 
were  ninety-one  shot  at  Aerschot,  and  that  there,  under  pain  of  death,  their  fellow  citizens  were 
compelled  to  ditj  their  graves.  In  the  Louvain  group  of  communes  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
persons,  men  and  women,  old  men  and  sucklings,  rich  and  poor,  in  health  and  in  sickness,  were  shot  or 
burnt. 

"Ill  my  diocese  alone  I  knoK<  that  Ihirteen  priests  or  religions  were  put  to  death,  (i)  One  of  these,  the 
parish  priest  of  Gelrode,  suffered,  I  believe,  a  veritable  martyrdom.  I  made  a  pilgrimage  to  his  grave, 
and,  amid  the  little  Hock  which  so  lately  he  had  been  feeding  with  the  zeal  of  an  apostle,  there  did  1 
pray  to  him  that  from  the  height  of  Heaven  he  w^ould  guard  his  parish,  his  diocese,  his  country. 

"  We  can  neither  number  our  dead  nor  compute  the  measure  of  our  ruins.  And  what  would  it  be 
if  we  turned  our  sad  steps  towards  Liege,  Namur,  Audenne,  Dinant,  Tamines,  Charleroi,  and 
elsewhere  ? 

"  Their  brothers  in  religion  or  in  the  priesthood  will  wish  to  know  their  names.  Here  they 
are  :  Dnpierreux.  of  the  Society  of  Jesus  ;  Brothers  Sebastian  and  AUard  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
Josephites  ;  Brother  Candide  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Brothers  of  Mercy  ;  Father  Maximin,  Capuchin, 
and  Father  Vincent,  Conventual  ;  Lonibaerts,  parish  priest  at  Boven-Loo  ;  Goris,  parish  priest  at 
Autgaerden  ;  Carette,  professor  at  the  Episcopal  college  of  Lovvain  ;  Dc  Clerck,pd.vish  priest  atBueken  ; 
Dergent,  parish  priest  at  Gelrode  ;  Wouters  Jean,  parish  priest  at  Pont -Brule.  We  Have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  parish  priest  of  Herent,  Van  Bladel,  an  old  man  of  seventy-one.  was  also  killed  ;  until 
now,  however,  his  body  has  not  been  found. 

"  (2)  I  have  said  that  thirteen  ecclesiastics  had  been  shot  within  the  diocese  of  Malines.  There 
were,  to  my  own  actual  personal  knowledge,  more  than  thirty  in  the  dioceses  of  Namur,  Tonriiai,  and 
Liege :  Schlagel,  parish  priest  of  Hastiere  ;  Gille,  parish  priest  of  Couvin  ;  Pieret,  curate  at  Etalle  ; 
Alexandre,  curate  at  Mussy-la-Ville  ;  Marechal,  seminarist  at  Maissin  ;  the  Reverend  Father  Gillet, 
Benedictine  of  Maredsous  ;  the  Reverend  Father  Nicolas,  Premonstratensian  of  the  Abbey  of  Leffe  ; 
two  Brothers  of  the  same  Abbey  ;  one  Brother  of  the  Congregation  of  Oblates  ;  Poskin,  parish  priest  of 
Surice  ;  Hotlet,  parish  priest  of  Les  Alloux  ;  Georges,  parish  priest  of  Tintigny  ;  Gloudcn,  parish  priest 
of  Latour  ;  Zenden,  retired  parish  priest  at  Latour  ;  Jacques,  a  priest  ;  Druct,  parish  priest  of  Acoz  ; 
Pollart,  parish  priest  of  Roselies  ;  Labevc,  parish  priest  of  Blegny-Trembleur  ;  Thielen,  parish  priest  of 
Haccourt  ;  Janssen,  parish  priest  of  Heure  le  Romain  ;  Chabot,  parish  priest  of  Foret  ;  Dossogne,  parish 
priest  of  Hockay  ;  Rcnsonnet,  curate  of  Olme  ;  Bilande,  chaplain  of  the  institute  of  deaf-mutes  at  Bouge  ; 
Docq,  a  priest,  and  others." 

Extract  from  the  Pastoral  Letter  of  Cardinal  Mercier  (Christmas,  1914). 

"  At  Christmas,  when  I  issued  my  Pastoral  Letter,  I  did  not  know  with  certainty  of  the  fate  of  the 
Cure  of  Herent ;  since  then  his  body  has  been  recovered  at  Louvain  and  identified. 

"  Further,  the  numbers  quoted  in  my  Pastoral  Letter  should  at  the  present  date  be  revised.  Thus, 
with  regard  to  Aerschot,  I  gave  the  number  of  victims  as  91.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  total  number  of 
inhabitants  of  Aerschot  whose  bodies  have  been  recovered  amounted,  some  days  ago,  to  143.  The 
moment,  however,  to  dwell  on  these  particulars  has  not  yet  arrived.  Their  recital  will  be  more  in 
place  at  the  enquiry  for  which  you  have  enabled  me  to  hope. 

"  I  shall,  indeed,  be  glad  to  see  full  light  thrown  on  the  incidents  to  which  I  have  felt  compelled 
to  call  attention  in  my  Pastoral  Letter  and  on  others  of  a  similar  nature. 

"  It  is  essential,  however,  that  the  results  of  the  enquiry  should  bear  the  seal  of  indisputable 
authority.  With  this  object  in  view  I  have  the  honour  to  propose  to  you.  Monsieur  le  Comte,  and, 
through  you,  to  the  German  authorities,  that  the  Committee  of  Enquiry  be  composed  equally  of 
German  delegates  and  Belgian  magistrates,  and  that  it  should  be  presided  over  by  the  representative 
of  a  neutral  Power.  I  am  happy  to  think  that  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
would  not  refuse  either  to  accept  the  position  of  Chairman  or  to  entrust  it  to  a  delegate  of  his  choice." 

Extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Cardinal  Mercier,  dated  24th  January,  191 5,  to  Colonel 
Comte  Wengersky,  District  Commander  at  Malines.  No  steps  appear  to  have  been 
taken  in  consequence  of  this  letter. 
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THE  INNOCENT  VICTIM  :  A  CHALLENGE  TO  THE 

CONQUEROR. 

The  Leg-end  of  the  "  Francs-tireurs." 

"We  assert,  with  all  the  inhabitants  of  our  villages,  without  exception,  and  with  the  whole  Belgian  population,  that  the 
story  of  the  Bcl/^iaii  fmiics-iirciirs  is  a  Ict^cnd,  an  iinriilioii,  </  calumny. 

"  It  is  evident  that  the  German  army  trod  the  Belgian  soil  and  carried  out  the  invasion  with  the  preconceived  idea  that  • 
it  would  meet  witli  bands  of  this  sort,  a  reminiscence  of  the  war  of  1870.    But  German  imagination  will  not  suffice  to  create 
that  which  does  not  exist. 

"  Tlicir  never  exisleil  a  siuiile  boily  o)  francs-tireurs  in  Belflium. 

"This  is  so  certain  that  we  have  no  hesitation  in  solemnly  challenging  the  German  authorities  to  prove  the  existence  of 
a  single  band  of  francs-tireurs  formed  either  before  or  after  the  invasion  of  the  territory. 

"  A'd  '  isolated  instance  '  even  is  l;noi;<n  of  civilians  haviuil  fired  upon  tiie  troops,  although  there  would  have  been  no  occasion 
for  surprise  if  any  individual  person  had  committed  an  excess.    In  several  of  our  villages  the  population  was  exterminated  ' 
because,  as  the  military  authorities  alleged,  a  major  had  been  killed  or  a  young  girl  had  attempted  to  kill  an  officer,  and  so 
forth.    .    .    .    '  In  no  case  has  an  alleged  culprit  been  discovered  and  designated  by  name.' 

"Let  them  not  think  that  they  can  alter  the  truth  by  means  of  those  general  and  stereotyped  assertions  which  were  made 
first  of  all  in  the  villages  on  the  passage  of  the  troops  and  which  subsequently  went  the  round  of  the  German  press  and  are 
now  paraded  in  a  form  of  German  literature  which  can  only  be  qualified  as  ignoble,  with  photographs  of  alleged  scenes  in 
which  francs-tireurs  have  taken  part. 

"  Va.cis  should  be  cited  and  proofs  given.  Where  is  a  village  or  a  house  from  which  a  Belgian  fired  on  soldiers  ?  What 
is  the  name  of  the  Belgian  civilian  who  was  caught  with  arms  in  his  hand  ?  Who  are  the  witnesses  heard  by  hundreds  and 
on  their  oath  ? 

Let  an  enquiry  be  organised  on  these  data,  such  as  been  so  often  proposed;  an  enquiry  conducted  by  Belgian  and 
German  delegates  and  presided  over  /)v  a  neutral  president. 

"A  one-sided  enquiry,  such  as  is  being  carried  on  at  the  present  moment  by  the  German  authorities,  has  no  authoritative 
value.  Its  results  must  be  rejected  in  advance.  It  does  not  contain  the  necessary  conditions  to  ensure  impartiality.  The 
depositions  it  contains  are  vitiated  by  intimidation  or  the  absence  of  freedom.  It  is  not  even  certain  that  these  depositions 
will  be  faithfully  registered,  the  witnesses  having  to  sign  their  declarations  drawn  up  in  a  language  which  is  foreign  to  them. 

"The  Belgian  people,  confident  in  the  absolute  truth  and  justice  of  their  cause,  has  no  misgivings  whatever  as  to  the 
result  of  a  serious  enquiry.    Meanwhile,  they  are,  and  will  not  cease  to  proclaim  themselves,  innocent." 


The  reality  of  German  Atrocities. 

"  Let  us  however  accept  for  one  moment,  not  by  way  of  admission,  but  of  supposition,  this  hypothesis  of  a  legitimate 
repression  oi  francs-tireurs.  We  assert  that  it  will  be  made  clear,  by  the  examination  of  each  particular  instance  of  the 
destruction  of  a  village  and  the  extermination  of  the  civilians,  that  the  punishment  is  so  greatly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
alleged  crime  that  it  could  not  be  justified  by  any  kind  of  argument.  Such  are  the  events  that  happened  at  Andenne,  Tamines, 
Dinant,  Leffe,  Neffe,  Spontin,  Surice,  Elbe,  Tintigny,  Houdemont,  and  many  other  places,  events  so  abominable  that  they  will 
one  day  rouse  the  conscience  of  the  ivhole  world,  and  that  one  day  a  sense  of  justice  in  Germany  itself  will  stigmatise  them  in 
scathing  terms  when  she  has  a  true  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  has  recovered  her  equanimity. 

"  Further,  still  on  the  supposition  that  what  took  place,  in  certain  parts  at  least,  was  merely  the  repression  ot  francs-tireurs, 
what  civilised  mind  would  dare  to  justify,  on  behalf  of  soldiers,  the  following  acts  :  the  infliction  in  some  eases  of  bloivs  and 
tvouiids,  atrocities  of  all  kimls,  barbarities  and  sant^uinary  methods,  cruel  and  in  famous  treatment,  on  mere  hostages  or  prisoners  ; 
the  despatch  of  the  wounded,  the  -shooting  of  peaceful  and  unarmetl  civilians,  pillage  by  armed  men  to  an  extent  almost  in- 
credible, the  employment  of  priests,  young  people,  old  men,  ivomen  and  children  as  a  shield  against  the  bullets  and  shells  of  the 
enemy  ;  the  impulalion  to  the  civil  population  of  acts  of  war  for  which  Belgian  or  French  soldiers  were  legitimately  responsible,  and 
Ihe  severe  punishment  inflicted  on  the  population  in  consequence  thereof;  summary  executions  by  shooting,  xvithout  any  form  of 
enquiry  or  regular  sentence,  extermination  of  entiie  families  and  even  villages ;  incendiarism  in  more  than  200  villages  of  the 
two  provinces,  independently  of  the  destruction  caused  by  the  fighting  ;  moral  torture  inflicted  on  persons  af  iceak  constitution  and 
sometimes  upon  ivhole  populations.    Outrage  and  murders  ofwonnii,  voung  girls,  and  children  at  the  breast.    .  . 

"  Now  these  crimes  are  so  numerous  that  one  or  another  of  them  and  often  all  of  them  at  once,  have  been  committed  in 
hundreds  of  our  villages. 

"  An  impression  of  dismay  and  horror  provoked  by  these  barbarities  remains  with  those  of  our  population  who  have 
lived  through  these  terrible  events  and  have  suffered  on  account  of  them  in  a  way  which  it  is  impossible  to  describe.  It  is, 
they  say,  a  monstrous  tvar,  carried  on,  not  against  soldiers,  but  against  unarmed  civilians.  They  have  one  and  all  forgotten 
the  events,  horrible  as  they  are  in  themselves,  of  the  war  properly  so  called,  and  remember  only  the  sufferings  during  less 
than  a  week  by  an  entire  populatitjn  unarmed,  terror-stricken,  and  given  up  to  the  mercy  of  ferocious  soldiers.  It  has  been 
said  (but  can  it  be  true  ?)  that  the  number  of  civilians  killed  is  not  far  behind  that  of  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  battle.  It 
is  astonishing  indeed  that  there  have  not  been  still  more  victims,  and  we  cannot  but  admire  the  ingenuity  with  which  the 
inhabitants  of  such  localities  as  Dinant,  Tamines,  Spontin,  Houdemont  and  numerous  villages  lying  between  the  Sambre  and 
the  Meuse  escaped  to  the  full  extent  of  the  destruction  to  which  they  had  been  doomed. 

"  Millions  of  eye-witnesses  arc  ready  to  affirm  these  facts  upon  oath  as  soon  as  the  regular  committee  of  enquiry  shall 
have  been  appointed." 

Extracts  from  the  protest  addressed  to  the  German  authorities  by  His  Eminence  Monsignor  Heylen 
Bishop  of  Namur  (provinces  of  Namur  and  Luxembourg),  loth  April,  1915. 
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THE  CONFESSION  OF  THEORISTS,  OF  LEADERS 

AND  OF  SOLDIERS. 


"  A  war  energetically  carried  on  cannot  be  entirely  confined  to  acts  against  the  enemy  under  arms 
and  his  means  of  deience,  but  it  will  tend,  and  should  tend,  also  to  cause  the  destruction  of  his 
material  and  moral  resources.  No  consideration  can  be  given  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  such  as 
consideration  for  persons  or  property,  unless  they  are  in  accordance  with  the  nature  and  the  object  of 
the  war." 

Introduction  to  the  Kriegsgcbraucit  im  Laiidkricge,  a  manual  published  by 
the  German  General  Staff. 
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Geachte  Medeburgers, 

In  o\ ereenstciiiiiiiiiii  met  dc  liooj^oie  duitsclit' 
iiiilitaire  oveihedeii.  hvh  ik  de  ovv  1  opmeuw  aaii 
te  bovek'ii  I'  ti'  outlioudon  viui  alio  uitday-ende 
inanifestatieii  en  \  im  alle  \  ijandelijke  akten  welke 
onze  slad  aan  <;ru\velijke  weerwraak  zoudcn  bloot- 
•stelien. 

Gij  zult  u  vooral  oiitliouden  van  alle 
inisliaiulelin«^en  jej^ciis  de  duitsclie 
troepen  en  bij/onder  o\t  liun  te  scliieten. 

In  geval  de  inwoners  op  de  soldaten  vcn  tiet  duitsclie 
leger  zouden  scliieten,  zai  liet  derde  deel  der  mannelilke 
bevolking  door  de  wapens  omgeliraGlit  worden. 

//.•  Iirniiiicr  h  iIiiI  dc  rcrzaiiic/iiitfcii  ran  iiieer  titin 
I'ijf  pemoiieii  ten  sheiitf.slf  m-lioilcii  z'ljtt  en  dut  de 
personfii  die  <nni  dll  rerhod  zoudcn  te  kort  b/ijcen, 
onmiddellijk  znllcn  tunifjelioiiden  mrdeit. 


Hasselt,  den  IT  Au<;ustiis  It)l4. 

Dc  l!iir:r('iiieester, 

fr.RD.  I'ORTMANS. 


Chers  Concitoy^ns, 

D'aeeord  avee  I'autorite  niilitaire  superieure  aile- 
niandcj'ai  I'lionneur  de  \ ous  rccoinniander  a  nouveau 
de  vous  abstenir  de  toute  manifestation  provoeante 
et  de  tons  aetess  d'hostilite  (|ui  pourraient  attirer  a 
notre  ville  de  terribles  repre^saille^>. 

Vous  VOUS  abstiendrez  surtout  de 
sevices  eontre  les  troupes  alleniandes  et 
notaninient  de  tirer  sur  elles. 

Dans  le  cas  ou  des  habitants  tireraient  sur  des 
soldats  de  Farmee  allemande,  le  tiers  de  la  population 
mdle  sera  passe  par  les  armes. 

Je  roll's  rappef/e  que  leu  rasseinb/enients  de  plus  de 
ein<i  pernonnen  .soiit  strieteinenl  defendiin  et  que  les 
personnes  qui  contreriendraient  a  cette  defense,  seroiU 
arretes  seance  tenanle. 


Hasselt,  le  17  aoiit  1914. 

Lc  Bourgmeetre, 

Feud.  PORTMANS. 


Notice  posted  on  the  walls  of  the  town  of  Hasselt  by  order  of  the  German  military  authorities. 


Translation. 

"  Fellow  Citizens, 

"  I,  in  agreement  with  the  German  Higher  Military  Authorities,  have  the  honour  again  to  request 
you  to  abstain  from  any  provocative  manifestations,  and  from  all  hostile  acts  which  might  bring  terrible 
punishment  on  our  City. 

"  You  will  above  all  abstain  from  all  acts  of  cruelty  towards  the  German  troops,  and  particularly 
from  firing  on  them. 

"  In  the  case  of  civilians  sliooting  on  the  German  arniv,  a  third  of  tlie  male  population  will  be  shot. 
"  I  remind  you  that  the  assembling  of  more  than  five  persons  together  is  strictly  forbidden,  and 
that  those  who  break  this  rule  will  be  arrested  on  the  spot. 
"  Hasselt.  17th  August,  igxd. 

"FERD.  PORTMANS, 

"  Burgomaster." 
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THE  SYSTEM  OF  TERRORISM  AND  ITS  PRINCIPLES. 

"  Rutldcssly  to  employ  Ike  ncccssarv  means  of  defence  and  intimidalion  is  not  only  a  right  but  a  duty  for 
every  commander  of  an  army.'' 

Kriegsgebrancli  im  Landkreig,  a  manual  recommended  to  the  officers,  p.  115, 
published  in  1902. 

"  An  officer  will  realise  that  u.'at  necessarily  entails  a  certain  severity,  and  still  more  that  the  only  true 
humanity  resides  in  the  ruthless  employment  of  such  seventy." 

Kriegsgebrancli  im  Landkrieg,  p.  7. 

"  These  are  voluntary  and  deliberate  violations  of  the  rules  of  war,  but  they  were  only  a  result  of  trans- 
gressions already  comnnttcd  by  the  enemy.  They  therefore  appear  to  us,  in  spite  of  their  horror,  to  have  been 
forced  upon  us  and  to  be  in  conformity  ivith  international  law,  and  a  threat  against  further  transgressions."" 

Dr.  Karl  Strupp,  Das  Internationale  Laudsgriegsrechi,  p.  9,  published  in 
1914- 

"  The  whole  tozvn  is  guilty  of  the  acts  of  every  one  of  its  inhabitants." 

Dr.  Karl  Strupp,  Das  Internationale  Landsgriegsrecht,  p.  248. 

"  The  only  means  of  preventing  surprise  attacks  on  the  part  of  the  population  was  to  exhibit  pitiless 
severity  and  to  make  examples  which,  by  virtue  of  their  terrifying  character,  would  act  as  a  warning  to  the 
whole  country." 

German  official  message  communicated  by  wireless  telegraphy,  27th  August, 
1914. 

"  The  innocent  must  suffer  with  the  guilty  or,  if  the  latter  cannot  be  discovered,  the  innocent  must 
pay  the  penalty  for  t lie  guilty,  not  because  they  have  committed  a  crime,  but  to  prevent  the  commission 
of  crimes.  The  burning  of  a  village,  the  execution  of  hostages,  the  decimation  of  the  inhabitants  of 
a  commune,  who  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  advancing  troops,  are  less  acts  of  vengeance  than 
signs  of  warning  to  the  parts  of  the  territory  not  yet  occupied. 

"  And  it  is  beyond  doubt  that  t/ie  destruction  by  fife  of  Battice,  Herve,  Louvain  and  Dinant  has 
acted  as  a  warning  signal.  The  devastations  and  the  rivers  of  blood  which  flowed  during  the  first  days 
of  the  war  in  Belgium  saved  the  great  Belgian  towns  from  the  temptation  to  attack  the  weak  armies 
of  occupation  which  we  had  to  leave  there.  Is  there  anybody  in  the  world  who  would  imagine  that 
the  capital  of  Belgium  would  have  tolerated  us,  we  who  live  to-day  at  Brussels  as  if  it  were  in  our 
own  country,  had  the  population  not  trembled,  and  were  they  not  still  trembling,  before  our  vengeance." 

Extract  from  an  article  in  the  Kolnische  Zeitung  of  loth  February,  1915,  signed 
by  Walter  Bloem. 

"  Experience  has  shown  that  a  contribution  in  money  produces  the  greatest  effect  on  a  civil 
population." 

Kriegsgebrancli  im  Landskriege. 


(  ) 


Abteilung  lib.  Irn.  N.  150. 


LE  22  AOUT  1914. 


DE  LA 


1 

■ 


u  ii 


inn 


Les  habitants  de  la  ville  d  Andenne.  apr6s 
avoir  protests  de  leurs  intentions  pacifiques. 
ont  fait  une  surprise  traitre  sur  nos  troupes. 
Cest  avec  mon  consentement  que  le  General 
en  chef  a  fait  bruler  toute  la  localite  et  que 
cent  personnes  environ  ont  ete  fusillees. 

Je  porte  ce  fait  ^  la  connaissance  de  la  Ville 
de  Li6ge  pour  que  les  Li6geois  se  representent 
le  sort  dont  ils  sont  menaces,  sils  prenaient 
pareille  attitude. 

Ensuite.  il  a  ete  trouve  dans  un  magasin 
d  amies  ^  Huy  des  projectiles  «  diim-dum  »  dans 
le  genre  du  specimen  joint  ^  la  presente  lettre. 
Au  cas  que  cela  arrivat.  on  demandera  rigou- 
reusement  compte  chaque  fois  des  personnes 
en  question. 

Le  General-Commandant  en  chef, 
s  von  BULOW 


Translation. 

Armee-Oberkommando.     22nd  August,  1914. 

TO   THE   COMMUNAL  AUTHORITIES 
TO  THE  TOWN  OF  LIEGE. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Andenne, 
after  having  protested  their  peaceful  inten- 
tions, made  a  treacherous  surprise  attack  on 
our  troops. 

It  was  with  my  consent  that  the  General 
had  the  whole  place  burnt  down,  and  about 
100  people  shot. 

I  bring  this  fact  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
town  of  Liege,  so  that  its  inhabitants  may- 
know  the  fate  with  which  they  are  threatened, 
if  they  take  up  a  similar  attitude. 

Dum-dum  projectiles  were  subsequently 
found  in  a  gun-smith's  shop  at  Huy,  of  a  kind 
of  which  I  send  you  a  specimen  in  the  present 
document.  If  this  happens  it  will  be  necessary 
to  call  the  persons  in  question  to  account. 

The  General  Commanding-in-Chief, 
VON  BULOW. 


Notice  posted  on  the  walls  of  Liige  on  the  24th  August. 
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WHOLESALE  REPRESSION:  ITS  FORMULAS. 

"  A  tine  of  600,000  marks  in  consequence  of  an  attempt  made  by  ...  to  assassinate  a  German 
soldier,  is  imposed  on  the  town  of  O.       by  order  of    .    .  . 

"  Efforts  have  been  made,  without  result,  to  obtain  the  withdrawal  or  reduction  of  the  tine. 

"The  term  lixed  for  payment  expires  to-morrow,  Saturday,  the  17th  December,  at  noon. 

"  Bank  notes,  cash,  or  silver  plate  will  be  accepted." 


"  The  German  authorities,  having  exacted  a  war  contribution  of  2  millions  of  francs  from  the  town 
of  M  .  .  .  on  account  of  the  inhabitants  having  fired  on  the  troops  at  the  time  of  their  entry  into 
the  town,  and  the  municipality  having  stated  that  it  does  not  possess  the  necessary  funds  and  cannot 
raise  them  among  the  inhabitants,  the  German  authorities  require  a  settlement  in  bills  of  exchange." 


"  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  7th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  bring  to 
my  notice  the  great  difficulty  which  you  expect  to  meet  in  levying  the  contributions  ...  I  can  but 
regret  the  explanations  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  give  me  on  this  subject ;  the  order  in 
question  which  emanates  from  my  Government  is  so  clear  and  precise,  and  the  instructions  which  I 
have  received  in  the  matter  are  so  categorical  that  if  the  sum  due  by  the  town  of  R.  is  not  paid  the  town 
will  be  BUKXED  down  without  pity.'' 


On  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  Bridge  of  F. — /  order  :  The  district  will  pay  a  special  contribution 
of  10  million  francs  by  ivay  of  amends.  This  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  who  are  informed  that  the 
method  of  assessment  ivill  be  notified  later  and  that  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  will  be  enforced  with  the 
utmost  severity.  The  village  of  F.  will  be  immediately  destroyed  by  fire,  with  the  exception  of  certain  buildings 
occupied  for  the  use  of  the  troops ^ 

Extracts  from  VIntcrprete  militairc  zum  gebrauch  in  Feineesland  (for  use  in  the 
enemy's  country).  Manual  edited  at  Berlin  in  1906.  "  It  contains,"  says  the 
introduction,  "  the  French  text  (if  the  greater  part  of  the  documents,  letters, 
proclamations  and  certain  orders  of  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  use  in 
time  of  war." 
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BERKHT 

Krii  (Hiiliin>iril»iiii.i.il  wi  Mi  liikliiju'i  iii:!' 

V(M'|«li  lir.  ll  (li-ll         OrlnlMI    I'.tH.  ili' 

\itl};riHl<'  xoimk'M  M  iiilp's|iioK(  ii 

I   Ti-t'i  n  ii™   jf.-ni  dc  Ryckere  n        (h  .  JiH'.  l.ik 

uil.4<fi'iirri  /iiiiiT  fMtlM-iiiin;  .1-11  .If.'-  Ill  V  I<  hiiilw(i.->.witi.  iil 

.i;iiit-.  i3llni  I.  v-.i  .n|«illiL-.  li.t,..Mi.-li|l.-  uuiiiK-ii  III 

l».  f  v'.  \.illi-n  l.MV'  t.r.i.  lit  riK-l  gi  iiir.  ii  rtt-v  \,i(i  ,ui<l.-i.-it 
<ilii  III  >■!  II  pni  nl  •!«■  irtil*<i.tp)'in«  *  -Hi  "■'"'i  >  ;ill;:i  IH'  n  i>*  ll.iH  rli 
.fn  IhiilyJir  <->l>li»l  aHnci'i.illrii  ic  l»lilfn 

vijr  jaar  gevaof^  . 

W^l  T.vi-n  iVii  pi.liiit-.i(ii'ni  Segbers.  •tn  in  Imh  •eilelijl 
iW.-  l.  in  ii  /i|ii' t  iMtlwniiiit  it-n  np-nl  v*n  .I.-  Ihiil- h.-  .-vcrtM-i'l 
jjHirn.illi  II  Ir  iB-IJn'ii.  \...r  >n|»illi«<'  li.  lMiii.Hi|kr  x.mili  ii  aiifi 
ilii-ii  lhtii-.4  li.  li  .->i;riii  «-n  iwii onl-oiapiMnii  son  i*en  iifvamifm- 
i.r^lMil  I.  ulk-  lie  inlMvlim.  ii  fvii  rnkfl  fnl  uiliia- 

kfndf ) 

drie  jiar  g'viag 

\ie  vonnis,-i?ii  zijti  deti  .IPOctoSier  191/ 
Gi'iicni;!!  VrijiMN  r  >on  ilvr OjJii. 

*oo^  d*n  »l>^U^  rti*'*T»l  »*^if  htrtra  pwlilirtf.M:!  d"'  ll>ftf;-. 
lt-y<^  ii-iM;n  ditlM  Itm  nilOaat  tui  r«»  lBB;>'v<>^<t*-  Lrta^Jiiitt  »L( 

/?p  (ittiireiTiPur  t\iti  Bni.txel, 
VHjSaeez*  von  Liittnritz, 


[7"rans/a/io«.] 
NOTICE. 
A  court-martial,  legally  convoked, 
nounced,  on  the  28th  October,  19 14, 
following  sentences  : — 

(1)  On  policeman  de  Ryckere, 
having  assaulted  in  the  lawful  exercise 
his  duties  a  regularly  appointed  agent, 
the  German  authorities,  and  for  causi 
him  bodily  injury  on  two  occasions  w 
the  aid  of  other  persons,  and  for  ha^ 
brought  about  the  escape  of  a  prisM 
on  one  occasion,  and  for  having  assauH 
a  German  soldier, 

5  years'  imprisonment 

(2)  On  policeman  Seghers,  for  havS 
assaulted  in  the  lawful  execution  of  I 
duties  a  regularly  appointed  agent  of  t 
German  authorities,  and  for  causi 
bodily  harm  to  this  same  German  agi 
and  for  having  brought  about  the  esc 
of  the  prisoner,  all  these  chaiges  form 
a  single  offence. 

3  years'  imprisonment 

The  sentences  were  confirmed  on  ; 
October.  1914,  by  the  Governor  Gene 
Baron  Von  der  Goltz. 

The  town  of  Brussels,  not  including 
suburbs,  is  ordered  on  account  of 
crime  committed  by  one  of  its  policeiii 
de  Ryckere,  committed  on  a  Gen, 
soldier,  to  pay  an  additional  contribut 
of  5,000,000  francs. 

Brussels,  ist  November,  1914. 

TIic  Governor  of  Brussels, 

Baron  VON  LUTTWIT 


V»ll  rinrm  2K.  OklitlNT  d,  J,  |;cscl/- 
iii;i><>lK  /iis.'iiiiiiii'ii);('li'oliiirn  ilriilsclirn' 
|VI(lk(  ii'^'>^'cr  irlii  sliiil  liolr.-ill  VMirilcii : 

t   M.  I  .Iniliwli.      liiil/iii.iii  dp  RycUere  »i-i;.-li  t;illi.  Iirii 

\i.tiifl'  I.',  t'.-ii  I.  II.  r.  .  l.li  -.1  \i,vi'.).tii,v'  M-ii,..^  V  ^  Im- 

liii.lli.  Ii.  I.  .1.  .11..  h.  h  ll.'.ii   n.  |i.i.  p'iiH'ili..li..llll.  I..  I  K..r 

l-'i.  I'.iiiv   -  II.':  II  III  lu.  i  l.-ill.  II.  ».r.'l  I.iii-.'ii.'ii 

iH'Ir.niiiu  II.  .-iii.  iii  )  tik  .iii.J  Hi'^-.-ii  Ijtlli.  It.'ii  \ii|.ri(l.  yi  ci'li 
r  II  .1  Iii-ii  S..I.I..I.  II 

mil  ft  Jahren  Gpfangnis 

i    Ik.  I  Ik-lj;!..  I..  N.I.11I/  I.  Kewh'  rs  «..v<'i  •.llin  li.  ri  \ii 

^tnlTn  tin.  li   i^-.  I  i>Mt-.  I    \itNiil..ii,^.   ..-in.,.  \ml.> 

rH-1in.llM-lt.-ft  .l.-iil.4  ri.'iil;.-  .i..1.-i.  Mi  ;:.'it  t--  III..  t...l1li.  K..r 

iw-ni-rl.-lf..ii^- .I.-...  II- I.  til.. I  tttt;i  ti  4.t-l.tti,...<n.-litN'lit-itiit}..  ,,.11.^ 
U-t{,iii|fi-ii  III  .  III.  t  11  iit.lliiii::t 

mit  3  Jabn-n  l^efangnta 

Ditsl  rli-ll  i>l  OklolH  i- il.  i.  toiii 

Ilrrrii  (ifiicnil-l.oiiM'ciii'iir  t'l'cilicn'ii 
<!<-i°  (ioli/  t'lK  Aiisliiitili;{('r:)  (•<-i'irlii>|iri°i'ii 
lK>.l;'ilif;l  \Mii-tlril. 

U-r  ^l.t.ll  Hr.t...  l  t.lrtit-  \ ..iNr,-tilt«.  Ktirtli-  uti,'fn  th^v  ttillit-li.'ii 

^iiKnn.  tilt.-.  Si  l.iii/ii  It.-.  .If  llsrltcrt-  i:.'p-it  ftnt'i»  tlt'iilsi-lit'it 

Nitltl.ili'ii  t-       s|i7tll...itlrilitilittii  t..it 

5  Milhoneo  Frca. 

alrft-ritvi 

Brawl.  £ai  I  'QoTCai:^*  lOU. 

Di-rliiiiiri'i  iiviir  mti  [ti  fisxvl, 
Freiberr  von  Liittwits, 


Viiii.S  S'(ili-Hili(  r  .ilinitl.  1. 1  .ml  .In  Minkf 
l.inriijii|.\iiliijk  ilir  KiMMli.iliiir  nml  l.-li-;;r.i- 
lilicnliiiic  /ri-siitii  \MHilcn.  Il.ir.iiiniiii  «imiI  tin- 

;;rll-IMMll'll  7«l  i  Ollscl|;lfli  11  ;il||  "t(l  S|  |t  i  lillii-l 
(lliil;;rlls  /111  lli't'lli'llM'li;ill  -i-/ti;.  ii  iiinl  l.rlM-lii 

^I'liitiiinii'ii  wiiiiii  ii 

lll7,Mltllllll  Hi-nlfli  vli-K  ill,  il,  111  l.il.il  !  li.itlist 

HflA^Ii  lli'll  (ll  l»<  li;ifli'lt    -   iiiiltt'kiiin  rl    tt|i  ilii-- 

<<rllii'ii  ilt'i  lli'iliiillt-  xi'liiiltli-^  sill. I  ttili'i'  nil  hi 

I  :ii  Ii-ii  IiIil:  lirslr;iH  Hi  iili  ii  /ii  ilii-si-iii  /\\i-i  k 

siliil  iii:illi'ii  ili'ii{i  uip'ii  iiil.t  IliIIi  II  wi  lt  lit'  ii.ilii- 

llfll    Ilishi  T    M'l  lult  ll    \llsi  hl.i-t-  tti'.ll'tlllli'll 

H-iliiiliiiii'ii  lii'ut'ii.  (.t'lvi'lii  lt'~l::i'iiii|iiiiii'ii  wtti  tli'M. 
wi'li'lir  Iti'i  ili-iii  );i-i-iii-.i,-ii  \t-isiitli   ii.ilii-  till 

lirll'i'n'i'lltli'll  IIiIm  li;ill  ll.iliii-    I  t'lt--i  .i|ili|.n.  ti  In. 

ri'lt'|ilitiiiliiiiiii  /II  /i-i-sittii-ii,  Mtliiii  n  .t  htt.Ni-ii 
WiTilrll 

I  ri'iii'i  -liiil  :i|||.  /iiHi  ll:iliiiM  liiii/  lii'vihiiirili'ii 
Trii|i|M'ii  .•iii;;r«irM'ii  witril..|i.  ji  ilf  >ii  li  ilnii 
ll:iliiil>tii  |  i  r.  Ii  lc;:r:i|ilii  ii-tiili  i  Irli  |ilittiili  iiiiiisni 
ill  M  Tiliii  li(i;;i  r  Wriv  iijln  i'ijili'  I't  isttn  /u 
ri'M'liii'ssni 

C.T==s:.  Csi  1  Zr-.-.n  Itli 

/Vr  l„ii,i„l  I  /.-,  I.,,.,, 

Kri'ilii'n  »on  hi  u  1/. 

6«ftrrairi.lilititinchitll 


AVIS 


I  II  IrilMiiinl  ilr  };iiiTi-i'  l('i;;ilrniriil 
n»[|\iM|iii-n  |H'i»tioiit'i'.  Ir  ^iH  iK'iolirr  I'.Mi. 
Irs  ('oiMLiiiin;ilioiis  siii\:iiil<s : 

I  ( ..iitif  i.iffiir  )...it.T  de  Ryckpre|"Hu  .nmr  adiKTiii- 
il.iii*  li-v.-r.i.  I  ■!•          l..n.  Iu'li'  III!  .i((frtl  it.-ixt-^iljin'  ilr 

I.  nl.  .It.  ....11.1.    I-..M  l.-v  i(H.r.  ll.->   .nr.'  r  

.iH**^.-ii  .t.-.ik  i.iv.l  -Ti  .l...iln--  I         ..»..if  (.n-iin 

cioq  ans  de  prisoo: 

*  Itiiiittr  I  ifi  rii  .1.  |i..lir(  Seghers  i-xir  ,t\.Mr  ilan^ 

l.-v, I..  I.v  .l  .1.   1  ;»■.-.  i>l  til-  I  .iiil..rii. 

.-tll<-iit.ii..|.-    |.i.iM    I. rMF,H.i.-ll.-   »..l..iil;iri.-^  -).■  i-  l  3^.  n( 

:ill<  iii.ni<l.  .1  |H«ii  .i^'-ii  )<''"""'•'  1'^  <^"»i  '  (If-li  liii  iliKili-^  U-» 

iiirm  I  tihi  lilt  <)■<  M  u\  lull 

trois  ans  de  prisoo' 

l.c^  jn;j;rnn  nN  oiil  rlr  roiiHrmrs  lo 
.*>!  iMlohir  \\)M  \y,\Y  M.  \v  U\\\\\vv\w\\v 
(■riM  r.il.  H;iroii  uti)  ilri*  doll/^ 

(,i  villf  ill-  Itnn.  Hi-.,  sjii-  l.uiNitr;^.     Hi-  punic  [nior  Fal- 

i.'iii;ii    p.tr  Moit  .i<.><'iil  «lf  |n>:h-i-  ill-  nM-ken-  otnin-  1x1 

MiM.it  .illi-tii  Hill  'lipii  •inlKihiin  xttililkHiiirlit- 

cinq  milUo.Ta  dc  fraacs 

■rgraCcc.  Ls  3    ocnc=3fere  1014. 

iitmnTiictn'  fit'  iinf.rvffry. 
Baron  von  Lu^witz, 

OOatrwL 


AVIS 


11,111s  1,-1  sttin  r  till  -.'.'i  M-|ili'llllil'f.  I:l  ll;;lli'  illl 
t  liniiMi  lit'  In  fl  Ir  li  li':;i.i|ilif  niil   rlr  ilt'lniils 

sill   1.1  h-lH   I  in  t'Iljtilll-\ fill  \  I'k   \  I.I  siiilt- lit' i'i-|;i. 

I.',  ili'iix  III.  -ilili's  I  lit  I  S  mil  ,11.  It-  .",11  si'iiit-piilin-. 
til  iii,ii  Ml.  M  t'ti  1 1'liili'i' I  iiiii|iii'  t'l  mil  till  liM*i'r 
lit'.  III,,-,'. 

\  I  .iM  nil   It's  Ittt  iilili-s  li-s  |i|ns  1  .i|i{irii,  hi  t  s  ih' 

li'inliiiil   If  |i.iit'ils  I. Ills  sf  St, 111  |iMs,i-s      |it  11 

iiii|iiii  li'  t|ti  f  Ill's  t-ii  sttit-ni  .  >.iii|tlit  i-s  till  null 

sl-l  .llll    I  t's    s.llls    llllst-l  I,  ,11  ,1,-     V     I'I'Mf  lill.  llfs 

lll.t-l  .    ..Ill     flf    I'llllllfllfs     .It   s      IfS  Illt'lllill'S 

\  111. nil's  ih-s  Mtjfs. It'l  l  t-fs  lilt  11.11  I  t's     pill      ill-  |lll- 

it  ill.  .  .Ill  ii{iifs  |.|  .1  I.I  |iit  niii  lf  l.  iil.ilivf  ill' 
lit  II  iiii  i-  ili-s  Mtit's  .It-  I  hi-niin  lit'  11  1 .  tli-s  luiit-s 
till  If  Ii  ::i  .i|ilii  In  lfli'|il  '  lis  SI  rmii  iiiiiin-- 

lll.llflllflll  jllsllli-s 

III  iiiili'i.  Iiiiilfs  li  s  ii'mi|ifs  I  h.ir^ffs  ilf  1.1 
|iriiii't  I  Inn  til- \  nil's  If  I'l't'fs  mil   n-tii   I  tiiiti  t*  tif 
Insillt-i    Ittiilf  |M-i'siiiiiif  s  ,i|i|iritt  li  ml  tlf  Im  nti 
siis|ifi  It  -  ill's  xtijfs  ill' t  li.  nil  11.  .If  li'i'  nil  ill's  I ii: Ill's  ; 
lfli-ur-i{iliii|iif s  nil  If li'|ihiiiiii|iif s. 

Bruiollro.  It-  I    onobr.  19li. 

(.  („..„,,,„.,,  l.,'„...,Jte„  /(,/,,„,,(.* 

1;  linn  Ml>  HI  II  l.lll.l/.. 
reltlnuMcbnJ. 


I»ni  -J.")  N'|ilniil>i'i- is  ii|i  ilo  lljii  biM'njiiiil- 
\i'i'li'M-|.  ill'  s|ini)r«i'u-  en  lrlr;:r.i;inijn  MM  iiii'ld 
;;i'«  niilfii  |lii:irn|i  is  ilcii  Till-  S<'|il<-iiilii'i'  >  iiinr- 

m^l!-;  Mill  ill'  l\M'l'  ;;i'lllll'Il|.|l'  lllll  |M'II   ri'kl'lls(  |),1|l 

:;i'\/ li.iiiil  wniilrii  Tfl  lii'lilicii  /ij  cij/.cliirci! 
iiiiiiini  sii'lh'ii. 

In' Ini'kniiisl  /iilli'ii  ilir  i1nr|H'ii.  ilic  rio  |ilniils 
«-i.ti  /iilks  iji'lifiMilili'  iniiisl  ui'li'^fii  /ijii.  Iri! 
slii'n;;.li'  -f.lnill  unrtli  ii.  iinlii'kniiiiiiiTil  nl  r.i] 
III  nifl  iltiiir  liijsiiiiiil  si'linliliu /ijii.  Vnnr  iljl  iliip! 
/nih  il  III  -illf  /tilkf  ilni'|ii'ii  \M'lk('  ill  ill'  iiiiliijhi'hl 
lii;i;fii  \  .in  s|itiiti'\M'j;|ijin'ii  tlin  nl  ilniir  ^i.'iin.'i^li'ii 
/ijn  lii'ilri  i;;il  wiiiili  ii.  i;i|/i'l.ii'i'ii  Misl^ciiiiiiii'r 
\Mil'.li  II.  Wflkf  nlllniililfllljk  /llili'll  ilniiilp'sclinli-n 
«itiili  II  liij  ihr"! fisic  |iii;;iii;;  iiiiliij  l|i'l  lii'l ri'kkc- 
lijkr  tlni  |i  ^jjfini'wi'^- lrli';:r;iMf- III  Iclrrniiiilijiicn 

If  MTIItl'Ifll. 

Ni'iiliTs  hi'lilii'ii  .lilt'  Illl  Iii'M'liiiiisiiiu  v;ii; 
s|iiiiii  \\f  i:li{iii'ii  lii'slt'iiiilr  lriK'|ii'li  iiriliT  crkri'pi'il 
;  ifili  ii  n  |it  isnnii  titiiiil  (r  srliiclrii  ilic  n|i  mt- 
ilili  lllt    wij/f   ili'll    s|innl'«c^..  .ill'   ll'll'Cr.'l.ll-  III 
li'li'l.itiiilijiirii  imUi  r  kniiil. 

BnttKL  lieo  1  Oc1a^=T  IfiU- 

/I.  i..,..,.....>iir  lirur,ml  m  Krilli*. 

Nnilii  fl  \o>  liiH  (.OLTii. 

VelilisurvcbaU. 


\_Trauslation.'\ 

NOTICE. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  Septeml 
the  railway  and  the  telegraph  wires  v. 
destroyed  on  the  Lovenjoul-Verti 
line.  The  two  localities  above-mentii  n 
were,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  Si. 
tember,  called  to  account  for  this  ai 
were  compelled  to  deliver  hostages. 

In  future,  the  localities  situated  nean 
to  the  spot  where  such  offences  ta 
place,  whether  they  are  privy  thereto  • 
not,  will  be  most  severely  punished,  'i 
this  end  hostages  have  been  taken  fOj 
all  the  localities  adjoining  the  railwaj 
threatened  with  such  attacks,  who,  atl 
first  attempt  to  destroy  railway  lines  t 
the  telegraph  or  the  telephone  wire 
will  be  immediately  shot. 

F"urther,  all  Troops  guarding  railwa 
have  received  orders  to  shoot  any  per 
approaching  in  a  suspicious  manner 
railways  or  telegraph  or  telephone  wiri 

Brussels,  ist  October,  1914. 

Governor  General  of  Belgium, 

Baron  VON  DER  GOLT, 

Fieldmarshal. 


Notices  posted  at  Brussels  on  the  1st  October  and  1st  November,  1914. 
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REPRISALS  :    THE    APPLICATION    OF    PRINCIPLES  AND 
EMPLOYMENT   OF  "FORMULAS." 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  BELGIUM. 

"  It  has  happened  in  districts  at  present  occupied  b)-  more  or  less  strong  bodies  of  German  troops 
that  convoys  of  waggons  and  of  patrols  have  been  attacked  by  surprise  by  the  inhabitants. 

"  I  draw  the  attention  of  the  pubHc  to  the  fact  that  a  ' register '  is  kept  of  the  locahties,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  such  attacks  have  taken  place,  and  that  they  may  expect  their  punishment  as 
soon  as  the  German  troops  pass  near  them. 

"  Brussels,  25th  September,  1914. 

"  The  Governor-General  of  Belgium, 

"  BARON  VON  DER  GOLTZ, 

"  Fieldmarshal." 

Proclamation  posted  at  Brussels  on  the  25th  September,  1914. 

"On  22nd  August,  1914,  the  General  Commanding  the  2nd  Army,  General  von  Biilow,  imposed  on 
the  town  of  Wavre  a  war  levy  of  frs.  3,000,000  (;^i20,ooo),  payable  up  till  ist  September,  to  expiate  the 
heinous  conduct,  contrary  to  International  Law  and  the  Customs  of  War,  which  they  showed  in 
making  a  surprise  attack  on  the  German  troops. 

"  The  General  Commanding  the  2nd  Army  has  just  ordered  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  2nd  Army 
to  collect  without  delay  the  said  levy,  which  the  town  must  pay  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  its 
inhabitants. 

"  I  order  and  summon  you  to  hand  over  to  the  bearer  of  the  present  the  two  first  instalments, 
namely,  frs.  2,000,000  (;^8o,ooo)  in  gold. 

"  I  also  ask  that  a  letter,  duly  sealed  with  the  town  seal,  should  be  given  to  the  bearer,  declaring 
that  the  balance,  frs.  1,000,000  (jr40,ooo),  will  be  paid  without  default  on  the  ist  September. 

"  I  draw  the  town's  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  no  case  can  it  count  on  the  delay  being  prolonged, 
for  the  civil  population  of  the  town  has  put  itself  beyond  the  pale  of  the  International  Law  by  firing  on 
the  German  troops. 

"  The  Town  of  Wavre  will  be  set  on  fire  and  destroyed,  if  the  payment  is  not  made  ivhcn  due  without 
distinction  of  persons  ;  the  innocent  will  suffer  with  the  guilty." 

Letter  addressed  on  the  27th  August,  1914,  by  Lieutenant-General  von  Nieber  to 
the  Burgomaster  of  Wavre. 

"A  legally  constituted  court-martial  pronounced  the  following  sentences  on  28th  October  :  — 
"(i.)  The  police  constable  de  Ryckere  was  condemned,  for  having  attacked,  in  the  legal  exercise 
of  his  duties,  an  authorized  agent  of  the  German  authorities,  for  having  voluntarily  inflicted  bodily  hurt 
in  two  cases,  with  the  aid  of  other  persons,  for  having  procured  the  escape  of  a  prisoner  m  one  case, 
and  for  having  attacked  a  German  soldier,  to 

"5  years'  imprisonment. 

"  (2.)  Police  constable  Seghers  was  condemned  for  having  attacked,  in  the  legal  exercise  of  his 
duties,  an  authorized  agent  of  the  German  authorities,  for  voluntarily  inflicting  bodily  injury  on  this 
German  agent,  and  for  having  procui  ed  the  escape  of  a  prisoner  (all  these  offences  constituting  one 
charge),  to 

"  3  years'  imprisonment. 

"  The  sentences  were  confirmed  on  31st  October  by  the  Governor-General,  Baron  von  der  Goltz. 
"  The  town  of  Brussels,  not  including  its  suburbs,  has  been  punished  for  the  injury  done  by  its 
police  constable  de  Ryckere  to  a  German  soldier,  by  an  additional  fine  of 

"  5  million  francs. 

"  Brussels,  ist  November,  1914. 

"  The  Governor  of  Brussels, 

"  BARON  VON  LUTTWITZ, 

"General." 


) 


Commune  de  Grivegnee 


Monsieur  le  Major-CommandaDt  DIECKMANN,  du  Chateau  des  Bruyircs  me  pne  de  porter 
ce  qui  suit  A  la  connaissance  des  babita''ts 


Bataillon  DIECKMANN. 


CbMeau  des  Bruyeres,  le  6  Septembre  1014. 


A  la  prtsente  discussion  assistaiect  - 

le  Curt  FRYNS,  de  Bois-de-Breux ; 
le  Cure  FRANSSEN.  de  Beyne  . 
le  Cure  LEPROPRES,  de  Heusay  ; 
le  Curt  PAQUAY,  de  Gnvegnee , 
le  Bourgmestrc  DEJARDIN,  de  Beyne  , 
le  Bourgmestre  HODEIGE,  de  Grivcgnte ; 
le  Major  DIECKMANN: 
le  Lieutenant  d.  R  REIL. 

Par  M.  le  Major  DIECKMANN,  porte  ce  qui  suit  i  la  connaissance  des  personnalitts  prtscntes.: 


I) 

M 

a) 

M 

3) 

M 

4) 

M 

5) 

M 

6) 

M 

7) 

M 

8) 

toamaoea.  cxpl(Mi&.  ptAca  d'aiixLoea  qoi  acnt  csoore  ea  posscxDoj  du  atoreos, 
aerool  reiaisB  aji  CUtcso  Cja  Bnytia.  CcJol  cj^  ce  la  kia  pcj  csn  passii<le 
d:  U  peine  tie  mori  II  sen  fokUi  sax  pbce  oe  pf.i*  pni  Ici  :  r  •,  i,  £  moim 
qoH  proave  qa'U  o'cct  p::ia  fcuzti/. 

2  —  ToQi  la  Uibitma  cnsoos  cixrptei  ica  do  Bejre-Hca^j, 
CnTc^Dte,  BoL»-de-Sr^iix,  FltaMi,  derrcai  rauuei  c^a  etu  A  porta  dj  la  cboie 
do  {oai  (ea  ce  lotnaeDt,  t  paiXu  de  7  heojcB  da  ciJ  —  beniv  tJjeiiuade)  L« 
maisoDs  pr^isif^Qtea  csront  tdairta  aasa  loo^tempo  qiK  qoelq^'cs  y  ccn  sa/  piecJ 
L«  poitcs  d'entrte  aGont  (srmta.  Oloi  qol  ne  u  coulonnen  pas  i  09  pre- 
mpUons  t'^^xposcn  i  dca  penes  b^v^^^.  Toote  rtzlstaacc  qodccaqoe  coatre  ok 
ordna  «Qtrslijera  I3  more 

3  —  Le  Coeamaad.Tgt  ce  dnil  renonciScr  ccssm  diCcalti  I'm-  yf  risitcs 
docualiairea.  Oa  est  pnt,  cues  ■saimrtioa.  ^  moatm  tootea  Ics  picas  Id 
loaisos.  QiuCDOqac  %'j  oppataa  eera  aAriraDait  paoi 

4.  —  A  portir  da  7  lepCeiDbn.  1  0  hnrea  do  maLui,  je  perrcstteraj  I'ocaipa- 
bon  da  habltatunu  da  BvjiK^Hmaj.  Gn*e^ate.  Boixle-Breaz,  poi  les  pervEUkcs 
q<U  7  doccanKDl  prtesdcmmcot,  ausl  longtoopa  qD'xocoDc  d£feace  fonncUc  de 
tr*qccDLo  cea  hcax  n'ocn  tte  proDoacC:  ptxir  la  habitants  aurn^. 

5.  —  Poof  amr  U  ocrtitnde  qo'd  h  an  ainat  de  arte  pomUKioo.  1m 
Boorgacxtna  de  Q«jae-C^o(^y  et  de  Gilvuute  dovnint  dreaser  inuaMutMncitt  des' 
Lsteo  de  persofuafitto  qsi  •eroDi^vtsuMB;  P"  illtcmaoce  de  £4  beoTta,  cjjioe^ 
otagai  an  Fort  de  Fltron-  La  6  trpionhre  1914.  ponr  la  premiirc  (cia,  ds  6  hiora 
da  won  loaqo'^D  7  ^^epteanbre .  4  laldl. 

11  jr  »3  d«  U  nc  dc  oca  oeac<"  4  t:  qce  U  ptjpialalloa  de:  rr—.'-.anr^  prtattes 
w  beaoe  pkiifUe  ra  totita  artmufancn 

Pcadast  b  noit,  U  est  ■^vereaxm  dafcodo  dr  rrodaire  des  gi^ra  l-anuneui 
qoelcooqaea.  Li  circalaDon  da  TtloapMei  o'csa  ant-j^ic  <;oe  7  *t«res  do  loiUo 
1  5  beam  do  cdu  (bntre  -ii™*>rrir-t 

6.  -  jAdtegnsrai.  bora  des  liCa  q-u  om  Dcroot  ooomirs.  la  perKjonaliia  qa.. 
de  midi  d  an  jow  1  audi  de  I'astre  joai.  qoi  a  atjonnxa  coamic  otag^  Si  le 
ranpUwDent  oa  paa  lieo  en  tonp.  nob,  I'otoce  resle  de  ikkitkio  24  beora 
10  Fort  Apr«9  ca  noarelles  M  bcqrat,  rots;jo  eccoart  la  peioe  de  mort  ci 
tc  (cmpUccmcnt  o'est  pzs  iajt  ' 


Com 


e    -  )e 


I  la 


U 


de 


p3qcet3,  etc., 
aen  ptmie  i 

10.  —  CeJ=i  qal  a  cocLOZUiscca  q^e  da  qojinWf'^  fnpeneoro  1  100  lures  de 
pCtrole,  b±&£ine,  bnizsl  ct  d'actra  Uqaidea  xaklogna  m  troowol  i  <to  codroii 
*i&Xarmia€  da  Cofumcim  prtctttei  el  qoj  bc  I'a  pas  annooot  aa  Cocunaodani 
failiCam  qoj  y  ne;«e.  k>nqa'il  o'j  a  mcod  dovt:  nu  le  liea  et  la  qnantiU. 
eocoort  Iji  taon.   La  quiotittj        130  litres  oat  acolement  nates. 

It.  —  Cdcu  qui  D'obtemp£n  pea  ds  siite  rtjin irdcagpt  •  Icrcz  la  bras  • 
rend  CDcpable  de  la  peine  d=  Btozt- 

13  —  L'cDtree  da  ChAteaa  des  Cmytiea,  Bklaae  qac  celic  da  allta  du 
pair,  esl  interdite.  kkU  pclce  de  tnoft.  depois  le  crCptucalc  jasqo'd  I'aarorc 
{de  0  bcDtcs  da  axr  i  6  beara  da  matiii  —  bevre  allouDdet.  1  txjota  peTaoaoci 
qcJ  OS  sooi  pas  dea  soldaD  da  I'a 


IS.  -  Pendaot  it  jo 
pax  Ceotrte  Nord-Chii 


de  la  Caitle  oi  dfilcodo 


rCc  da    ChJjyia  da  Bniffera    o  est  pennis« 
I  ae  avovt  la  Garde,  ef  poor  aotant  de  per 
distnbaca.  Ttrat  raoemblemenl  a  prouiDilC 
dans  I'lDtArtt  de 


pcu  La  mmmnnifTifinn  de  laosacs  DonTcIlea  qoi  aeiajcnl 
morsJ  des  troapa  alleoiaoda.  de  attmt  oelai  qoi.  de 
o'liDporte  qoelle  maiu^n:.  cbescbc  i  prcndie  da  disposibons  concrc  I'aniite 
ollemasde,  ae  rend  nupeo  ct  cnconrt  le  ncjoc  d'tm  fo^uilt  ■Dr-le-<±::iBp 

tS.  —  Tacdls  qoe.  pai  les  dispociLcaa  ossruAcs.  la  habitaau  de  la  r«giofl 
de  (a  fortsreac  III  D  sool  meoaofts  de  peines  s««£ra  loraqollt  eDfrci^eni  ccs 
dispositioiu  d'aae  manitre  qaelconqoe.  ca  mteies  babitaata  pcnveot.  lorsqn'iU  it 
tEODlrrot  paisibla.  compter  sor  la  protecciao  U  plos  bieoTeillante  et  le  cecoun 
CO  loa'a  (xcasioos  lofsqo'OD  letu  £ait  on  pourail  levr  £ai'e  do  tort 

16  —  Lea  dcmandcs  de  remise  de  bfttaU  paof  UO  qoaniit^  d£tcrmio6r  « 
(onl  lODracUemcDl.  de  10  i  H  heores  amit  midi  at  da  t  A  3  henrcs  apr<»audi, 
20  Chiteao  da  BrajrCra,  aaprtt  de  la  OmmssloD  da  b«(ait 

17  -  Cdol  qoi.  SODS  I'e^de  de  Vitm^t  de  U  CooreaaoD  Soisae,  ooii 
oa  tnCmc  cbercbc  i  ooire  1  I'AjidAc  ailaozade  ci  est  dtarareit.   est  pcnd:) 

(9.)  DIEC^ANN, 

Haior-CotnmaDdsnt 


orila  qcu  ansilnil  dans  oia  dnxicaaiptlao,  pna- 
opaJemant  oeu  da  localitAs  de  Berne-Hcoay.  Rtroa.  Boi^e-8r«m«,  Gn«^*e.  ] 
itmoi^Deoi  de  \mu  titiimKx  co*«a  lea  oBtam  allemaods.  en  MaDt  Ictir  ctepeao 
00   en  portant  La  maio  i  la  ttta  comme    poo/    I-    xaJat  miljaire    Eo  caa  del 
doaic.  OD  dox  niam  tovt  oiilitaire  allemaiK)    CcJqi  qai  dc  ■'eaAcsle  paa 
•  attcadre  «  ct  qnc  la  ailitaira  alknianda  u  fammt  rcspecUi  par  tou  la  mojm  I 


Poor  cojrte  ooniortn*^ 


■  Ue  Boarctne*tre, 
Victor  HODBIGE. 


CrmcDee.  Ic  8  ScpCfiobre  tw- 


Order  of  Major  Dieckmann,  posted  on  the  walls  of  the  Commune  of  Grivegnee  (near  Li6ge)  on 

8th  September,  1914. 


(    93  ) 


HOSTAGES:  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE. 

"  The  system  of  hostages  has  become  rarer  in  contemporary  wars,  from  which  certain  professors 
of  international  law  have  erroneously  concluded  that  it  had  disappeared  from  the  rules  of  war  between 
civilised  nations.  .  .  .  We  must  reject  the  unfavourable  decisions  with  regard  to  the  employment 
of  this  method  of  war  by  the  German  army  in  isolated  cases  and  for  divers  reasons^ 

Kriegsgebrauch  im  Laiidkrieg,  p.  113. 

"4.  After  9  a.m.  on  the  7th  September,  I  will  permit  the  houses  in  Beyne-Heusay,  Grivegnee  and 
Bois-de  Breux  to  be  inhabited  by  the  persons  who  lived  in  them  formerly,  as  long  as  these  persons  are 
not  forbidden  to  frequent  these  localities  by  official  prohibition. 

"  5.  In  order  that  the  above-mentioned  permit  may  not  be  abused,  the  Burgomasters  of  Beyne-Heusay 
and  Grivegnee  must  immediately  prepare  list  of  persons  who  will  be  held  as  hostages  for  24  hours 
each  at  Fort  Fleron,  from  the  6th  September,  1914,  at  6  p.m.  till  the  7th  September  at  midday. 

"  The  life  of  these  hostages  depends  on  the  population  of  the  above-mentioned  Communes  remaining 
quiet  in  any  circumstances. 

"  During  the  night  it  is  severely  forbidden  to  show  any  luminous  signs.  Bicycles  are  only  permitted 
between  7  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  German  time. 

"  6.  From  the  list  which  is  submitted  to  me  /  ivill  designate  persons  who  shall  be  hostages  from 
midday  to  the  following  midday.  If  the  substitute  is  not  there  at  the  correct  time,  the  hostage  must 
remain  another  24  hours  at  the  fort.  After  these  24  hours  the  hostage  will  incur  the  penalty  of  death,  if  the 
substitute  has  not  presented  himself. 

"7.  Priests,  Burgomasters  and  Members  of  ihe  Administration  are  to  be  taken  first  as  hostages. 

"  8.  I  insist  that  all  civilians  who  move  about  in  my  district,  particularly  those  of  Beyne-Heusay, 
Fleron,  Bois-le-Breux  and  Grivegnee  show  their  respect  to  the  German  officers  by  taking  off  their  hats, 
or  lifting  their  hands  to  their  heads  in  militaiy  salute.  In  case  of  doubt,  every  German  soldier  must  be 
saluted.  Anyone  who  disregards  this  must  expect  the  military  to  make  themselves  respected  by  every 
means." 

Extract  from  an  order  of  Major  Dieckmann  reproduced  in  cxtenso  opposite. 

"  I.  The  Belgian  and  French  soldiers  must  be  delivered  as  prisoners  of  war  before  4  o'clock  in 
front  of  the  prison.    Citizens  who  do  not  obey  ivill  be  condemned  to  hard  labour  for  life  in  Germany. 

rigorous  inspection  of  houses  ivill  commence  at  4  o'clock.    Every  soldier  found  will  be  unmcdiatch' 

shot. 

"  2.  Arms,  powder  and  dvnamite  must  be  given  up  at  4  o'clock.    Penalty  :  being  shot. 

"  Citizens  who  know  of  a  store  of  the  above  must  inform  the  burgomaster,  under  pain  of  hard 
labour  for  life. 

"  3.  Every  street  will  be  occupied  by  a  German  guard,  who  will  take  ten  hostages  from  each  street, 
whom  they  will  keep  under  surveillance.    If  there  is  any  rising  in  the  street,  the  ten  hostages  will  be  shot. 

"4.  Doors  may  not  be  locked,  and  at  night  after  8  o'clock  there  must  be  lights  at  three  windows 
in  every  house. 

"  5.  It  is  forbidden  to  be  in  the  street  after  8  o'clock.    The  inhabitants  of  Namur  must  understand  , 
that  there  is  no  greater  and  more  horrible  crime  than  to  compromise  the  existence  of  the  town  and  the 
life  of  its  citizens  by  criminal  acts  against  the  German  army. 

"  The  Commander  of  the  Town. 

"VON  BULOW." 

"  Namur,  25th  August,  1914.    (Printed  by  Chantraine.)  " 

Proclamation  posted  at  Namur  on  25th  August,  19 14. 


(   94  ) 


Dieses  Haus  ist 
zu  Schiitzen 

Es  isl  sireng  verbolen,  ohne 
Genehmigung  der  Komman- 
dantur,  Haiiser  zii  betreden 
Oder  in  Brand  znselzen. 


'^V,^^      /7  /C-  Ai^.:. 


1.  "  Nicht  plundern  "  (not 
to  be  sacked),  an  inscription  in 
chalk  on  one  of  the  few  houses 
left  intact  at  Dinant. 

2.  Short  notice  posted  on  the 
door  of  certain  houses.  It  bears 
an  impression  of  the  stamp  of 
the  commander  of  Louvain. 
Printed  in  German  characters, 
these  proclamations  were  evi- 
dently prepared  before  the  war. 
They  are  stamped  with  the  seal 
of  the  commander  at  the  halting 
place  or  garrison.  Translation: 
It  is  forbidden  to  pillage  this 
house  or  to  set  it  on  fire  with- 
out the  authorisation  from  the 
Office  of  the  Commander. 


3.  Receipt  for  100,000  francs, 
value  of  stock  "found"  in  a 
garden  at  Nederzwalm  and  de- 
posited at  the  treasury  of  the 
15th  Reserve  Division  of  the 
German  army. 


(    95  ) 

DAILY  PILLAGE  AND  INCENDIARISM. 


"We  passed  the  Belgian  frontier  on  the  15th  August,  1914,  at  11.50  in  the  morning,  and  continued  our  march 
uninterruptedly  along  the  main  road  until  we  reached  the  interior  of  the  country.  We  had  scarcely  arrived  there  when  a 
horrible  sight  presented  itself  to  our  eyes.  The  houses  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  inhabitants  had  been 
driven  out  and  some  of  them  killed.  Not  one  in  a  hundred  houses  was  spared.  All  had  been  sacked  and  burnt.  We  had 
scarcely  passed  through  this  large  village  before  the  succeeding  one  had  been  burnt,  and  so  on  in  succession.    .    .  ." 

EITEL  ANDERS,  Soldier. 

"24th  August.  A  woman  told  us  that  the  owner  of  the  shop,  a  widow,  had  fled  yesterday  for  fear  of  the  English. 
Very  good,  Heinrich  and  I  proceeded  to  break  a  window  at  the  back.  We  entered  the  kitchen  and  there  found  a  round 
loaf.  "We  then  went  to  the  cellar,  whence  we  brought  out  five  bottles  of  wine  and  four  boitles  of  beer.  Then,  finding  all 
the  connecting  doors  closed  from  above,  we  burst  them  in  one  after  the  other.  By  this  means  we  reached  the  shop.  There 
we  found  practically  all  we  were  looking  for." 

HANS  GEOKG  HARWART,  Chasseur. 

"  7th  August,  1914.  8.30  on  Friday  we  received  the  news  that  the  English  had  disembarked  in  Belgium.  Afterwards 
everything  was  destroyed  and  we  continued  to  advance.    On  the  way  we  saw  many  people  who  had  been  hanged." 

WITTILER,  Hussar. 

"October  nth,  1014.  There  is  one  good  thing,  and  that  is  that  one  is  never  thirsty.  We  drink  five  or  six  bottles  of 
champagne  a  day,  and  for  underclothing  we  have  nothing  but  silk.  When  one  is  in  need  of  underclothing  one  has  simply 
to  go  inside  a  house  and  change.  Naturally,  most  of  the  time  there  is  nobody  in  the  houses.  When  there  are  any  people 
there  they  sav,  '  Monsieur,  there  is  nothing  left,'  but  for  us  the  vvord  '  nothing  '  does  not  exist.  These  poor  people  inspire 
pity.    But  war  is  war.    .    .  ." 

FRITZ  HOLLMANN,  Cavalryman. 

"  17th  August.  In  the  afternoon  my  eyes  fell  upon  a  little  chateau  belonging  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  King,  who 
was  absent.  Our  men  had  conducted  themselves  there  as  veritable  vandals.  They  had  ransacked  the  cellars  first,  and 
then  turned  their  attention  to  the  sleeping  rooms,  where  they  scattered  the  objects  all  over  the  place.  They  had  even  made 
vain  attempts  to  break  the  safe.  Everything  was  upside  down,  magnificent  tapestries,  silk  and  even  china  vases.  This  is 
what  happens  when  men  are  authorised  to  requisition  for  themselves.  I  am  sure  that  they  have  carried  off  a  number  of 
useless  objects  simply  for  the  pleasure  of  pillaging." 

An  Officer  of  the  178TH  Saxon  Regiment. 

"  .  .  .  As  for  us  men  of  Eisleben,  we  made  our  way  towards  the  village  with  our  guns  under  our  arms.  We  entered 
first  of  all  a  house  which  we  had  not  yet  set  on  fire.  There  we  found  all  we  wanted.  We  had  some  pigeons  roasted,  but 
with  very  great  caution  because  the  best  of  these  Belgians  poisoned  a  great  many  things  before  escaping.  Finally  we  made 
a  breakfast  worthy  of  a  Sunday.  Farther  on  a  targe  shop  fell  into  our  hands.  I  took  thence  three  day  shirts  of  very  fine 
work,  six  pairs  of  stockings,  a  packet  of  cigarettes,  matches,  drawers,  cigars,  wine,  beer,  in  short,  all  that  we  could  make 
use  of.  We  had  scarcely  left  before  the  shop  was  in  flames.  No  man  can  form  an  idea  of  all  this,  for  everything,  perhaps 
8,000  to  10,000  marks  worth  of  merchandise,  was  destroyed  by  fire." 

KARL  VOGELGESANG,  Saxon  Soldier. 

"  We  arrived  as  a  battalion  of  the  vanguard  at  Mellier.  Here  began  the  racket  of  war  in  its  true  sense.  Everything 
eatable,  eggs,  lard,  ham,  bread,  all  was  requisitioned  and  tlic  great  part  of  the  time  nothing  was  paid  for.  The  inhabitants 
were  so  terrified  that  they  did  not  dare  to  make  any  claims.  The  population  only  speaks  French,  our  soldiers  make 
themselves  understood  by  signs. 

"  Mellier  is  situated  on  the  main  road  which  leads  to  Brussels.  The  station  buildmg  was  opened  by  force.  (The  traffic 
had  ceased  already  for  thiee  weeks.)  In  this  building  was  installed  the  oftice  of  the  battalion  and  the  hostages  were  also 
lodged  there.  It  was  piteous  to  see  a  man  of  72  years  of  age  and  a  white-headed  priest  compelled  to  pass  the  whole  of  the 
night  in  this  place  without  any  kind  of  comfort  and  without  the  most  indispensable  nourishment.  The  gate  at  which  tickets 
were  taken  was  broken  to  pieces.  Pourquoif 

"Without  delay  the  roads  and  the  heights  Tthe  village  is  surrounded  by  hills  on  the  right  and  left)  were  secured  by 
advance  posts  of  non-commissioned  officers.  Cbstacles  were  placed  across  the  entrances  to  the  villages,  such  as  carriages 
turned  upside  down,  wooden  beams,  stones,  &c.  Beer  was  brought  in  cases  for  which  a  requisition  receipt  (which  was 
certainly  without  any  value)  was  given.  Unfortunately  one  has  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  bete  huinaine 
aroused  in  many  of  the  soldiers.  There  was  seen  good  cause  to  ask  if  the  '  kultur '  was  not  an  external  varnish.  Bands 
composed  of  ruffians  (Spitzbubeneteniente')  were  stealing  all  they  coidd  lay  hold  of,  ducks,  chickens,  &c.  Unfortunately  they 
were  frequently  encouraged  by  non-couimis-iioned  officers  who  were  either  badly  instructed  or  were  of  the  same  temperament 
as  the  soldiers.  They  ransacked  the  houses  like  savages,  in  search  of  arms,  without  making  any  distinction  of  social 
rank.    .    .  . 

"...  The  men  pillage  in  terrible  fashion  ;  everything  is  ransacked  in  the  houses  and  often  destroyed.  They 
strangle  and  then  roast  chickens,  ducks,  rabbits.  .  .  .  Small  objects  of  attire  share  the  same  lot.  All  rules  of  right  are 
abolished  and  we  are  greatly  injuring  our  reputation." 

A  Non-commissioned  Reserve  Officer. 


All  these  documents  are  reproduced  from  campaign  diaries  in  the  possession  of 
the  Belgian,  English  and  French  Military  authorities. 
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Continuation  of  the  Diary  of  Gaston  Klein 
(translation  opposite). 


A  page  of  the  Diary  of  a  soldier  cyclist  (unnamed) 
(translation  opposite). 
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LOUVAIN   AND  AERSCHOT. 

".  .  .  We  continued  our  march  towards  Louvain.  Here,  in  the  district  adjoining;  the  station, 
there  is  not  a  house  which  has  not  been  attacked  or  even  destroyed.  We  disembarked  from  the  train 
and  entered  the  town  which  was  in  Hames.  Never  have  I  seen  such  a  thing.  The  most  beautiful 
houses  of  the  principal  street  were  all  on  hre  and  the  sack  began,  consisting  principally  in  the  seizure 
of  the  wine,  and  you  should  have  seen  the  wav  this  was  done.  Everybodv  had  as  much  as  he  could 
carry.    At  night  we  slept  in  the  barracks  and  canied  off  all  we  could  possibly  make  use  of    .    .  . 

.  .  The  31st  August  we  entered  Aerschot  in  order  to  guard  the  station  .  .  .  and  the 
2nd  September  I  had  a  little  respite  of  which  I  made  use  to  visit  the  town.  No  one,  without  seeing 
it,  could  form  an  idea  of  the  condition  it  is  in.  Men  and  women,  and  perhaps  the  priests  also,  took 
refuge  in  the  churcli.  Leon  released  twenty  or  thirty  women  who  were  there,  but  the  men  were 
detained.  The  women  were  all  obliged  to  provide  themselves  with  tickets  in  order  to  pass  the  posts, 
and  all  my  life  I  shall  never  drink  niorc  ivine  than  I  drank  here    .    .  . 

"...  On  the  5th  we  again  made  a  march  of  50  kilometres  as  far  as  Diest  in  order  to  obtain 
provisions.  The  ist  company  received  the  remainder.  I  killed  three  men  and  wounded  four.  The 
6lh  September  mis  a  day  of  rest.  We  onlv  sent  300  Belgians  lo  Germany,  amongst  ivhoni  were  22  priests. 
It  iL'as  terrible  to  see  the  ivomen  and  children  bidding  them  farewell.  All  the  people  are  incited  by  the  priests 
who  have  preached  in  the  churches  llud  thcx  should  pre  upon  the  Germans  and  kill  them  in  order  thai  they  may 
cider  into  Heaven." 

Extracts  from  the  diary  of  a  soldier  cyclist  who  began  his  service  at  Burg  on  the 
15th  August. 


"  After  Roosbeek  we  began  to  have  an  idea  of  the  war  :  houses  burnt,  walls  pierced  by  bullets,  the 
face  of  the  tower  carried  away  by  shells,  &c.,  a  few  isolated  crosses  marked  the  graves  of  the  victims. 
We  arrived  at  Louvain,  which  was  a  veritable  military  ants'  nest.  The  battalion  of  the  Landstnrm  of 
Halle  arrived,  dragging  with  it  all  kinds  of  things,  especially  bottles  of  wine,  and  amongst  them  there 
were  many  who  were  drunk.  A  party  of  six  cyclists  were  going  round  the  town  looking  for  lodgings. 
It  presented  such  a  picture  of  devastation  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  imagine  anything  worse. 
Streets  were  blocked  by  burning  and  falling  houses  ;  only  a  few  remained  standing.  One  had  to  walk 
over  broken  glass  and  bits  of  burning  wood.  The  tram  and  telephone  wires  were  dragging  in  the 
streets  and  obstructing  them. 

"  The  stations,  which  were  still  standing,  were  filled  with  people  billeted  there.  On  returning  to 
the  station  nobody  knew  what  was  to  be  done.  At  iirst  a  few  troops  only  were  to  enter  the  town,  but 
at  that  time  the  battalion  tvas  draivn  up  in  close  array  ivilh  the  intention  of  breaking  into  the  first  houses  to 
carry  off  the  wine  and  anything  else  tinder  the  name  of'  requisition.^  They  assembled,  a  disordered  crowd, 
everybody  going  as  he  pleased.    Officers  went  on  in  froid  to  give  a  good  example. 

"  One  night  in  barracks  there  were  numbers  of  drunken  men  ;  that  was  enough. 

"  That  day  inspired  me  with  a  contempt  which  it  is  beyond  me  to  describe." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  Gaston  Klein,  of  the  ist  company  of  Landsturm,  dated 
29th  August,  19 1 4. 

(The  originals  are  deposited  at  the  Belgian  headquarters.) 
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A  pag^e  of  the  diary  of  the  Reservist 
Schlauter,  3rd  Battery. 


A  page  of  the  campaign  diary  of  the  German  soldier  Philipp, 
of  Kamenz  (Saxony),  1st  company  of  the  178th  Regiment. 
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MASSACRES  OF  CIVILIANS. 


"  5th  August,  in  front  of  the  Fort  of  Fleron.  The  position  was  a  dangerous  one,  as  suspicious 
civilians  were  moving  about.  Houses  i,  2,  3,  4,  5  were  evacuated.  The  owners  were  arrested  and 
shot  the  following  day.  Suddenly  the  village  was  bombarded.  Our  baggage  train  and  the  4th  Com- 
pany of  the  27th  Regiment  hurried  away  ;  having  lost  their  way  and  being  bombarded  by  their  own 
artillery.  From  the  point  D.P.  /  sJu)l  a  civilidii,  hitting  him  full  in  the  forehead  at  a  distance  of 
400  metres,  as  we  afterwards  found." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  Kurt  Hoffmann  (ist  company  of  the  4th  Chasseurs). 
The  text  is  accompanied  by  a  plan  in  pencil.  (From  the  file  at  the  English 
War  Office.) 

"  17th  August.  At  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  there  was  an  alarm.  Rifle  shots  were  heard.  We 
slept,  our  rifles  under  our  arms,  until  day  time.  Previously  -I  had  passed  by  villages  where  fighting 
was  taking  place  in  the  streets.  Wc  broke  windows  with  the  butt  cuds  of  our  rifics  and  burned  the  houses, 
and  immediately  afterwards  the  same  lot  befell  a  large  village,  and  so  on  as  far  as  Liege.    .    .  . 

" .  .  .  23rd  August.  .  .  .  Three  men  and  a  woman  v.-ere  shot;  We  made  prisonei^s  of 
14  men  and  one  woman  ;  the  former  were  shot.  We  have  set  fire  to  everything  which  could  be 
burned.  Outside  the  village  there  were  a  few  civilians.  A  lieutenant  and  I  fired  a  few  shots  at  therti. 
They  fled  to  the  woods,  after  which  ive  drank  sevei-al  bottles  of  champagne^  and  thus  we  avenged  the 
blood  ef  our  comrades.    .    .  ."' 

Extracts  from  the  diary  ot  Gustave  Schopper  of  the  8th  Reserve  Hussars.  (The 
original  is  in  possession  of  the  Belgian  Staff.) 

"  We  got  into  the  property  of  a  well-to-do  inhabitant,  by  a  breach  effected  in  the  rear,  and  we 
occupied  the  house.  Through  a  maze  of  rooms  we  reached  the  threshold.  There  was  the  body  of 
the  owner  on  the  floor.  Inside  our  men  destroyed  everything,  like  Vandals.  Every  corner  was 
searched.  Outside  in  the  country,  the  siglit  of  the  villagers  ivho  had  been  shot  defies  all  description.  The 
volley  had  almost  decapitated  some  of  ihem.  Every  house  had  been  searched  to  the  smallest  corner, 
and  the  inhabitants  dragged  from  their  hiding-places.  The  men  were  shot  ;  the  women  and  children 
shut  up  in  a  convent,  from  which  some  shots  were  fired.  Consequently,  the  convent  is  to  be  burnt. 
Il  can  be  ransomed,  however,  on  the  surrender  of  the  guilty  and  on  payment  of  15,000  francs." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  a  Saxon  ofiicer  of  the  178th  regiment,  dated  23rd 
August,  1914. 

"  In  the  evening,  at  10  o'clock,  the  first  battalion  of  the  178th  regiment  went  down  to  the  village 
that  had  been  burnt  to  the  north  of  Dinant.  A  sad  and  beautiful  sight,  and  one  that  made  you 
shudder.  At  the  entrance  of  the  village  there  lay  about  50  dead  bodies  strewn  on  the  road.  They 
had  been  shot  for  having  fired  on  our  troops  from  ambush.  In  the  course  of  the  night  many  others 
were  shot  in  the  same  way,  so  that  we  could  count  more  than  two  hundred.  The  women  and  children, 
lamp  in  hand,  were  obliged  to  watch  the  horrible  scene.  We  then  ate  our  rice,  in  the  midst  of  the 
corpses,  for  we  had  not  tasted  food  since  morning." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  the  soldier,  Philipp  Kamenz,  178th  Saxon  regiment. 

"  Three  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  were  shot  and  the  survivors  were  requisitioned  as  grave- 
diggers.  You  should  have  seen  the  women  at  this  moment !  But  you  can'l.  do  otherwise.  During 
our  march  on  Wilot  things  went  better  :  the  inhabitants  who  wished  to  leave  could  do  so  and  ao 
where  they  liked.  But  anyone  who  fired  was  shot.  When  we  left  Owele,  shots  were  fired  :  but  there 
women  and  everything  wei"e  fired  on.    ,    .  ," 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  the  soldier,  Schlauter  (3rd  battery  of  4th  regiment  of 
Field  Artillery  and  the  Guard).  (These  three  diaries  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
French  military  authorities.) 
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Extract  from  the  diary  of  Paul  Glode,  a  soldier  in  a  battalion  of  Pioneers. 


Extract  from  a  campaign  diary  belonging  to  a  soldier  of  the  1st  battalion  of  the  1st  regiment  of  the  Guard. 
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THE   KILLING   OF   THE  WOUNDED. 

After  to-day  no  more  prisoners  will  be  lakcii.  All  prisoners  are  to  be  killed.  Wounded,  with  or 
without  arms,  are  to  be  killed.  Even  prisoners  already  grouped  in  convoys  are  to  be  killed.  Let  not  a 
single  living  enemy  remain  behind  us. 

"  ist  Lieutenant  commanding  the  companv,  Stoy  ;  the  Colonel  commanding  the  regiment,  Neubauer  ; 
the  General  commanding  the  brigade,  Senger." 

General  order  addressed  on  the  »26th  August  by  General  Stenger,  commanding 
the  5th  German  Bi  igade.  (Reproduced  from  the  statement  of  German  prisoners 
interned  in  France.) 

"  In  the  trench  alongside  the  highway  were  lying  some  Frenchmen  in  open  order.  Although  none 
of  them  was  wounded  all  had  the  appearance  of  being  dead.  When  we  approached  them  certain  of 
them  raised  their  hands  and  cried  out  :  "  Pardon,  camarade."  What  were  we  to  do  ?  We  had  been 
forbidden  to  make  any  prisoners." 

Letter  from  a  German  soldier  published  in  the  Kouslan~er  ZeiUnig  of 
5  th  October,  19 14. 

"  12th  August  1914.  In  Belgium.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  fury  of  our  soldiers,  when  you  see  the 
villages  that  have  been  destroyed.  There  is  not  one  house  left  undamaged.  All  eatables  are 
requisitioned  by  the  soldiers  no  longer  under  command.  We  have  seen  on  several  occasions  a  number 
of  men  and  women  who  had  been  executed  after  sentence  passed  on  them.  Little  children  were 
running  round  looking  for  their  mothers.  Dogs  chained  up  were  left  with  notliing  to  eat  or  drink, 
while  the  houses  were  burning  over  their  heads.  But  the  just  anger  of  our  soldiers  goes  hand  in  hand 
with  sheer  vandalism.  In  some  villages  which  had  already  been  deserted  they  "  set  up  the  red  cock  " 
on  all  the  houses  (burnt  them).  The  inhabitants  sadden  me.  If  they  use  disloyal  weapons,  after  all 
they  are  but  defending  their  country.  The  atrocities  that  these  civilians  have  been  and  are  guilty  of 
are  avenged  in  a  savage  manner.    Mutilation  of  the  wounded  is  the  order  of  the  day.^' 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  the  soldier  Paul  Glude.  (File  at  the  French  Ministry 
of  War.) 

"  October  jnd.    The  Bavarians  no  longer  make  prisoners." 

From  the  diary  of  K.  Barthel,  a  sergeant  in  the  2nd  company  of  the  Foot  Guard. 
(File  at  the  British  War  Office.) 

"  August  24th.  Before  the  village  of  Ermeton  ....  We  took  1,000  prisoners;  at  least  ^00 
prisoners  ivere  kdled.  The  village  was  burned  because  the  inhabitants  also  had  hred.  Two  civilians 
were  also  shot.  In  searching  a  house  for  beds  we  found  exceptionally  good  food  ;  bread,  wine,  butter, 
jam,  preserved  fruits,  and  many  other  things  formed  our  booty  .  .  .  We  washed  ourselves  clean  of 
blood  and  cleaned  our  bayonets    .    .  ." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  a  soldier  of  the  ist  Regiment  of  the  Guard  (in  the 
possession  of  the  British  authorities.) 
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Types  of  fi-erman  ambulance  attendants  with  arms  and  cartridge  cases,  photographed  at  Louvain. 
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THE  GERMAN  CONSCIENCE. 

"  If  a  blinded  and  maddened  population  treacherously  attacks  and  slaughters  without  pity  the  brave 
sons  of  our  people  who  are  facing  death  for  their  country,  as  well  as  the  wounded,  doctors  and  hospital 
nurses — if  bands  of  men  endanger  the  safety  of  the  lines  of  communication  of  the  armies,  self- 
preservation  requires  that  cxlrcinc  iiicasnrcs  should  iuiiiicdinlcly  be  adopted  against  lliein.  Indeed,  it  is  a 
sacred  duty  of  the  military  commanders  to  take  such  measures.  In  such  a  case  the  innocent  will  have 
to  suffer  with  the  guilty.  TJie  repealed  iiislnielioiis  of  the  coiiiinaiid  of  our  army  have  alloiceil  no  doubt  to 
subsist  as  to  this  matter.  It  is  no  doubt  to  he  regretted  that  in  repressing  these  infamous  acts  it  should 
be  impossible  to  spare  human  lives,  and  that  isolated  houses  as  well  as  Hourishing  villages,  and  even 
entire  towns,  should  be  annihilated,  but  this  should  not  provoke  imsplaeed  sentimentality.  All  that  we 
may  destroy  is,  in  our  eyes,  less  in  value  than  the  life  of  a  single  one  of  our  brave  soldiers.  That  is  self- 
evident,  and  indeed,  properly  speaking,  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  it. 

"...  Whoever  speaks  here  of  barbarity  commits  a  crime.  Rigorously  to  carry  out  a  duty  is  to 
obey  a  mandate  of  a  high  civilisation  (Kultur),  and  in  that  matter  the  population  of  the  enemy's  country 
has  only  to  take  a  lesson  from  our  army." 

E.xtract  from  a  proclamation  addressed  on  the  29th  August,  1914,  at  Minister,  by 
General  Baron  Von  Bissing,  to  the  population  in  the  district  of  the  7th  Army 
Corps. 


"  In  an  order  of  the  day,  I  recently  appealed  to  the  public  not  to  display  false  and  misplaced 
sentiments  of  sympathy  towards  the  prisoners  of  war.    You  should  show  more  of  a  German  conscience. 

"  Must  l  again  repeat  this  remonstrance?  It  would  seem  so.  According  to  the  reports  which  have 
been  submitted  to  me,  all  kinds  of  dainties,  and  in  particular  chocolates,  have  again  been  offered  to  the 
prisoners  in  spite  of  the  prohibitions  which  h  ive  been  issued,  and  that  at  Munster  as  well  as  elsewhere. 
Are  you  so  full  of  pity  for  others  and  so  anti-German  in  spirit  that  you  do  not  hear  the  cries  of  distress 
of  our  own  prisoners  in  France  ?  You  may  be  sure  that  they  are  not  offered  chocolate  there.  Un- 
fortunately, it  is  not  possible  completely  to  isolate  from  the  outside  world  the  prisoners  of  my  district. 
I  have,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  put  an  end  to  the  commerce  in  provisions  and  dainties  which  has 
been  established  in  the  encampments  without  my  authority.  It  is  mostly  children  and  young  people, 
and  in  particular  little  girls,  who  crowd  round  the  prisoners  unceasingly.  They  are  entirely  ivanting  in 
good  breeding.    It  is  for  their  relatives  and  the  schools  to  alter  this  state  of  things. 

"  If  these  warnings  should  remain  without  result,  recourse  will  be  had  to  exemplary  punishment  in 
order  to  put  a  stop  to  this  anti-German  conduct.  It  is  on  the  sentiment  of  the  young  generation  that  the 
future  of  our  country  depends. 

"  The  General  Commanding, 

"VON  BISSING."  . 


Order 'of  the  Government  of  the  encampment  of  the  prisoners  at  Munster 
published  by  the  Dnsseldorfer  Tageblatt  on  the  tith  December,  1914. 
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Photograph  of  a  letter  found  on  the  25th  September,  1914,  south  of  Baserode  (environs  of  Louvain). 

\_Traiislalion  opposilc.'] 
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THE   KIND   OF   MENTALITY  REQUIRED. 

"  Schlesvvig,  25.8.14. 

"  Dear  Brother, 

''  I  lately  obtained  your  address  through  Frederick,  and  I  trust  that  you  will  receive  the  present 
letter  in  good  time  before  your  regiment  leaves  for  Brussels.  No  doubt  should  you  have  already  started 
my  letter  will  be  forwarded. 

As  you  know  I  am  attached  to  the  Lazaretto  here  and  I  shall  remain  here  for  a  long  time  yet, 
perhaps  altogether,  although  I  should  much  like  to  go  with  a  field  ambulance,  as  an  Inspector  of 
ambulances.    But  I  shall  certainly  remain  here  until  the  middle  of  September. 

"  You  will  shortly  go  to  Brussels  with  your  regiment  as  you  know.  Take  care  to  protect  yourself 
against  these  Civilians,  especially  in  the  villages.  Do  not  let  anyone  of  them  come  near  you.  Fii  c 
ivithouL  pity  on  everyone  of  them  who  conies  too  near.  They  are  very  clever,  cunning  fellows  these 
Belgians,  even  the  women  and  children  are  armed  and  fire  their  guns.  Never  go  inside  a  house, 
especially  alone.  If  you  take  anything  to  drink  make  the  inhabitants  drink  first,  and  keep  at  distance 
from  them.  TJic  newspapers  related  numerous  cases  in  ivhicJi  tJiey  liave  fired  on  our  soldiers  ii.'liilst  lliev  were 
drinking.  You  soldiers  must  spread  around  so  much  fear  of  yourselves  that  no  civilian  will  venture  to 
come  near  you.  Remain  always  in  the  company  of  others.  /  hope  that  yon  have  read  the  neivspapers  and 
that  you  knOi^'  lunv  to  behave.  Above  all  have  no  compassion  for  these  cut-throats.  Make  for  them  without 
pity  with  the  bull-end  of  your  rifle  and  the  bayonet. 

"You  will  have  learnt  the  news  of  the  great  victories.  When  you  arrive  in  Belgium  our  soldiers 
would  probably  have  crossed  the  Franco-Belgian  frontier.  Keep  well.  I  hope  that  you  will  come  back 
to  the  house  in  good  health.    May  you  prosper.    Best  greetings. 

"  Your  brother, 

"  WILLI." 

(Translation  of  the  letter  opposite.) 

What  a  German  Doctor  wrote  to  a  soldier  in  the  field. 


"  loth  August,  1914. — We  dined  at  Minden  in  a  brewery.  We  were  received  and  looked  after 
everywhere  most  courteously.  We  heard  here  the  story  of  the  deeds  of  terror  and  cruelties 
perpetrated  by  the  Belgians  at  Liege.  A  Surgeon  General  was  billeted  on  the  Burgomaster.  When 
he  sat  down  at  table  he  was  seized  from  behind  by  his  host  and  his  throat  was  cut.  Wounded  men 
were  taken  into  a  sham  hospital.  When  the  Red  Cross  came  back  with  the  materials  for  bandages  it 
was  found  that  the  eyes  of  all  the  wounded  men  had  been  taken  out  and  their  hands  tied  behind  their 
backs.  On  one  of  the  prisoners  they  found  some  fingers  which  had  been  cut  off  from  an  officer  with 
the  rings  on  them." 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  the  soldier  K.  Barthel  (filed  at  the  English  War  Office) 


What  German  soldiers  are  told  before  their  departure. 
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Letter  found  at  Termonde. 


(  ) 


THE    KIND    OF    MENTALITY  REQUIRED. 

"  Lebbeke,  6.9.14. 

"  Dear  Aunt  Emma, 

"  I  am  much  shocked  on  reahsing  that  I  fort^ot  your  birthday  and  that  my  letter  will  also  be  too 
late  for  the  birthday  of  Aunt  Marie.  What  is  the  use  of  almanacs  if  one  does  not  look  around  one 
from  time  to  time,  but  I  have  never  had  as  good  an  excuse  as  I  have  this  time,  and  for  one  who  is  not 
taking  part  in  the  war  it  is  an  extraordinary  thing,  and  there  are  cerUiinly  extenuating  circumstances 
for  forgetfulness. 

"  I  have  become  little  by  little  so  accustomed  to  the  war  that  everything  appears  to  me  to  be 
natural.  One  is  asloiiished  sotiicliincs  ivhcn  one  pii:<;ci  by  a  village  zohich  has  not  been  dcslroycA  by  fire, 
when  one  is  not  obliged  to  start  marching  at  midnight,  or  n'hcn  it  happens  that  for  a  whole  liay  one  does 
not  see  a  franc-tircnr  shot.  In  the  evening  we  sit  down  comfortably  at  table  and  eat  black  bread  and 
bacon,  and  drink  red  7i<ine  which  belonged  to  a  Cure  ivtio  was  shot,  and  it  gives  ns pleasure  to  see  how  ivell  those 
houses  blazed  from  ivhich  shots  have  been  fired.  We  sleep  almost  all  together.  If  we  have  not  sufficient 
protection  we  keep  loaded  revolvers  at  our  side.  I  have  not  yet  made  use  of  one,  but  it  is  not  advisable 
to  go  for  a  walk  without  a  revolver.  Our  captain  who,  to  be  frank,  is  excessively  cautious,  goes  so  far 
as  to  take  with  him,  by  way  of  a  guard,  two  ambulance  bearers  armed  with  revolvers  and  riHes 
whenever  he  has  to  make  his  way  in  the  evening  to  a  solitary  spot.  To  our  great  satisfaction  the 
intelligent  surgeon  of  the  army  corps,  who  is  the  chief  olTicer,  Reiske  by  name,  has  spoken  in  praise  of 
our  activity,  which  has  evidently  given  much  pleasure  to  our  energetic  staff  doctor.  We  are  awaiting 
the  fall  of  Antwerp,  which  will  be  considerably  hastened  by  the  attack  to  take  place  in  the  next  few 
d.ays.  We  shall  then  probably  quit  for  ever  this  treacherous  country  and  make,  as  I  hope,  for  England, 
as  soon  as  the  sea  passage  is  clear,  a  matter  which  the  fleet  will  meantime  see  to.  Otherwise  we  shall 
make  for  Russia,  for  it  is  quite  certain  that  before  long  France  will  be  the  scene  of  a  final  battle. 
News  takes  a  long  time  to  reach  me  from  the  home,  and  it  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  heard  from 
Marguerite.  I  hope  that  everybody  is  in  good  health.  Write  often  when  you  have  time,  for  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  any  sign  of  life.  News  from  the  field  of  battle  reaches  us  eight  days  later  than  it  does 
those  who  have  remained  at  home,  but  I  prefer  being  here  and  regret  only  one  circumstance,  namely, 
that  I  am  not  able  to  take  part  in  the  lighting.  Once  more  cordial  greetings  and  best  wishes  for  your 
birthdays  to  yourself  and  Aunt  Marie. 

"  Yours, 

"  FRITZ." 

Literal  translation  of  the  letter  opposite.    (From  the  file  of  the  Belgian  Staff.) 


What  a  Doctor  in  the  Field  ivrites  to  Germany. 

"  You  write  to  me  about  the  Belgians.  They  have  only  themselves  to  thank  that  their  country 
has  been  thus  devastated.  I  have  seen  all  the  great  towns  attacked  and  the  villages  besieged  and  set 
on  fire.  At  Tongres  we  were  attacked  by  the  population  in  the  evening  when  it  was  dark.  An 
immense  number  of  shots  were  exchanged  for  we  were  exposed  to  hre  on  four  sides.  Happily  we  had 
only  one  man  hit,  he  died  the  following  day.    We  killed  two  women,  and  the  men  were  shot  next  day." 

Unfinished  letter  written  by  a  German  soldier  to  his  brother-in-law.  (From 
the  file  of  the  English  Staff.) 

The  information  ivhich  the  German  popnlation  is  given. 


(    io8  ) 


1.  (jermah  Staff  photographed  inside  the  Hotel  de  Ville  at  Louvain. 

2.  The  Hotel  de  Ville  in  the  midst  of  ruins  only  spared  because  it  served  as  the  quarters  of  the 
superior  officers. 
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AFTER  A  MONTH  OF  WAR:    DAILY  AND  SYSTEMATIC 

CALUMNY. 

"  I  solemnly  protest  to  you  against  the  fashion  in  which  this  war  is  being  carried  on  by  our 
adversaries,  whose  methods  are  such  as  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  barbarous  wars  of  history.    .    .  . 

"  Apart  from  the  use  of  these  monstrous  weapons,  the  Belgian  Government  has  encouraged  the 
civil  population  to  take  part  in  the  fighting,  and  has  for  a  long  time  carefully  organised  the  resistance. 
The  cruelties  perpetrated  in  this  guerilla  warfare  even  by  women  and  priests  on  wounded  soldiers, 
doctors,  and  hospital  nurses  (doctors  have  been  killed  and  ambulances  burned)  were  such  that  am- 
ifcncrals  were  compelled  at  last  to  adopt  extreme  measures  for  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  and  to 
terrorise  the  bloodthirsty  population,  thus  preventing  it  from  continuing  this  shameful  practice. 

"Villages  and  even  the  ancient  Citv  of  Lonvain  (with  the  exception  of  the  magnificent  Hotel  de 
Ville)  had  to  be  destroyed  for  the  protection  of  our  troops." 

Telegram  sent  by  Emperor  William  to  President  Wilson,  4th  September,  1914. 


"  The  cruelties  in  question  are  the  blinding  of  the  wounded,  cutting  out  of  tongues,  castration, 
members  cut  oft",  wounded  killed  when  they  were  already  lying  on  transport  stretchers,  odious  attacks 
by  the  population.  Alonks  who  the  day  before  had  welcomed  our  men  took  the  most  active  part  at 
night  in  sudden  attacks,  revolver  in  hand,  etc.,  etc." 

From  a  private  letter  of  Prince  Henri  XXXHI  of  Reuss  communicated  to  the 
neutral  press  by  an  official  telegram  from  Berlin,  Thursday,  28th  August,  1914. 


"  i4  Catholic  priest  was  arrested  in  his  church.  It  appears  that  he  had  given  the  enemy  information 
as  to  our  positions.  He  had  to  walk  between  our  bayonets,  and  the  perspiration  poured  down  his  face. 
The  old  man  did  not  seem  to  find  much  pleasure  in  this  forced  march  !  " 

Extract  from  the  diary  of  a  marine  gunner,  7th  Company,  4th  Regiment. 


"  We  have  to  contend  constantly  with  francs-tireurs  and  are  ohlii^cd  (underlined  in  the  text)  to  destroy 
flourishing  spots  in  order  to  avenge  the  murder  of  our  comrades." 

Letter  from  a  soldier  of  the  200th  Regiment  43  Div.  XXII  C.A.R.  to  Eugene 
Scheufer,  Berlin. 


"  The  Belgian  soldiers  .  .  .  fire  at  the  backs  of  our  troops,  they  tear  off  the  ears  and  pierce 
the  eyes  of  those  who  fall  into  their  hands.  TJte  people  are  fanatic  and  under  the  thumb  of  the  priests  ; 
they  carry  out  blindly  the  priests'  orders,  not  troubling  themselves  whether  their  obedience  to  them  will 
bring  them  to  death  or  not.    They  are  the  slaves  of  the  priests." 

Extract  from  the  war  diary,  of  the  muskateer  Franz  Schmiedt  (ist  Batt.  of 
Landsturm,  identification  badge  No.  20). 


(    no  ) 


"  Gott  mit  uns."    German  device  inscribed  on  the  soldiers'  belts. 


What  wc  hear  aboiil  our  soldiers  is  the  prodiicl  of  our  private  life.''  Of  them  we  can  confidently 
'God  is  with  our  work.'' 

Words  spoken  at  Berlin  on  12th  March,  1915,  by  D.  Nahling,  Privy  Councillor. 
The  Empress  sent  a  representative  to  his  lecture,  passages  from  which  are 
produced  by  the  Nonldeiitscher  Allgciueiuc  Zeitiius^  of  i3t]i  March,  1915. 


( 


III  ) 


AFTER  EIGHT  MONTHS  OF  WAR  :  POSITIVE  AND  OFFICIAL 

REFUTATION. 

"We  have  al  read}' been  able  to  establish  the  falseness  of  a  grcal  lutnihcr  of  assertions  n'liicli  have  been 
made  with  great  precision  and  pubhshcd  everywhere  in  the  press,  concerning  alleged  crnellies  com- 
mitted by  the  populations  of  the  countries  with  which  Germany  is  at  war  upon  German  soldiers  and 
civilians.    We  are  now  in  a  position  to  silence  two  others  of  these  fantastic  stories. 

"The  War  Correspondent  of  the  "Berliner  Tageblatt"  spoke  a  few  weeks  ago  of  cigars  and 
cigarettes  filled  with  powder  alleged  to  have  been  given  out  or  sold  to  our  soldiers  with  diabolical 
intent.  He  even  pretended  to  have  seen  with  his  own  eyes  hundreds  of  this  kind  of  cigarettes.  We 
learn  from  an  authentic  source  that  this  story  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  is  nothing  but  a  brazen 
invention.  Stories  of  soldiers  whose  eyes  are  alleged  to  have  been  torn  out  by  franes-lirenrs  are 
circulated  throughout  Germany.  Not  a  simple  case  of  this  kind  has  been  officially  established.  In  every 
instance  where  it  has  been  possible  to  verify  the  story  its  inaccuracy  has  been  demonstrated. 

"  It  matters  little  that  reports  of  this  nature  bear  an  appearance  of  positive  certitude,  or  are  even 
vouched  by  eye-witnesses.  The  desire  for  notoriety,  the  absence  of  criticism,  and  personal  error  play 
an  unfortunate  part  in  the  days  in  which  we  are  living.  Every  nose  shot  off  or  simply  bor.nd  up,  every 
eye  removed,  is  immediately  transformed  into  a  nose  or  eye  torn  off  by  the  francs-tirenrs.  Already  the 
"  Popular  Gazette  of  Cologne  "  has  been  able,  contrary  to  the  very  categorical  assertions  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  to  prove  that  there  was  no  soldier  ivitJi  his  eyes  torn  out  in  the  field  anibnlanee  at  this  toivn. 
It  was  said,  also,  that  people  wounded  in  this  way  were  under  treatment  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Berhn,  but  whatever  enquiries  have  been  made  in  regard  to  these  leports,  their  absolute  falsity  has  been 
demonstrated.  At  length  these  reports  were  concentrated  at  Gross  Lichterfeld.  A  newspaper 
pubhshed  at  noon,  and  widely  circulated  in  Berhn,  printed  a  few  days  ago  in  large  type  the  news  that 
at  the  Lazaretto  of  Lichterfeld  alone  there  were  '  ten  German  soldiers,  only  slightly  wounded,  whose 
eyes  had  been  wickedly  torn  out.'  But  to  a  request  for  information  by  comrade  Leibknecht  the 
following  written  reply  was  sent  by  the  chief  medical  officer  of  the  above-mentioned  held  hospital, 
dated  the  iSth  of  the  month  : — 

"  Sir, 

Happily  there  is  no  truth  ivhatever  in  these  stories. 

"  Yours  obediently, 

"  Professor  RAUTENBERG." 

Extract  from  the  ]'onvaerts  of  Berlin,  22nd  October,  1914. 


"  Officiallv,  no  instance  has  been  proved  of  persons  having  fired,  with  the  help  of  priests,  from  the  towers 
of  churches.  All  that  has  been  made  known  up  to  the  present,  and  that  has  been  made  the  object  of 
inquiry,  concerning  alleged  atrocities  attributed  to  Catholic  priests  during  this  war,  has  been  shoivn  to 
be  false  and  alto<fethcr  imaginary,  without  any  exception.  Our  Emperor  telegraphed  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America  that  even  women  and  priests  had  committed  atrocities  during  this 
guerilla  warfare  on  wounded  soldiers,  doctors  and  nurses  attached  to  the  field  ambulances.  How  this 
telegram  can  be  reconciled  with  the  fact  stated  above  (that  there  is  nothing  against  the  priests)  ive  shall 
not  be  able  to  learn  nntil  after  the  ivar.^^ 

Signed,  Lorenz  Muller,  and  published  in  prominent  type  in  the  German 
scientific  review,  Der  Pels. 
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Types  of  German  officers  and  soldiers  photographed  at  Louvain.     The  man  in  the  centre  of  the  group 

has  a  serrated  bayonet. 
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UNDER  THE  GERMAN  YOKE. 


"  He  who  travels  to-day  in  Belgium  must  harden  his  heart,  for  every  step  that  he  takes  reminds 
him  how  terrible  it  must  be  to  have  lost  one's  liberty  in  one's  own  country,  and  he  thinks  with  horror 
what  would  be  his  own  feelings  in  a  similar  extremity." 

Sven  Hedin,  Eiii  Volk  iit  Wa/fen,  page  124. 


H 
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The  Parliament  of  a  free  country :  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Brussels 

transformed  into  a  dormitory  for  the  troops. 

"  The  occupvinj^  State  shall  regard  itself  only  as  administrator  and  usufructuary  of  the  public 
buildings    .    .  ." 

Article  55  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 
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SYSTEMATIC  EXPROPRIATION. 

"  Neither  requisition  in  kind  nor  services  can  be  demanded  from  communes  or  inhabitants  excejit 
for  the  necessities  of  Ihc  Army  of  Occupation. 

"  They  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  resources  of  the  country.    .    .  . 

"  SuppHes  in  kind  shall  as  far  as  possible  be  paid  for  in  ready  money  ;  if  not,  their  receipt  shall  be 
acknowledged  and  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  shall  be  made  as  soon  as  possible." 

Article  52  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 

"  This  forcible  expropriation  of  private  property  was  followed  in  the  whole  of  Belgian  territory 
under  occupation  by  a  policy  of  spoilation  organized  by  the  German  authorities  which  the  official  order 
of  the  German  headquarters  announced  would  be  put  into  force  from  the  27th  August,  19 14. 

"  '  The  Landsturm  will  be  called  out  to  secure  the  lines  of  communication  and  for  the  supervision 
of  Belgium.  This  country,  placed  under  German  administration,  will  have  to  provide  for  the  military 
requirements  of  all  kinds  //;  order  to  relieve  the  German  territories.^ 

"  Disguised  under  the  name  of  requisitions  this  expropriation  is  no  less  contrary  to  the  rules  of 
International  Law  than  the  violation  by  the  German  armies  of  private  property.  It  constitutes  a 
flagrant  violation  of  Articles  23(g),  46  and  52,  of  the  regulations  concerning  the  laws  and  customs  of 
war  on  land,  annexed  to  the  4th  Hague  Convention  :  it  moreover  ignores  the  engagements  entered  into 
in  Belgium  by  the  German  authorities  themselves.  These  authorities  at  the  time  they  imposed  upon 
the  Belgian  provinces  a  heavy  ivar  contribution  of  40  million  francs  per  month  after  the  enormous 
requisitions,  impositions  and  fines  of  every  kind  to  which  the  communes  and  Belgian  citizens  were 
subjected,  found  themselves  compelled  to  put  an  end  to  the  system  which  thev  had  hitherto  adopted. 

"  Belgian  agriculture,  manufaclures  ami  comnwrce  have  not  suffered  in  a  less  degree.  The  produce  of 
cattle  rearing,  raw  materials,  manufacture  produce  and  machine  tools  have  been  seized  and  carried  off 
to  Germany  without  regard  to  any  right." 

Extract  from  the  13th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  furnish  any  complete  estimate  as  to  requisitions  or  imposition  of  lines  or 
destruction  of  property.    The  total  number  must  be  enormous. 

"The  German  invaders  have  requisitioned  grain,  provisions,  cattle  and  horses  both  in  the  towns 
and  in  the  country  ;  they  have  also  requisitioned  stores  of  cotton  and  wool,  razv  material  as  well  as 
manufactured  products,  copper  fixtures,  parts  of  the  installation  of  certain  factories,  motor  cars,  benzine 
and  all  kinds  of  implements  which  might  be  useful  in  the  manufactm^e  of  arms  and  munitions.  In  the 
course  of  our  journeys  across  Belgium  we  scarcely  saw  any  cattle,  and  literally  no  pigs  or  horses. 
Some  of  the  villages  have  been  completely  destroyed.  A  certain  number  of  houses  have  been  burnt  in 
nearly  all  the  villages  and  all  the  towns  on  the  principal  roads  by  which  the  invasion  has  taken  place. 
In  most  cases  the  inhabitants  did  not  have  time  to  save  anything,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  clothes 
on  their  backs. 

"  The  destruction  of  implements  and  plant  cannot  be  estimated.  In  the  smallest  villages  through 
which  the  army  passed,  no  less  than  in  some  of  the  great  towns,  as  Louvain  and  Malines  in  which 
fighting  took  place  or  which  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire,  all  the  houses  left  standing  have  been 
pillaged.  We  noticed  in  several  of  these  houses  that  the  furniture  which  it  was  impossible  to  carry  away  tvas 
broken  to  pieces. 

"  The  ravages  thus  caused  have  not  been  repaired  ;  indeed,  very  little  has  been  done  to  made  good 
the  material  damage  caused  by  the  passage  of  the  troops." 

Extract  from  a  report  published  at  New  York  on  T4th  February  by  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation. 
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Court  Room  of  the  Assize  Court,  Courts  of  Justice  at  Brussels,  transformed  into  a  Guard  room. 
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THE    REIGN   OF   INFORMERS   AND    ARBITRARY  TRIALS. 

"  Numerous  complaints  have  been  addressed  to  me  in  my  capacity  of  President  of  the  Order  of 
Advo<\ites  by  my  compatriots,  protesting  against  !<ni2'c  abuses,  in  particular  ivilli  reference  to  the 
aihplion  of  repressive  measures.  It  is  not  for  me  to  decide  as  to  the  justice  of  these  complaints,  but 
they  reveal  none  the  less  a  situation  which  one  cannot  possibly  disregard.  This  task  is  one  which  falls 
on  the  Bar.    .    .  . 

"...  Looking  at  things  as  a  whole,  without  passion  or  prejudice,  a  lawyer  cannot  fail  to 
acknowledge  that  evervthing  in  the  Geniiaii  judicial  organisation  in  Belgium  is  contrary  to  the  principles 
of  Laiv.  . 

"It  is  justice  uncontrolled,  the  judge  left  to  himself,  that  is,  to  his  impressions,  his  prejudices  and 
his  surroundings.  It  means  a  prisoner  abandoned  in  his  helplessness,  alone  and  at  the  mercy  of  his 
all-powerful  adversary. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  form  of  justice  uncontrolled  and  therefore  offering  no  guarantee  is  for  us 
the  most  dangerous  and  the  most  oppressive  of  all  illegalities.  We  cannot  conceive  of  justice  as  a 
juridical  or  moral  possibility  without  liberty  of  defence. 

Liberty  of  defence  means  that  light  will  be  thrown  on  all  the  details  of  the  trial,  that  the  voice 
of  the  public  conscience  will  make  itself  heard  at  the  Pretorium.  It  means  that  in  the  interest  of  the 
unfortunate,  as  in  the  interest  of  justice  and  of  Right  itself,  everything  may  be  said,  though  in  the  most 
respectful  terms,  and  everything  may  be  dared. 

This  principle  is  one  of  the  great  conquests  of  our  domestic  history  ;  it  is  the  foundation  stone 
of  individual  liberty. 

"  What  are  your  means  of  obtaining  information  ? 

"Apart  from  the  judges  regularly  constituted  there  are  the  secret  police  and  informers. 

"  The  Secret  Police,  without  a  uniform  or  badge  to  denote  their  office,  mingle  with  the  populace 
in  the  streets,  and  cafes,  and  on  the  tramway  platforms,  listening  to  conversation,  seeking  to  hear 
secrets,  on  the  watch,  not  only  for  actions,  but  for  intentions. 

"  The  host  of  informers  has,  they  say,  multiplied.  Of  what  value  can  be  their  statements,  inspired 
as  they  are  by  hatred,  rancour,  or  low  cupidity  ?  Such  auxiliaries  cannot  bring  to  the  workings  of 
justice  any  useful  co-operation. 

"  If  we  add  to  this  complete  absence  of  control  and  defence  temporary  detention  or  prolonged 
imprisonment,  if  we  add  to  it  the  domiciliary  perquisitions,  we  shall  have  an  almost  complete  view  of 
the  moral  torture  to  which  are  subjected,  at  this  moment,  our  aspirations,  our  thoughts  and  our 
liberties.    .    .  . 

"  Does  there  exist  a  moral  force  which  is  superior  to  justice  ?  This  latter  dominates  all  the  others. 
Old  as  humanity  itself,  eternal  as  is  the  desire  of  men  and  nations  to  be  and  to  feel  themselves  protected, 
it  is  the  basis  of  all  civilisation.  Art  and  Science  are  its  tributories  ;  religions  exist  and  prosper  under 
its  aegis.    Is  it  not  a  religion  in  itself  ? 

"  Belgium  has  raised  a  temple  to  it  within  its  capital. 

"  This  temple,  which  is  our  pride,  has  been  transformed  into  barracks.  A  very  small  part  of  it,  which 
is  becoming  daily  smaller  still,  is  reserved  for  the  Courts  and  Tribunals  ;  and  the  Magistrates  and 
Advocates  reach  it  by  a  back  staircase. 

"  Painful  as  are  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  called  upon  to  administer  Justice,  the  Bench  has, 
nevertheless,  decided  to  sit.  The  Bar  is  solid  with  it.  Accustomed  to  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  deference 
and  of  dignity,  it  no  longer  recognises  itself  amid  the  scenery  of  a  guard-house.  Indeed,  can  we  say 
that  Justice  is  still  Justice  when  surrounded  by  so  little  sign  of  respect  ? 

"What  offends  us  is  not  the  proximity  of  your  soldiers  ;  we  honour  in  them  their  patriotism  and 
their  courage.  What  offends  us  is  the  contact  of  bayonets  and  the  thousand  undefinable  things  which 
necessarily  accompany  the  lodging  of  soldiers  in  barracks.  What  wounds  us  is  the  little  regard  which 
seems  to  be  professed  for  our  persons  and  our  functions." 

Extracts  from  a  protest  addressed  to  the  German  Governor  by  the  President  of 
the  Order  of  Advocates  at  Brussels. 
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^^3^  SvDimpc^eituna 

Verkauf 
von  Beutepfferden 

durch  die  Landwirtschartskammer  unteir 
MrtwirkunsfderRheinisdien  Pferdezentral^ 

am  Dienstag  den  27.  Oktober  u.  Mittwoch 
den  28.  Oktober,  von  K)  Uhr  ab 
auf  dem  Schlachthof  in  Coin. 

Es  gelangen  400  Beutepferde  (AbsatzfohJen,  Jahrlinge,' 
ZweijShrige,  Gebrauchspferde,  8  Hengste)  zur  Versleigerung. 

Als  AnkSufer  sind  nur  Landwirte  aus  der  Rheinprovinz 
und  den  benachbarten  Provinzen  zugelassen,  die  sich  als 
solche  durch  eine  amtliche  Bescheinigung  ausweisen  kdnnen, 
und  die  sich  schriftlich  verpflichten,  die  Pfcrde  nur  im  eigenen 
landwirtschaftlichen  Betriebe  zu  verwenden. 

Die  genauen  Bedingungen  warden  vor  Beginn  der  Ver- 
sleigerung verlesen. 

Der  Verkauf  erfolgt  ohne  Oarantie  nor  g:e^a  Bmr- 
zablung;. 

Zum  Versteigerungsplatze  haben  nur  Landwirte,  die  sich  , 
als  solche  durch  eine  amtliche  Bescheinigung  ausweisen 
^nussen,  Zutritt.  Rc 

I.  — Brabangon  stallions  and  mares  collected  in  the  Park  of  Brussels  previously  to  beinglexported  to 

Germany. 

II.  — Notice  of  the  sale  of  these  horses  as  booty  of  war  {Kdliiisclu-  Zcilmig,  24th  October,  1914). 
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A  LONG  COVETED  NATIONAL  SOURCE  OF  WEALTH. 

"The  Belgian  stock  of  draught  horses  has  long  been  famous.  In  the  last  20  years  the  breeders, 
encouraged  and  supported  by  the  Government,  have  succeeded  in  bringing  the  stock  of  these  horses  to 
such  a  degree  of  perfection  that  this  branch  .ot  national  activity  had  become  an  important  source  of 
wealth.  Most  of  the  continental  countries  came  to  Belgium  for  their  supplies  of  draught  horses. 
Gcniiaiiy  liuis  one  of  the  hc'sl  ciisloiiiers  for  ilranglil  horses  reared  in  Belgium.  She  imported  every  year 
from  Belgium  horses  to  the  value  of  more  than  24  million  francs." 

Extract  from  the  13th  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

"  General  Depot  for  Horses. 

"  The  Commission  for  the  purchase  of  horses  will  sit  on  Monday,  3rd  November,  at  3  o'clock 
(4  o'clock  German  time),  at  the  Grand  Place,  Thuillies. 

"  All  carriage  and  saddle  horses  as  well  as  yearling  foals  must  be  brought  before  this  Commission. 
"  Carriage  horses  must  be,  if  possible,  provided  with  their  working  harness.    Purchases  will  be 
paid  in  ready  money  and  without  any  rebate. 

"  For  the  German  Gcjueral  Government. 

"  The  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Central  Depot  for  Horses. 
"Any  persons  neglecting  to  bring  their  horses  to  the  Commission  ivill  be  liable  to  have  their  stock 
requisitioned  ivithout  indemnity^ 

Notice  posted  in  the  villages  of  the  breeding  districts  during  October  and 
November,  1914  : — 

"  Belgian  foals. 

"  More  than  60  head  of  horse  directly  imported  from  Belgium,  between  the  ages  of  2  and  3  years, 
including  6  stallions,  will  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidders  on  Tuesday,  the  2nd  February,  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  at  the  Magervichhof,  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Domains  and  Forests. 

"  No  purchases  can  be  made  by  others  than  the  farmers  of  the  various  districts  of  the  country 
who  can  prove  themselves  to  be  such  by  an  official  document. 

"  The  sale  will  take  place  in  the  open  air. 

"  The  horses  can  be  examined  from  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  It  is  requested  that  men  may 
be  sent  to  take  immediate  delivery  of  the  horses  purchased. 

"  Viehcentrale  Magervichhof, 

"  Friedrichsfelde,  Berlin." 

Deutsche  Tageszeitung,  2nd  February,  19 15. 

"Sale  of  Belgian  horses  and  mares,  Booty  of  war. 

"  A  sale  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  15th  October,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  on  Friday,  i6th 
October,  at  9  o'clock,  on  the  grounds  of  the  slaughter  house  of  Cologne,  on  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of 
Agriculture,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Central  Horse  Rearing  Society  of  the  Rhine. 

"  There  will  be  offered  for  sale  a  ivar  booty  of  260  horses  and  $4  mares  between  the  ages  of  4  and  5 
years,  most  of  them  in  foal.    (Friday  afternoon  at  i  o'clock.) 

"  Horses  taken  as  booty  of  war  can  only  be  bought  for  the  farming  of  the  Rhenish  provinces  or 
bordering  provinces.  The  jiurchasers  must  produce  an  official  certificate  proving  the  fulfilment  of  this 
condition  and  sign  a  contract  undertaking  to  employ  their  horses  entirely  for  the  purposes  of 
agricultural  development.  The  mares  used  for  breeding  which  have  been  taken  back  for  the  account 
of  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  can  only  be  purchased  by  the  farmers  of  the  Rhenish  provinces,  who 
must  undertake,  in  writing,  to  employ  them  for  at  least  3  years  for  breeding  purposes. 

"  The  conditions  of  sale  will  be  read  at  the  opening.  The  sale  will  take  place  without  guarantee 
and  the  purchase  money  must  be  paid  in  cash.  The  approach  to  the  meadow  in  which  the  sale  will 
take  place  is  reserved  exclusively  for  persons  holding  an  official  certificate  proving  that  they  are 
farrriers." 

Kolnische  Zeitung,  15th  October,  19 14. 


Arrdtd 

1.  L'exportation  hors  de  Belgique 
de  machines  ii  travailler  le  metal  est 
mterdite.  Tout  essai  d'exporter  des 
maobines  de  oe  genre  entrainera  la 
confiscation  de  ces  machines. 

2.  Exception  est  faite  poor  les  ma- 
ohinea  qui  eont  export^es  en  Alle- 
aaagne  enr  I'ordre  da  Goavernement 
Q6n6ral. 

3.  Cet  arrdt4  entre  anssitot  en 
vigueur. 

Braxelles,  le  17  fevrier  1915. 
Le  Gouverneur  0<fn4ral  en  Belgigue, 
Baron  vom  HISSING, 
Colonel  OiSn^tal. 
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(Translalion.) 
BY  ORDER. 

1.  The  exportation  from  Belgium  of  machinery  for 
working  in  metal  is  forbidden.  Any  machinery  of  this 
nature  which  it  is  attempted  to  export  will  be  con- 
liscated. 

2.  Exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  machinery 
exported  to  Germany  by  order  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

3.  This  order  will  be  enforced  immediately. 

Brussels,  17th  February,  1915. 

TJie  Governor  General  in  Belgium, 
Baron  von  BISSING, 

Colonel  General. 
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Padagogium  zu  Bad  Pyrmom 

Piivai  RealschtilL'  (Kl.  VI eiieili  Emjahrigen-Zeugnis  ibisncr 
664).    Oslei-  u.  Hcibstvcrsetiunif.    Giite  Verplleg  ii  AutsiChI  'pe 


Neuwied  am  Rhein 

Zehnklassige  hohere  Madchenschule  u.  Pensionat 
m  evangWmidergemei 


l'ro?pc«i  dutch  d'n  Diiekloi.M.  Oammert. 


Ueber  Mobeltransporte 

aus  den  Hanptoricn  tih 

Belgians  nach  Deutschland 

iind  Oesterreich  Ungarn  er'eili  Anskiinlle  u  Kosiecanschliige 

Speditions  &  Lagerhaus  Akt.Ges.  Aachen. 


(Vi 

Wir  liefein  Holibaracl<en  zui  Unterbringung  von  Qe- 
fangenen  (iir  die  QioRindusiric  iind  stadt.  Verwallungen 
Kostenlose  Angebote.  Kiirzeste  Lieferfrist. 

Wilh.  Bectier  &  Co.,  UrBarmen. 


I.  — German  notice  communicated  to  a  Belgian  newspaper  published  by  permission  of  the  censor 
concerning  the  removal  of  machinery  from  Belgium  to  Germany. 

II.  — Advertisement  of  a  transport  agent  residing  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  concerning  the  removal  of 
furniture  to  Belgium. 
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INDUSTRIAL  RUIN. 

"  An  army  of  occupation  can  only  take  possession  of  cash,  funds  and  realizable  securities  which 
are  strictly  the  property  of  the  State,  depots  of  arms,  means  of  transport,  stores  and  supplies,  and, 
generally,  all  movable  property  of  the  State  which  may  be  used  for  operations  of  war. 

"  All  appHances,  whether  on  land,  at  sea,  or  in  the  air,  adapted  for  the  transmission  of  news  or  for 
the  transport  of  persons  or  goods  apart  from  cases  governed  by  maritime  law,  depots  of  arms,  and, 
generally,  all  kinds  of  war  material  may  be  seized,  even  though  belonging  to  private  persons,  but  they 
must  be  restored  and  indemnities  for  them  regulated  at  the  peace." 

Article  53  of  the  Hague  Rules  of  War. 

"  It  appears  from  a  complaint  addressed  to  the  Governor-General  of  Belgium  by  the  Federation 
of  Belgian  Builders,  dated  22nd  January,  that  the  Gennan  authorities  entered  factories  and  announced 
their  intention  of  taking  possession  of  the  machine  tools  with  which  they  were  stocked.  These  machines 
were  taken  to  pieces,  and  many  were  removed  and  sent  to  Germany  without  any  document  being  given 
to  the  proprietor  stating  the  nature,  number  and  value  of  the  tools  seized.  By  the  21st  January  the 
value  of  the  machines  seized  exceeded  16  million  francs. 

"  Moreover,  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  betiveen  the  Royal  Feldzeugnieisterei,  of  Berlin,  and  the  firm 
of  Sonncnihal,  Junior,  of  Cologne,  the  latter  places  itself  at  the  disposal  of  the  Feldzeugmeisterei,  with 
a  vie^v  to  forward  by  the  quickest  route  to  the  German  factories  which  have  received  orders  for 
ammunition,  the  machines  seized  in  the  invaded  territory  of  Belgium  and  France.  It  undertakes  also  to 
return  these  machines  after  the  war  to  the  Belgian  and  French  factories  to  which  they  belong. 

"  The  firm  has  the  right  and  is  under  the  obligation,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gun  foundry  of 
Liege,  to  set  up  in  the  factories  of  the  territory  under  occupation  machinery  suitable  for  the  manufacture 
of  ammunition,  and  to  advise  as  to  the  seizure  of  these  machines. 

"  The  Royal  Government  indignantly  protests  against  acts  which  are  ia  flagrant  violation  of 
Article  53  of  the  Regulations  annexed  to  the  Fourth  Hague  Convention.  The  list  contained  in 
Article  53  is  limited,  and  does  not  authorise  either  the  seizure  or  the  transport  to  another  country 
of  industrial  machinery  ;  such  machinery  should  on  all  occasions  be  left  untouched  when  it  is 
private  property.    (Article  46.) 

"  The  removal  of  the  machines  neutralises  the  efforts  of  the  manufacturers  to  maintain  some 
activity  at  their  factories,  condemns  numerous  workmen  to  idleness  and  to  starvation,  and  will  have 
the  result  of  retarding  the  recovery  of  trade  after  the  war. 

"  Finally,  the  German  Authorities  also  systematically  disregarded  the  terms  of  Article  52  of  the 
above-mentioned  rules,  under  which  requisitions  in  kind  cannot  be  levied  on  communes  or  inhabitants 
except  for  the  needs  of  the  army  of  occupation. 

"  I  may  mention  by  way  of  example  : — 

"  (fl)  Advertisements  in  the  German  newspapei's  of  sales  to  German  farmers  of  stallions,  mares 
and  foals  requisitioned  in  Belgium  ; 

"  (6)  The  despatch  to  Germany  and  on  the  Russian  front  of  wines  taken  from  private  persons. 

"  (c)  The  systematic  felling  of  walnut  trees,  which  are  sent  into  Germany  to  be  used  for  rifle 
stocks  ; 

"  (d)  The  seizure  and  transport  to  Germany  of  raw  materials  belonging  to  private  persons,  such 
as  cotton,  hemp,  india-rubber,  wool,  nickel,  copper  or  leather,  the  value  of  which  amounts  to 
tens  of  millions  of  francs  ; 

"  (f)  The  requisition  in  the  suburbs  of  Jodoigne  and  in  the  district  of  Geer  of  130  oxen  and  a 
large  number  of  pigs,  which  were  forwarded  to  Germany. 

"  These  illegal  requisitions  are  all  the  more  reprehensible  in  that  they  affect  a  population  already 
ruined  by  the  War,  and  deprive  it  of  provisions  absolutely  indispensable  to  its  subsistence.'' 

Protest  of  the  Belgian  Government  addressed  to  neutral  countries. 


(      '2-'  ) 

AVI  S 


Par  ordre  de  I'autorite 
allemande,  il  est  prescrit  : 

|o  AUX  >IAIU:HAiM>S  DK  VIN  ; 

20  A  TOLS  LES  HAUITA.MS  DK  (  HAULKIUM 
KT    DE   LAIUVONOISSEMENT    DK    CH A IVLKKOI.  de 

dresser  la  lisle  de  loiis  Ics  vms  <|u'ils  onl  en  cave,  en  indi(|iiant 
le  noinhre  des  IVils  et  des  Itotileilles,  el  les  dillerenls  erus. 
(  KS  LISTES  IMUVEM  ETKE  KEMISES  A  L  IIOTEK 
ih:  villl,  place  CHaRLES  II,  AVA.NT  >1AMIH 
'24  COURAIVT. 

Oes  vins  ne  peuveiil  plus,  jusqu'a  nouvel  ordre,  6tre  enlevt* 
<les  caves  des  proprielaires.  lis  doivenl  6lre  reserves  en  Mie  de 
la  consommalion  eventuelle  de  I'armee  de  campagne  el  soronl 
reipiisilionnes  conire  paiemenl,  d'abord  chez  les  Degocianl$,  puis 
chez  les  habilanls. 

Celui  qui  ne  donoera  pas  une  declaration  exacle  avant 
la  dale  precilee  aura  son  vm  confisque. 


Charleroi,  le  18  Noverribre  1914. 


Der  Kreishauplmann 
YON  OIEST 

Oberst 


6*778  -  Imv  Aaor«m&iia«  •(  Warlu.  rn*  PalftMBt,  JaiBtt. 

Trauslatioit.)  NOTICE. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  GERMAN  AUTHORITIES  IT  IS  REQUIRED 

(1)  OF  WINE  MERCHANTS  ; 

(2)  OF  ALL  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  CHARLEROI  AND  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  CHARLEROI 

to  draw  up  a  list  of  all  the  wines  they  have  in  their  cellars,  showinj^  the  number  of  barrels  and  bottles  and  the  different 
vintages.  THESE  LISTS  MUST  BE  DEPOSITED  AT  THE  HOTEL  DE  VILLE,  PLACE  CHARLES  II,  BEFORE 
TUESDAY,  24TH  INSTANT. 

These  wines  must  not,  until  further  order,  be  removed  from  the  cellars  of  the  proprietors.  They  must  be  preserved 
with  a  view  to  their  possible  cf)nsumption  by  the  army  in  the  field,  and  will  be  requisitioned  against  payment,  first,  from 
the  merchants,  and  afterwards  from  the  inhabitants. 

Wine  belonging  to  anyone  who  does  not  make  an  exact  statemenl  before  the  above-mentioned  date,  will  be  confiscated. 

Charleroi,  iSth  November  1914. 

Der  Kreishauptmann 

VON  DIEST 
Oberst. 

Notice  posted  at  Charleroi  on  the  18th  November,  1914. 
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"SEIZURE"    OF    RAW  MATERIALS. 

Francs. 

"(irain   18,000,000 

Linseed   2,450,000 

Oil  Cakes    5,000,000 

Nitrates   4,000,000 

Animal  and  Ve,i4etable  oils   6,000,000 

Petiol  and  Mineral  oils    3,000,000 

Cotton  stuffs   1,300,000 

India  Rubber   10,000,000 

Leather  goods  imjiorted  from  abroad       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  20,000,000 

Hair    1,150,000 

Ivory    45i»°oo 

Wood   500,000 

Cocoas   2,000,000 

Wines     1,100,000 

Rice    2,000,000 

Coffee   .275.000 

"  Further,  tlie  whole  stock  of  coffee,  representing  a  value  of  50  to  65  millions  of  francs,  is  held  up 
by  the  German  authorities.'' 

Approximate  value  of  goods  seized  at  Antwerp  by  the  Germ;ui  Authorities. 
(Report  of  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.) 

"The  greater  part  of  the  merchandise  seized  was  removed  and  transported  to  Germany  ivithoiil  any 
asscssiiieiit.  Part  of  it  was  carried  away  in  motor  vehicles  without  any  vouchers  being  given  of  its 
reeiuisition.  After  numerous  steps  had  been  taken  the  traders  who  were  the  victims  of  these  proceedings 
succeeded  in  obtaining  vouchers  for  the  various  quantities  removed. 

"  The  situation  has  since  been  still  further  aggravated  bv  the  seizure  of  the  stores  of  wood 
warehoused  at  Antwerp. 

"  The  German  Authorities  have  lately  sent  the  following  notice  to  Wood  Merchants  : 

'^^  Whatever  is  in  your  possession  either  on  your  oivn  aceonnt  or  on  the  account  of  others  in  the  way  of  pine 
joists  of  5/09  centimetres,  as  broad  as  possible  and  at  least  4  metres  long,  or  pine  planks,  also  as 
broad  as  possible  and  not  less  than  ^  metres  in  length  by  about  21/8  centimetres  in  thickness,  are 
seized  or  requisitioned  by  the  German  Army  Department  and  ivill  shortly  be  exported  to  Germany. 

"  '  You  are  responsible  for  the  preservation  warranty  or  insurance  of  the  goods.  The  price  will  be  fi.xed 
hereafter  by  the  War  Office  at  Berlin! 

"  Seizures  of  the  same  nature  were  made  in  all  the  industrial  centres  of  the  country.  Everywhere 
raw  materials  have  been  carried  away  or  are  held  up  with  a  view  to  their  being  used  to  assist  German 
trade. 

"  In  certain  localities  the  Germans  have  gone  still  farther  and  compelled  the  manufacturers  under 
threat  or  confiscation  to  prepare  the  raw  materials  requisitioned.  Thus,  MM.  Cornesse  Bros.,  Tanners 
at  Stavelot,  were  informed  that  the  German  Authorites  would  remove  the  skins  of  their  manufacture 
and  compel  them  to  cure  300  skins  per  month  for  export  to  Berlin. 

"  On  the  17th  March  MM.  Cornesse  addressed  the  following  protest  to  the  German  Governor 
general  at  Brussels,  and  to  the  Minister  of  War  at  Berlin  : 

'"The  German  Military  Authority  has  just  decided  that  tan  hides  of  our  manufacture  will  be  removed 
by  them  and  exported  to  Berlin  where  the  price  would  be  definitely  lixed  by  a  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Minister  of  War. 

'"We  can  but  protest  against  this  seizure  which  is  directly  contrary  to  the  international  Convention 
drawn  up  at  the  Hague,  especially  as  these  hides  are  taken  from  us  in  order  to  be  exported  to 
Germany  and  worked  in  that  Country.'  " 

Extract  from  the  13th  report  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


Gesetz-  und  Verordnungsblatt 

flif  die  okkupierten  Gebiete  Belgiens. 

Wet-  ei)  YeroiHeninQsmail  voor  ile  bezene  streKen  van  Belgie. 
BuHetln  olliciel  des  Lois  et  Arretes  pour  ie  territeire  fieioe  mt. 

BRUSSEL  (\°  «7.  4.  J/L'<LAH  1313. 


BEFEHL. 

Der  belgischeo  BevolkeruDg  wird  bU-ucrcb  elDe  KrIegskootribathMi  In  Boho  roo  aoudldi  40  HttloDeo  Ftanis  fiir  die  Oner 

ewfs  Jahres  auterlcgt. 

Die  Verpllicbuiig  zur  Zabliuig  liegt  den'neuD  ProVio/en  ob,  die  fur  die  gucfcaldefen  Beusgi     GMKnUdinidatr  t»fUh. 

Die  7.ahlung  der  erstBa  beidcD  Ralec  hat  spatfsieos  bis  15.  Stmar  1915,  die  der  folgeaden  Jeiveils  apiuMf  t>i>  10.  eiaes  j«d«a 
Monals  an  die  Feldkriegakaase  des  Kaiserlichen  CencralgourcrnemeDU  in  Cfussel  to  erfoigen. 

Werden  zur  ^esrhafTuD;;  rod  Zahlungsmiltein  seiicns  der  ProTtnzeo  ScbuMurkuodeo  luseetUlU,  so  beslimml  derca  Forra  uod 
Inhall  der  Katserllche  GeneralkOTiimi&.sar  (Or  die  BaoLen  in  Belgieo. 
Brussel,  deo  10.  Dezember  1314. 

Der  Ceoeralgouvcmeur  in  Belgiw, 
Ftefherr  rori  BuniK. 

BEVEL. 

Aan  de  bmlliDg  t»d  Belgie  wordl  bierdoor  eene  oorlogschtHrog  raBiinit«ld(Jk*  40»iHie«i  (naken  opgclegd,  toot  den 
duur  van  iko  jaar 

De  verplichting  lot  betaling  is  aan  tie  negen  providcieo  opgelegd,  die  dsarrior  solldair  aiospnkelijk  lijfi. 
lie  beufiog  der  iwTfe  eerste  lajidedbedragen  nioet  gedaan  worden  lea  laiuta  «sc  dea  48'  Januari  1916,  de  beuling  der  volgende 
aandeclsliedragen  leder  len  laaisie  tol  den  10"  van  iedere  nuand,  aan  (fc  »eldoorlojskas  vaa  bei  Kcizerlijk  Gfneraal  Gouvemenient 

in  flnisscl 

Indien  door  de  provinr ion  schuldbekenleniisen  worden  opgemaakt  len  eiode  be'jIingsBiiddelen  le  verscbaffcn.  v*orden  de  \orni  eo 
de  intioud  van  deie  schuldbekenlenissen  bcpaald  door  den  Keizerlijkeo  Commissaris  Geoeraal  voor  de  Bwken  m  Belg4e. 

Brussel,  den  10"  Deceaiber  1914  , 

De  Gouremeiir  C«n«raal  in  Mf/ie, 

BaroD  ToH  Bissnc 


ORDIIS 

II  est  impost  J  la  populaiion  de  Belgique  une  coniribuuon  de  guerre  8'6le?»nl  it  40  millioos  ue  frines  »  payer  men&ttellcmeni  pen- 

uani  la  durte  d  une  annec 

Le  patcracBt  de  ces  moBianu  esi  1  la  cbarge  4et  iieuf  provinces,  qui  en  sonl  lemw*  nmme  d^bitriceo  solidaires. 
Les  deui  premieres  DiensDsli«»  «onl  k  rfetliser  »u  plus  lard  le  IS  janoer  1916,  le*  measualRes  suiTanJes  an  pfiis  lard  l«  fO  d« 
cluqne  mois  suivani  k  Ik  caisse  da  TarM^  ea  campagTi©  do  GouverDemwi  GitM  Imperial  i  Braialles. 

Dans  le  m  o«  les  prorince*  deti»l«nl  rwinrir  i  I'tolssion  d  oWigsiions  i  l  e»eule  s«  procarer  las  fonds  nicessalrcs,  la  for»«  «! 
I«  leneur  de  ces  litres  seroni  d'jtcncla^sa  par  le  CofDflwssaire  Gfeotnl  ItopArial  pour  les  banqott  ea  Belgique. 

BruMlIes,  le  10  ii^brt  19U,  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

Biron  roN  Swnc- 

(Trauslation.') 

OFFICIAL  BULLETIN  OF  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  BELGIAN 

TERRITORY  UNDER  OCCUPATION. 

BY  ORDER. 

A  war  contribution  of  40,000,000  francs  is  imposed  upon  the  population  of  Belgium  to  be  paid  monthly  during  one  year. 

The  nine  provinces  will  be  responsible  for  this  amount  and  will  be  held  jointly  liable  for  its  payment. 

The  two  first  monthly  payments  must  be  rtiade  not  later  than  the  15th  of  January,  1915.  The  following  payments  not 
later  than  the  loth  of  each  following  month  at  the  Treasury  of  the  Army  in  the  field  and  the  Imperial  General  Government 
at  Brussels. 

Should  the  provinces  be  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  issue  of  obligations  in  order  to  procure  the  necessary  funds 
liie  form  and  tenor  of  this  stock  will  be  determined  by  the  Imperial  Commissioner  General,  as  regards  the  banks  in  Belgium. 
Brussels,  loth  December,  1914. 

Governor  General  in  Belgium, 
Baron  Von  Bissing. 

Page  of  the  Monileur  beige  (under  the  control  of  the  Germans)  containing  an  order  imposing  on  Belgium 
a  war  contribution  of  40,000,000  francs  to  be  paid  monthly. 


(  ) 


Gesetz-  und  Verordnungsblatt 

fDr  die  okkopierten  Gebiete  Belgiens. 
Mfet-  en  VMiissh^^  m  lie  tezette  strekeii  van  Beiiie. 
Bulletiii  Qliiil  des  Lois  et  Afretes  pour  le  terrltoire  fietse  occtiDe. 


BRUSSEL.  IM"  33.  19.  JAMAR  1915. 


y  EROROM' 

An.  t  Oi«  fur  das  Jahr  1914  zur  staalllchen  Personalsteuer  veranlagien  Gelgier,  die  in  aer  Zcit  nach  Ausbrucli  des  Kneges 
Treiwillig  ihren  Wohnsiiz  verlassen  und  sich  linger  als  zwel  Monaie  ausserhalb  Belgiens  aufgehalien  haben,  liaben  einen  ausserorilent- 
lictien  Sieuerzuschlag  la  Huhe  des  Zehnlachen  dcr  vorbezeichneten  Stcucr  emschliesslich  der  Siaalszuschlage  zu  entrichlen,  (alls  sie 
cicbl  bis  zum  1.  Marz  1915  in  Belgien  wieder  Ihren  Wolinsiiz  nehmen. 

Als  ausscrhalb  Belgiens  aufhalisam  wird  bis  zuni  Beweise  des  Cegcnlcils  )cder  Steuerpdlchlige  angesehen,  der  sich  nirht  an  seincni 
belgischen  Wohasiu  aufgeballen  hai  oder  aufhalt. 

Art  J.  Artlkel  1  (indet  keine  Anwendung  auf  Sieuerpflichlige,  bci  dcnen  dcr  Betrag  der  vorgenannten  fur  *  rollcfiin'ssig  teran- 
/aglen  Sleuer  einscbliessUcb  dec  Staatszusehlage  nictil  bober  ist  als . 

3o  Fr  in  Gemeinden  bis  10000  Emwolinern  ; 
45  Fr    «         ■.        von  10000  bis  23000  Einwohnern; 
CO  Fr.  .    '     II        von  25000  bis  50000 
80  Fr.  .1         ■        von  50000  bis  75000  . 
100  Fr.  •!        «       von  mehr  als  75000 
Der  VerwaUimgschef  bei  dem  Ceneraigouverneur  wird  ermachligt,  aus  Billigkeiisgrunden  Befreiiing  von  dem  Sieuerzuschlag  zii 
gcwjhren. 

Arl.  ;i  Vom  Steueraufkommen  erhall  diej H.ilfte  das  Ceneralgouvernement  in  Belgien  zur  Deckung  der  Koslen  der  Venvaliung  des 
beseizlen  Gebiets  gemass  Anikel  48  und  49  der  Haager  Landknegsordnung ;  die  andere  Halfie  erhall  die  Cemeinde,  ui  der  der  Sieuer- 
plliclilige  zu  der  in  AMikel  1  bezeichneleH  Sieuer  fur  1914  veranlagt  isl. 

Arl.  4.  Die  Sleuer  isl  spateslens  am  to.  April  1915  fallig  und  nach  Ablauf  dieses  Tages  im  Zwangswege  beiziilreiben. 

Arl.  .").  Auf  gleichen  Oder  ahnlichen  Voraussetzungen  (Arlikel  1)  bcruliende  kommunale  Sonderslciierordnnngen  werden  luprmil 
aufgehoben  und  durfen  kunfiig  nichi  erlassen  werden. 

Art.  6  Diese  Verordnung  intt  sofori  in  Kraft.  Dcr  Verwallungsclief  bei  dem  Ceneralgouverncur  m  Belgien  wird  nut  ihrer 
Aiisluhruxig  belraui. 

Brussel,  den  tC  Januar  lOI.'i 

Dcr  Generalgouvomeiir  in  Bclgi. 
Freiherr  ni\  Bissint., 
(.eneralober^i 


i'ERORfiE^  l\C. 

An  1  I)e  gedurende  hei  laar  1914  voor  dc  personecic  _tlasimg \oor  den  Siaat  aanireslaycn  Rclgcn.  dnMia  bet  uiilirrkon  van  d..'n 
oorlog  vrijwillig  hun  woonplaals  verlalen  en  /ii  h  langcr  din  twee  niaand  liiiilen  liclKir  nppoliourten  liclibpn.  /ulh'n  ecn  liuiiengowoncn 
belastingbijslag  ten  bcdragc  van  bet  tienvou.le  iler  vcrnicul'  bclasting,  dr  si.iaisbijslag  inlicgrcp^'n.  !■  bcialcn  hobbeii.  in  (.••nal  7iJ 
met  vodr  1"  Maart  191.")  zich  wedcr  in  Belgic  huisicslcn 

Als  buiten  Belgii'  verblijvtnil  vvordi,  /oolang  met  het  icgendeel  bewe/en  wonll,  elk  belastingsi  hulilii.v  licsrhniiwd.  dir  /nli  iiiel  lO 
tijne  Belgische  woonplaiis  opgehouden  heelt  ol  opiioiidi 


Page  of  the  Monilcnr  beige  containing  an  order  increasing  tenfold  the  personal  contributions  of 
Belgians  absent  from  the  country. 


The  Kaiser  :  "  You  see  you  have  lost  everything." 
The  King-  of  the  Belgians  :  "Not  my  soul." 
(Reproduced  by  special  permission  of  the  Proprietors  of  Punch.) 
The  country  that  did  not  sell  her  soul. 
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